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SIaler, 26 High Street, portknoekie
on 4-7-88

A. There wiz that many boats in portknockie that time, thatthey cuildna ger cooks. Thar-wi_z boy! 1j t";;;-oi-"g" hid raego tag Buckie and ask there if tlgy i^ria gei away, that wiz Lhefortnight before as rhe herring fiSrring ii, "tuiii'f ,rp inPeterhead. There wiz aboot 70 iessels Selonged h;;;;Portknockie itself. Ant they- were cooking f6r """."'*.o, theywere onlv 13 yegrg of age. The boat that. r wiz on wiz carledtF" "Topiz", i believe it,*L, gF iszi, it wiz all nanff , therewiz no Buckie. rh3.r Limer jisr Banff. Ar,' ""-ji;;-g;; aboor f1 aweek. The cook, the engineert-if t.here wiz a"drifEer, Lhat wizabooL all rhar Lhey^gor.-unril they serrted "t;-1ik;i when rheboat come home. oh- God, it wiz pool times thai time. There wizno-pensions or nothing, nothing at all. My mithe,,iz Ln a
.-?g\:ry -sel/gn years before she ilarried, thar wid hae been rg no{L775 r believe, when she goL married.'The boss irt.i wl,,z Lherehe used tae say tae her, iow if that Lwo children comes in andjist stands upr giye thi:m a roaf. He used t".-ii. irr"* . loaf.A young-brother and sister he discovered hid nE noo"y, " 1;;-;tpeople hid nothlnSi AI.: I cantt rernember the namel-iott"lher itwiz Askwith that wiz Prime Mini-ster, he wiz the fiist tae handout. r think it wiz five shillings- ior a beginner oi . pensionweekly, then it went-up L?. ten fite. rrelaia u"ro"g"a tae thiscountry, th9 whole of rreland. ruled by Lhis country] this tir",and r remembeT ry ma.saying when the irrime uinisie'rl he wentover tae Dublin, saying-, thaL lhe wimen and rnen ,"r" going
:1"-19.o! lip, pickiirg Ett-. smalt sr,ones off rhe sireerl in-casehe wid put, his foot on Lhem, t.hey thought that much oi him forgiving !h"in thg smalt pension. Tirar wif ill" u.gi;;i";, it wizfive and rhen ir wen-r up !u" ren shillings. peSple d;;'l-tri"*what poor, meant at that time, must hiv b6en thousands diedbecause they-hid norhing ro ear. They coulJnit-;ii;;i beef. rwiz jist telling. this cfi-aps there wi2 a libiary-i"-iortknockiewhich was a butchers, John Bruce, Lhat they ".ir"J item ana rsailed wir his broth6r and he wiz looking lt-"-r"i o; books
!l:1, ,?n9, a Lot. o I books , rhis . belonged io rhe peopie, and hesays what's that- Johnnyr lhat its written in thit 6ooks, witmoney-an'-!h.lr.]le says'r'lr tglr yu rir ir-is, he says'if you
g?., ?n9, collecr ^tl,: money rhg! r'rn due, rhar I s in ir,ui' uoots, -

l.'rr giyg-you f209.to yerself . r always rernember t,hat. ye s"e,thgy-cuildna pay fit- they were getrin!. There ,i"-uuoot 70-75sailing- boats here t,hat iime, tile drif ters wiz jist comingintae, the 99. Now the drif teis, th_e sail uoai" ti"-go"" andall Lhe drifrers hiv disappear6d rherers only- o"" aiiii.r-r"rt,she wiz a new,onel belonged tae Great yarmou'trt, 
"rr"-ri, in oneot the London basins, r iorget her;;r;; r used tae rememberhgr.name, bit she wi.z spanking new, the'peopr"-cuiia go andvisit her ve wid s€tv. There wiz seven arirtlrs b;ili 6"r" iik..The "Sunshin"" -trr"yi".--"; 

passed on; irr" skipper iist deet afew months ago. tlell , he wil skipper'and r wi^z'roir'tir. and thefirst war, we wiz do6n at rrelani, minesweepingr-trr.i;i ;h;";^'-
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the convoys came from America-, "ld t,here wiz a lot ot boats,
C"t*u" ",rir*utitt.s 

