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I{ITH GEORGE FLETT MORVEN CRESCENT FINDOCHTY.

nhat age did you leave school ?

: ourteen.

And then what, did you do ?

r went in a boat,, fishing, as a cook. There wis nobody invillage that, hadn't any work when !h.y left school. irr"y
i.'ent .iP g&*e€eoas - some longer and some shorter time.

t" ,:, { r'r a {{-\

Do you remember the name of Lhe boaL ?

1. Yes. It wis the tshannont - a fyfie boat, w€l::a j-ne, limit 55 horse power at that time. An t wi:: tne cabin. Ye hid tae remove the Lable when we:z= start eranking the engine.

:. ,_h"! things did you cook ? Did you have Lo cook for many:3op1e ?

i.. l''ell that wey o t boats hid eight or n j-ne, bit the drif ters-::.i two engineers an ten of a crew. That year, it happened to::* thg general strike, an we left the drifier itr the hirbour an
"ent in t,his mot,or boat for the summer. But we went toiarrouth in Lhe drif t,er. Ma father had a drif ter an we went in-:er. An I that I s the year that the seine nel starLed. Ia/e::ought lrome all the seine net gear an got it fitted out whend: Tefg lying_in the harbour heie. Herd & Mackenzie they hiA a
_'':rc jist at The Hythe therer ant they fitted out the boat for::re seine neL.

:. How long were you a cook?

a paraffin
jist slept
were goin

..:... Jist a year, a firernan next year
::Ilowing year. I wis big ant ye wis*:rk at that age.

:. . When you were a fireman how many
--a have on board?

ant a deck hanr the
supposed to do a mants

tons of.coal did you have

L. Well that boat held 16 tons.

l. Do you remember the price of the coal?
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I"". _Thirty or thirty one shillings a ton. Anr we used tobest English coal when we were in trre office in strorflsay.coal boats came there an tl"y put it inLae a hulk. Theyhulks for the boats goin along*si6s. so that wis that.t wis the price at that time.



:. IL had been a hard job that fireman?

r.. lh no, when you were young you could tackle anythinr.
:. lan you remember what your first wage was?

r. in well, thg f irst wage as cook wis thirt.y shillints as.3-(. An I don't know f it the f ireman got. [{e micht. at got
:::::!' five. An the engineer, he got a little more, maybe Lwo::::rts f ive.

.. )id you have to send some of the money home?

r-. lio. They didnrt gel any money at home until the end of the:.:scn. when everything all expenses were paid. They shared
: -:, There wis a third wenL to the boat, a third t,ae the nets:: a third Lae the workin share. Ye hid always a couple ot men:::: the wesL coast or the Lewis rslands to make up tire crew,'la-se there werentL enough ot men here. There wii eighty '
:-r:s in this village at that time.

: . ,. as there?

1. Forty motor boats t aye thatfs sail boats converted into
:: :.r an f ort,y drif ters. so everybody wis busy aL that time.

:. rhey would have been. Now after you were a fireman what,-.::.ened then?

r,. ,,, el1, I wis a deckhand af ter t,haL.

-. fhat involved a lot of cleaning, scrubbing, did i-t?

1.. { deck handr flor flo. That, wis what was called the workin::.::e. Workin on the deck as a man of the crew. you see the:::{ ant the fireman ant Lhe engineer, well, the engineer
--:.n't. haul the nets bit the fiieman had to haul thE nets ant::: cook. He was down below coiling Lhe spring ropes as we
-a-l-e'c them. This wis a two to three inch rope that ye tied
s 1::i ye wis . puttin out the nels. Ye hid s toppers f gr' j oin j-n t

=a:h net ant they _tie-d maybe two or three faiiroms ot tiis rope:::ill this bushel when iL was runnin ouL. Ant they heaved-on:::- rope when you started haulint. An Lhe cook hid tae haul
::'s rope down in the place jist like a box. An it had be::rled so that it ran out without get.tin fouled. Jist every:i-er ye had_Lae go round al'round. That wis the cookrs joL.j: 'le usually st.arted tae haul about L2 tae l orclock in ihe
-: r:in' , an t ye took a four five hours. Depends how big yer
:=::h was, a big catch ye took longer to haul. Then rhe took:.1: tag go .l: clean his han's ant make the breakfast. when ye
::arted the first oI the season, this ropes were all put
::rcugh tar to preserve themr 4f it took someltime beiore the:2r went off, so the cooks had tae clean theil hanrs.



-:-at nad been hard on the hands?