Lherer aL the begitlitg. o I 
. 
the .f irst war' I

f orqet t,he drif ters names, sfre-wir-b,ri1t-in Aberdeen., 
- 
j;:;- oif l*tt*r*tL

:*"i*:";i;-';l' tl: 3:;:':T"3:"tfl:ilui::i1':"5"3"3n3ni,I'3",, W
aboot a rew rrunar"a yura, "*ty frae us, and she blew up.- There 't

\irz seventee"-;;;-;t'u-.i"* "ita 
she blew up, richt' !u" the skYt

and looking orri-i remember t,hree men on the easing doing-.
;;;";hi;! ina-"r,. blew up, and the bow carr pep! going jijsL
ioi . feil feet, then it lurned back. That wiz the seventeen
;;;.-ftr.t"i" .i" that, things that.wi11 stick-in your memory

;;;'ttr.ti" ;";-;'-th;;. AyE, it wiz a terrible 'thing f in ye

think aboot it.

Q. Was it a wooden or st,eel boat?

A. The first ane? Aye, she wiz a sail boat, that wiz in 19L2 I
itti"t it wLz.-ftrat *Lr'^y f irst year. There wiz a big
collision, I tutn"rnU"t, il America, wit tyo ships' There wiz one

;;-;;;; u'uig-;;;;;;"oit " 
lot or wealt'hv.people on board and

t,hey ran intae;-;ig.lurnp ot lce or somet'hing bnd the whole lot
ii;a "" y" "ia r"Vl-it ""i" aboot t9L2 or somewye there' The

drifLers were ji;t'toti"g on !!t9 go Lh.at Lime.-I remember the
first two that,"i, h"t.rle cuild Eee them outside the harbogrt
Lhat harbour iir-i bett6r harbour than it is_ now, because they
i;;;rii"""a-in.-pi.r-u"a ih.t tu" the wrong t'hing to do-, it
sucked all the sand ouL, and the sand wilL never come back
Lhere unles"'if,"y-'J.toiitf, tn.t they dld. They thought thaL it

"""ia make it-trairaier , safer for Lhe boat's that wiz gaun tae.

use it, bit tfr"-iit"i gafe ot r^/een, there wiz two drif ters, the
first real gale that came onr-Lhere were two drifters broke
their moorings-and they *.t"'lying.under rocks oerer at this
ither slde, i-f"iiei 

-tireir 
l"Tlt, 5it t remember seeing- the.two

";--ttt"*.-fiey 
didla get much damage cos t]tty were steelt bit-

there wiz a foi-oT-n[utr in Portkiockie thai lime. Aye, mostly
sail boats like.

Q. Was Your first job a cook?

A. Aye. They hid a job getting cooks ?o,y:-gi:g^-lu:.Buckie and

goL away, and Lhey Eot iway- f6r a fortnight, they hid tae mak

uD for it whJn-;h!y-;;t, batk. August and-september t'hey wid
;5r;-;.;k,;h;y tth"",tp fgt it' tEgl, ve hid tae stav on at
school. There wiz a loi ot boat's 70 or 75'

Q. What did you actually do on board'?

A. What did I do? well, there wiz none ot them poisoned' Ye hid
t.arry ropes i4"t Limer-you wouldntt know what they were for'
Done here yo[Tii ;;; ifti, Ufu"k marks -yeL. A11 Lhe f leet of
boats hld tae Ln.it ropes they called thernr. they hid tae Lar

rhem. There wi;-;ig-h;ii bariels cur and i,t'r"y wer" " lot' o'
;;;"'i" ;T-lh.;-as-yE wia sayr and they hid tae heat' it, It"ut...
the tax, and there was one man at one side pulling in, they hid



on heavy gloves, and one was putting it down intae the warmth
and taking the tar off, another oneand taking the tar off, another one kyled, put il round about
as you would say. Then, it 1ay down there for quite a while,quite a while,
till ,th.y required them, fin the tidy up boy hid tae go down
ald they hid tae pul them all round about in a small, narrow,
place, the breadth of the boat, to keep, they hid aboot L4 ot
them, leaders Lhat we called Lhem. Bit oh, theytve gone aheed
ot thar noo.

Q. What aboul forecast.s when you were on the boats?

A. Weather forecasts? 0h aye. We hid the auld ghs like Lhe ane
that I hiv there. Fin I wiz young, I always remember. Thatrs
the barometer doon lhere, what they called the barometer, used
lae be a door that all the fisherman in that parL, the door
opened and there wiz a big weaLherglass here, they gied Lae
look at it, tae see if. Lt wiz up or down. If it wi-z up onna
Lhere, the Bowfiddle, they called it, there wiz a large mast
wi' a flag up at the topr that blew the way the wind was
blowing. When we wi-z young it wiz always there.

Q. Did you get caught, in any storms?

A. Oh aye. Ye jist, hid tae, fin the sailboats, ye jist hid tae
hoist a wee bit o' sail, and the wind went in tae Lt, and if ye
hid the whole sail up, this man here, Itr Lrying tae mind Lhe-
boat that he hid, the sailboat, he wiz at the Orkn€ysr thettEvangelinet' that wiz her name, and it wiz awa an pilirin gale,
at the Orkn€ysr and when the people wakened next day, they
cuildna get out for the gale ye see, bit when it fared away,
when they eame out, there wiz solid bodies and the boat smashed
up in pieces, and all the seven or eight. men were all lying.
That wiz in Orkney, itts a lang time ago. And there wiz-two
steam drifters here at that Eime. The "Bluebell" was called
one, the grandchild lives in the same house t al lhe present
time at the back there, and he went from here tae the Orkney
and took all the bodies back, and they are all up at the
cemetry. And people opened Lheir door, and the boat was in
pieces, body hear, body there, they cuildna come ouL because ol
the st,orm. That wiz jist t,he way of life.
It comes frae different parts ye see, round about the counlxy.

Q. I,,Ihat were living conditions like?

A. Well, some ot them jist lay down anywhere. I minr there wiz
a man at Lhe top there, he says, many a Lime, this wiz a lang
fime agor this wiz a old man, many a time he jist hid tae lie
down between the timbersr Ie know, the timbers or the boats, he
says ye hihd an affy job getting yer hair fin ye walkened up,
ye hid an affy job gett.ing yer hair pulled oot ot the tar. Bit
LE wiz a hard t,ime Lhat time. They jist slept atween the boards
ye know. They cuild dae nithing else, Lhat wiz the way ot life
that time. Fishermen went through something t,errible t,hat time.



Q. When you went on any of Lhe long trips, what did you do on
your time of.f?

A. 0h well, ye wiz mending yer nets, the herring ne!q. Up
there, Lhere-wiz always houses Lhergr !!ey-hid outside steps,
right'up when they came home frae the fishingr- the first thing
fhlt ye-didr got the horse and cart to car-ry Lhe nets uP intae
the field, ilesed tae get pernission frae the falme-rsr Ye-9o!
different people that belonged tae the crew, an4 !h"y pulled.
the nets out lt the parks, ye hid t,ae dry thern bef ore ye took
them up this steps, people hid tae pay girls tae help them mend
the neis, the sm-ati nets, Lhey hid tae pay wime! tae come in.
Then thai wiz done away with. They hid a Poor tirne.

Q. Did ye iver fish on a SundaY?

A. 0h, Dor oh no.
When he bought this house, he bought the ground, the ground
then cost f5.A11 the houses here have much the same ground.
This house here, two years aSor she wi-z up fere asking
somebody, and I'happened to i.y Lo her Whatrs Jimmy doing now?
She sayi, tt.t ji"t-Lack frae Cullen House, buying grouldr- and
they pbia f1150 for that is ji"_t t!" same as.miner mY father
hapfeired tae pay, hers one of t19 few, therers dozens I heard a
chif saying, io- Portknockie, wellr lhe chapr hlt son_lives nexL
door, aira 66 says, therers dozens ot hooses, thg.seafield
Estate will take them over, bit Lhis chap s?ys I'm nae gaun tae
payr bit therers dizens in-Portknockie thatrs nae theirs. He
iayi, biL theytll hae tae PaYt they can put Lhem oot.My father
wLz lucky to do that.
I can remember fine the poor times. There wiz someone in Buckie
that time, I Lhink Gordon wiz his name, an4 they_wel! tae him
tae ask *6ney, people in Buckie, I think wiz weil off, I donrt
know who they'were, but, they often gave_two shilling a week to
different, pebple, to old people. Tlren af ter that, I think it
wiz AskwiLL, ihe-prime minisler, Itm not sure, everybody above
a certain a!e, would get so much money, I wiz over in Irelandt
as I told y6r-he went over there for a visit and the people
were walking'ahead of him, in case he would put his-foot on a
small stonel Tt wiz nothing, nothing. It wLz poor times. The
fult up the basket and put-a different coal and everybody eould
take their pickrput it aboard the ca!t, took it up to the
house, made- sure- they hid some heat for the winter. The
drift6rs often did thatr Put the coal ontae their decks and
down below beside the h6riing bit, just to make sure that t'heir
wife and family would gel something to keep them warm for the
winLer.