,:! " ,:r :ro it wasn t t. I/ell it depends on,:s. _i it was a rough day ye had tae---= -lJe. It was-heavy wit the capstan
: _ { ::at we called it, wis jist beiow t
;; = ,:=ep, it tight all the time when ye: :_1:: hid better boxes than others an

what kind o t day it
keep a good strain on. This box the callerin
he capstan. An ye hid
1vis goint round.- Some' it was easier done.

- . l': there weren t t al'ly radios at that tirne. Even up till,"=--. iI was nearly, oh-ayet t.he ninei"un Lwenties, the middle: - =:-:les that it start,ed. some ot the boats had a radio. I{e':::-' : a radio: But, the skippers 
";;; tae watch the baromet,er: - ::e sky an' the like. Thire ,oi" 

-oo -ii"t ri"aers o,: ":a-ng. Just used there own knowledge-where-;;;-to an put: --:--; net.s out.

,r3re you ever caughL in a bad storm?

. -r rr'es. The worst one was in r92g. r donf t know if you,ve:::- about it or no. The Armi-st.ice gale- they .urr"a it. rt*ri rr rhe 1lth of November. That ru3-u very bad storm. The-::sr sone of the nets, wis all ?way. some boats left their-::s an' wenr lway ash6re. nia.rii-t;thlr with their nets. Anl$: :::ke away fron wir nets about eight-"r.i""t:^'"ii wis on a': :?'.' an' w-e dodged up uni wenr bacf, a'i ;;;;;'"n'r?.i_,r down'-t :id a cup- ot ;;;.-'Aii' while r" r"r" down the rnan in rhe, 
. i;1:rouse, the mate, he said "r thi;k ini, i" -"ir^"".t, 

t.hato=';-: crossed.t' ye see we wis goin-ua"t 
"r, fore an we came up:- {3 put on the hatches i-n cas6 or a big i"*p-or-*uiur. An we: -: rold of ot't:, ol the.buoys, 

- 
the f roats] u' hr,rid 

"p- 
tirr we::: :ris rope that r wis t-etiin you aboot t,hat the cook hid tae::: a:r put on Lhe rop-e that we hauled intae where it, broke. we* -: a chain near the bottom t ye see before aartl -trrere 
wis::::e cf us wenL forerit an put out a chain ont6 ihu-iop" in:::= it would chaf afore it went through the leads io, puttin:-"::cpes on the.top rail, an the rope would have "rruir"a on a:--=:e. That bandage ye pit on 45'oi chain un trrut--nigrrt oor::--sian \ras wrong, when we went. tae heave in the-rofe-'an the: -r:: an we had !hu!. tae pull in wi oor-hands, un-ir" rria an::-rr 3.:ope, it wis the seiond rope thai tarled we had all that:: :-rll in wi oor hands. course we were young at that, tirner w€*::li in the early twenties at that time. I went tae sea in 2L: --.: iha t was 29 .

:. lld you ever suffer from sea sickness?
j'. i'ell some get crear of it sooner t,han others, butr.:r:. always the_ worst days because you were f eedin o': a:.:i es up in the womens' houses or iruts.

Mondays
a1l the
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you suffered after an Monday

some were better than others.

lot came up?

didnt t bother

: " :: anybody did take ill what was the procedure?

r . ,- e 1l f or s iekness like.

". li: if anybody had an injury or anything like that?
r!. l,e werentt so far from the landr w€ were only....... well
-:::=-:l'" we hid t.o go furt,her afield like bit if you got fish,':::::, you were in every day an Lhey jist wenL ashore.

,! " -:r we went ashore. Every night that you were in the-:::r-: you went ashore. r rernernber the f irst time that r wis
-- :a::.outh, we didnrt go ashore on a Friday night and we were

n-.ir;e got finished hauling that morninr my father was skipper
!- ::* says, do you think there is anybody worse than we are an
ri:-l only eleven nets out of the fleet that wasntt torn or
: -: :,et away. The first boat that we come to his small boat
::: :3sn washed overr afl tre was a far bigger boat than we were.r- w:en you went tae t.he ri_ver, t,he Yarmouth river, I donIt
lr::q :f you know about YarmouLh, itrs a river at the harbour an
:--=:: wis so many people on the pier heads asking if you hid
-::::. lheir relatives. It wis dark afore we got ashore an the
;::::lead was a11....there wis so many people wantin to know if
- :laC seen their relatives. But there wasntt rnuch damage

::::. there wis one boat that lost a man, but when you are lyin
i: ::r3 nets, iLts like a sea anchor you are safer fying at tire
:::s'rhat way nobody would be steamin, alt.hough Lhem thal broke
rr":_,' irom their net,s had to find them again. 0f course that
,n- s :iearly the end of the season. Sometimes you f ished all the
::-::r. cf November. That, year there werentt, very many af ter----::. \ie wis a whole week makin up a fleet of nets. You took
:M: fleets of nets wi you an you put one half ashore in the
::::s an when you got the nets stolen or destroyed you went to
:-.= siore an brought, t,hem down if you needed them. So we jist
:::ageC to get a fleeL an you were a whole week before you got
i - i inis one put, ashore an anot.her f leet.
. . : iC you ever work on a Sunday?

r. lic no the Englishmen wenL tae sea on Sunday but the Scots,
"=l- there wis maybe a few.