Q. How much did you have to pay for your coal?

A. Oh, it wiz cheap then. ThaLts the reason whyf it come up
here in a small tuL like kind ot boats, Lt wiz dearer ye seet
bit if you took it up frae Hartlepool, I remember being in



three differenL places. Therers a big difference now besides
then.

Q. Can you remember how much you paid for food?

A. i,[e11, when ye wLz going away to the fishing t ye jist went.
and Lold Lhe manr say there were two large shops herer w€tll be
going away, will you have everything ready? They hid five new
herring baskets, and they put the I'11 always remember, a
large bottle of casLor oil, it wiz put on bit niver used,
that's the way that they made their money, the grocers, bit
Lhey pit in different tirings, ye wid say'r'a lot"ot butter,
there wiz two wimen, in our house they lived in, sist,ers, old
maids, and they used tae go up the country selling fish, and
where Lhey sold fish they got butter, it wisna money, but,ter.
They took the butter down here and it wi-z all cut up intae
srnall sizes and the fishermen paid and took it, away to Yarmouth
and so on.

Q. How did you keep your beef fresh

A. I^/e11 there wisna sae much beef at
fish. A lot of them used to boil cod,
depended on boiled cod instead of, a

on the boat?

fhat fime, it wiz more
catch cod. A lot

lot couldna afford.

A. It wi-z put inlae the coolest place Lhat was.
nothin wi it as you would say. Ye jist hid tae
a lot o things was salt,ed. An ye hid t,o wash iL
the salt kept i.t.

Q. How did out, keep it fresh?

You could do
depend of,r but.
lae keep it

Q. !/as there a lot of boats built in Portknockie?

A. !/ell there wis some sail boats down at the ither end but
!h.y built seven drifters here, round the harbour there. My
father an anither chap, Pirie was lhe skipper, but my father
was on Lhis boat this first drift,er Lhat, wiz built round here.
The Parvain she was called. Well she was not a year old when
she was run down by a Lowestoft drifter going intae Shetland
some way and when she was run down there was a boat come to the
rescue. The crew got off alright.

Q. Did she sink?

4.,, Ay": The Parvain, I remernber my mither saying, if yer
father loses this court, there wiz a court in Aberdeen, over
who is to blame for the Parvain being sunk, it a new boat, I
remernber my moLher sayingr w€'ll be a ruined if yer father
loses this in Aberdeen, bit by good luck, they won it, He
always believed it was where a nan was standing, he shouldnrt
have senn this boat coming down on thern, and Lhey got the
verdict, and they were all delighted. I remember my mit,her
saying that. suppose that wiz yesterday.



Q. Did you dae a lot ot
scrapping t,he bottom ol

ane maintenence on the baot, ken,
boat and arthing?

A. Oh, ayer that wiz at deen, Portknockie hid a fine hairbour
for that, and the skipper wid sayr wetre gaun doon the morn tae
wash Lhe boat, and the boat. wiz, one tide, she wiz turned
oeter on her side and then fin itre tide gied back, it might.
have been dark, bit it didna maitt,errye hid to go down fin she
wiz one side, the men wid hae scrubbed everywheie wir their
hard brushes, then when that wiz done, they hid large tanks
that they used tae bark Lhe nets aboard lhe boat, they took
thern to one side, filled them ar walerr so she wia ly- the ither
wlgr Lhen in the mornirg, they gied doon, took the brush again
and cleaned. That's the way they painled her copperide, afEer
she wiz dry like. Aye, they hid'a'loi-oi work t,b-do thit time,jist tae keep things going.Thatts Lhe difference ot then and
now, doing thilgs. That chap there him ant his wife could
hardly believe't. f1 i150 which he paid for Lhe ground there,
bit there are dozens or houses in Pbrtknockie bii the block
onfl belongs to the seafieldrs Estates. My father paid f8, r
only got a, there wis a woman got a house over there jist a few
years ago there wis a great speak abooL it, bit eh, this is the
only one, aye my mother got a call from t.he cullen'House sayinl
!9 p.rt us away, that.shows that yourr -it belonged tae you.
Thit ye hid paid forrt, well its- lyint bane th6re somewhere r
dont t know.