: . I iC you go to the Kirk?

:.. ih yes.



:. ,.'-:e:: it was cold in the winter how did you keep warm?

a- l:-: jist put on jerseysr you didnrt feel cold when you were
*'rirtr" although.there wis spray 

-f 
itq you had always your

:- -:r:::s an sou'waster oDr your head gear.

;. ::: '."ou have lhe long leather boot.s?

u. ,:: -"'es the leather boots were better for steadying yoursell
:: ::.€ aeck than the rubber booLs. Rubber booLs were too

._:. l:e;; \{ere made Lo measure these leat.her boots?

t. :es. The last pair t,hat, I had was in 1935 an I got a few
ri€i:s out of them. We werentt fishin during the warl the
:::j:€rs were al1 commandered, not them all but a few were,

:. ,*:at did your leather boot.s cost you Lhen?

.ri.. ,*El_l I think it wis only 2 to f3 that I paid for that.
l:.:.*'-*-ere all hand made. Maybe I got a bargain. I think it
r;'s a pair for someone else an they didntt fit t.hem an I got
:::::. Ycu wondered how they could make them at that price.

:. I j-i you always get horne for ChrisLmas?

q. lr no. The year that I was married. Married after I came
:::nL: fron Yarmouthr w€ were jist a fort.nighl married when we
;::i a'x'ay to the winter fishin on the 24th of December. We
il::e six weeks away.

:. 1cu did you celebrate Christmas an t,he New Year?

q. ;ell it wis jist an other day.

:. Tsu didnrt celebrate?

.rL-. lio. no nol what they do now. An we came home from fishin
::: share an my workin share.

: " l{ow did the women manage all the Lime you were away?

q. I donrt know. SomeLimes t,he grocers an Lhe bakers gave
:::r credit an it wis paid, well before our time Lhey did t,hat.
i::: times when t,here wis nothin, Lime of the depression.

: " trt must have been hard cause they all had big familles
---*t

L. Ch aye they a hid big families. liell there wis six in our
ia--rily beside Lhe one that died, a girl that died wi pneumonia
r-:en she was hardly two year old, an there wis one that wis



:rir::: :.,-s an then t,here wis one still born. But there wis six
n : -: :.::i arew up. Two sisters in Hall SLreet an a brother in
(l*::-:::1. One that was a nurse an she got married at the
F:*:: :- the war, she died wi her first baby. Then the olher
r x * :::: '-hen we were in Castle Street.

any gut,tin or was she a domestic?

* -, !,,: she was at the guttin, but, af ter we married, we were
rn -, ::;.- \'sars married when she had rheumatoid arthritis so
$':: r:t i :. invalid af ter that. We lived in Castle Street f or
n::-: :ii-e vears. When this arthritis started wi her we wenL
:i* :: :=side her mother so she could help her an we were there
::: :;:: t.wenty years. In/hen Lhis houses were being built we
*ili ::::- in hospital an we put in for Lhis house an she never
$l.d ::. She died in Portsoy. I hid four operations wilhin two
,:s:: 2'. I wis jist aboot five or six weeks horne frorn the last
r,ir: 's::=:r she died an Itve been here mysell since then.

" , i:: said

** t-,-= 5l an

you stopped Lhe fishing at 52.

I wis there for abooL L4 years I think.

; " l::s is at Herd & Mackenziers.

a labourer Lae slip Lhe boats an paint. That wis
than goin tae sea. You were longer on your feet,

if you had overlime t.o do. You were paintin Lhe
tide you hid to work wi the Lides for takin the
takin them off. Ye started at half tide, tide half

worked somet.imes as long as you couldntt get them
the water when the tide was goin back. It was always

tides when it was dinner time and sometimes you didn't
and sometimes you only got, half an hour for your

:. :-a: the wages been any better?
.u. '-:lil if you got f6 that time it was a big pay. You had a
-:::::tours to pul in for that. They builL minesweepers at
::: =liip there, t,hatrs how Lhey hiv Lhat big shed. Il wis a
r""i'g:: f or aeroplanes an they hid t.o be built under cover.
l'::: i j-rst small one was nearly f inished when I lef t Lhere.

- " .r.;parently they built boats?

r'" -.is father Ralph was his father, he was one of the
:::::e:s. 0h there were a few different painLers. The Wilsonrs
riti :ai-nters.

: " lc:rse t.hey built. boaLs doon at the Hythe at one time?

l': )'es. I was only four years old when my father an them
a bcat built there.



-t: :

.. -1.-

ili !-

: -: a sail boat?

: ::--::r. A steam drifter. The Home Friend was her
- - ::-:-eDer the launchin an I remeber when she went her

- ;:s cnly four years old t,hen. Aye Lhat wis tgLL. 0h

-: -: : lct bf boat-s down t,here. They built most of the
:; . l:e cne t.hat your grandf ather hid the Corrie was
.-.:::. Sne wid have been about L907. That wis jist
: -.=',' s iart.ed the Buckie registry BCK' It wis BF up

things that werena......we didna believe it
of m!.... we hid one fe1la on my boatr -ayeNautilus eonpany, Dodie Smith he lost his
an we were up ih-my sisLerrs, she was in

the first ane was BCK 1 the Handsom.

il.: : :enorise all the names when we were at, school.

. : -=:: -.'ru could. When I was young the biggest boat in the
,l c I I I _r .a: the Boy Jarnes, t,hat wis Campbellrs boat. I can
r * ,.: : -:= c:r big 6oats being there. )

,li , - ,*i -:seC to rigger Lae boats, make boat's -ready in the
1u t t) I -r ::3re an well-that, would have bee! drif tersr Sometlmes
t rir i :-- ::s: on Lhe beach but you couldntt' get right
r. I -::t- =,:.: :he Same aS sail boats were a dif f erenl shape an you
;1: : =- =l-_ painted the bottoms ye did t'hat ygYr:elf . Twice I
:,rx:,:::: ::-a: they were so far up that they couldn't.get them
: * r r::: ::. :re beach an they hail to sink them down into the
.i,i r t" ,,:",::: the Lide went bbck they went right into the keel an
i,: =--=: a-iliay t.he mud and sand outside and that give them Lhe
'ri r.: :-:.," ="-"iimes three f eet int.o the sand. That f irst year I
* r.r . - -:: ic sea we hid to die that. In 1935 I wis in a motor
l. L:-::.:,: ri-:e and we hid to do the same. Took shovel and
; T; .--=t t:te sand away and the boat sank down intae Lhe mud.

-:: -,'iu ever have the women cleanin the boats?

rr l-. _.':*s. Twice a year they come down an scrubbed t,he beds
r.: =. :-:aneC all the cabin.

; ,'---j iris have been before you went away Lo Yarmouth?

r,N,, i -:-.:: tae Yarmoouth t'hey always did thal.

:. -: ."'ttr reneber what they got paid for doing that?

,r * -:. ;-e:i" little, a few shillings maybe but' tb"y always got a

:-=:---- a::'lemonade. Went up Lae the shops an give t'hem

-=::::2:. ::r biscuils afore we went home.

: - ,,'=:: :;'l,ere a lot of superstitions?



Gorleston, an it came on aboot rabbi-ts-, an oh he wis wild an eh
he says we neednt t got to the sea noIJ he says talking aboot
this iabbits. Anywdy we wenL away-!q. sea on lriday morning an

;;-;"i L70 crans. Mi sist.er wis wild at then for s_peakin aboot
the"rabbiLs an when we meL-them up in the tovn on the Saturday
nisht. I{e were in at 10 otclock at night. Ile Yent out at 2

.iEi""t i" itr" *oroin and we were in ai 10 o'clock at -night an

,"-*"r. dischargin the herrin all- night. An Ye uere finished
u., *oot"d uP. An we were up a! the townrs house an rre vent
."it"i"-ai night an we met my sister an her chgms there. There
;i; ihr". of"a crew, two gutt,ed the herrin, an one packed the
;;;.i;:--ttratts the way tiat it worked. When she aecused hin
aUoot the r,rp"i"tition" oh he says I was. wonderin nhat ve vould
g"t ior the herrin all the way comin, ashore. They arere very
Bad aboot that the farnily. They would4lt "tep over !h. sea
boot if. i-t. was lying on ihe flo-or an all that sort of thing'
i""-.""f4;ti ask'anlthing from another boat on Molday morni'n

i;; ;;;1J U. raken awgV Ifreir luck. MinisLers and pigs they
were all supposed to be unluckY.

Q. Was there not certain names that, you mentioned they were
unlucky?

A. Oh aye. Ross in FindochtY
aboot. They gave him anither

vou were not allowed to sPeak
n'ame. Therers a few families of

::B-gs-qlq here. -
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