Q: See when you were oot the school, fin ye were a young lad
fit, did ye dae it nichts?

A. rt nicht? Ah wel1r w€ used tae run abouL tae see if there
wis a shop 9pen. There wis no lights thal time, it was
darkness an'ye went tae that shop that was latdr open ant wejist used tae, if there were a fei ot y", I see S T'or
something aye there wis no gas. The first gas we got wis fae
cullenr 8n oh it wis very poor. r remember walkint down comint
in tae the links there ant r came up thaL road, r rernember t.he
people when I walked over there they were takin t up those old
pipes jist aboot that size that had to do with the whole of
Portknoekie anr there were some gettinr nothing. Jist that wis
all, theytd been lyint there for-years. The wly goint down the
road, the links till all- this come aboutr ds you would say.

Q. Wis your sLreet lights at gas then aye?

yer
the

A. Aye, they were a' gas
hardly see bit oh aye they
jist a wee pipe bit I mine
hole left it wis thaL old
you would say.

fin they begun. Bit ohr you cwed
were a' gas. They come fae Cullen,
seein' Lhe pipe, it wis jist a wee

you could niver geL no good o t t as

Q. Did somebody come roon at nicht ant light them ar like?



A. Aye, aye there wis a man come roon ant put, up the light as
you would say. Aye, ye cwednat waste orer muckle!

Q. Fit time ot nicht did they go oot like?

A. Aye, aye Lhat Lime t,he
hid first-class wat.er here
bet. Portknockie had it,s
growinr it comes in by Lhe
the Spey but fae Buckie it

water wis mueh aboot Lhe samer w€
it wis a spring up at the top here a

own water but then the population
eemet.ry oter there, all lhe way from
comes all the way......

Q. How did ye get your water lang ago afore at Lhis taps ant
athin'? Fit. did ye dae?

A. t{ell PorLknockie hid ay a spring up t,here, its still Lhere,
bit it-goes in tae the people, the population gett,inr more it
cwedna' cope biL I remember there wis a Buckie doct,or, I forget
his name bit Irve seen his name it the Buckie hospitai fin ye
go in Lhe door, his namets up there, well, he always come to
Lwo or Lhree people ant he always took a bottle or two ot at
wit,h him ant filled them wae the PorLknockie waLer, because it
wis a spring, down from, out, from, I dontt know where. Bit he
reckoned it wis pure waterr 8s you would say.

Q. Did ye hae tae carry your water to the hoose like lang ago?

A. !0e11 t dye t.hats lang ago bit thats a lang t,ime ago f in
there wis a wall over there, there wis three in this sLreet ant
there wis up the Lop, one in Lhe middle ant one away over
Lhere, ye hid tae go wat up ant full yer rouser or water! Oh
by go, I rnine that f ine too. Different pairts ot the toon
theie-wis ay a wall if ye wanted a drink, it wis a manniers
facie here like. Fin ye screwed anf put-it on it squirted ooL
aye. By go those were t.he days!

Q. FiL did ye dae aboot baths ant that, wis it jist a tub ye
used for baths?

A. Aye there wisna muckle baths that Lime. v€ eeed in tae the
shed ant locket the door ant goL a bath, thai wis a' the wey ye
got a bathr aye. Oh baths wis unknown t,hat time. Aye ye nine
the auld man he was abooL first in Portknockie, well he come up
every, well his wife wis my fatherrs sisters aye he was a
common kin' fin he come up here once a week he used tae saytTheytre ay speakint abooi bat,hs, baths, thatts ar I hear ihem
spea-k aboot, ".rve hane a bath f6r twenly yeax an' Itve niver
b-een inside'ottt. Aye JocEy Doodie they"ciwd him, auld Jocky,
aye his wife wis my father's sister. Aye, those were the days!
Aye, you mine him sayin' that aye! By go aye!
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