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Q. What was the number of your first. boat?

A. The Betty York.

Q. Can you remember the number of it?

A. No.

Q. Was it wood or steel.

A. Wood.

Q. I^Ihat was your job on it?

A. I left the school an I jined the Betty York at the
beginning of the summe{as a-cook and kiler. Ye hidna nae
eooken tae dei he jist'made tae an that like, kiler, kiling the
ropes, cook and kiler.

Q. How many hours did you put in a day?

A. 24 hours.

a. What were t,he working conditions like?

A. Nae bad, not too bad.

a. Were you taught how to cook or did you do it yoursell?

A. Well I jist teached mysell.

Q. Have you any funny stories when you were cookin?

A. Thatrs anither boat ye see. When I was cook aboord the
Blossom the drifter. I was t6 and cooken for eight men. I
didnrt ken how to cook, I hid a good idea like an I jist worked
awa an there wis nae complaints. One thing I-aye hae tae laugh
at it fan I made a jeely. I made it at ten o'cloek and t,he
denner was at 12. Ye kane fax the jeely landed, ower t,he side.

Q. What were the conditions like aboord Lhe boa!?

A. A right. Ye didna kane nae difference the condiLions in
Lhem days. Arbody wis the same level. Nae posh boats wi push
buttons.

Q. llhat. like were your galley condiLions?
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A. Oh ye jist hid a galley, bit aff the wheelhouse at the end
of the casingr ofl a stove stuck intil it. That wis aran a coal
bunker.

Q. How did you get your slores?

A. Oh the sLores the day ye came in. If ye wanted ony stores
ye went up tae the buLchers or t,he grocer an took them doon wi
y€. On a Saturday you ordered the weeks stores and the grocer
or the butcher put them doon tae I€.

Q. Did you haul t,he nets?

A. Aye.

Q. How did you do Lhat?

A. I wis kiler.

Q. Did you help tae haul t.he nets as well?

A. Aye sometimes.

Q. How did you kile the ropes?

A. In a big box, roon an roon wi the sun. There wis half a
mile of rope that wis aLlached the first net you put. awa. Ye
steamed oot, putten the net oot a the time an the net wis
runnin oot. Then fin ye wis finished ye jist, give her maybe a
dizen a lengths clear of the net, made fast for'iL an swung her
up tae the win.

Q. Did you help tae tar the nets?

A. No . rlo.

Q. You never Larred thern at all?

A. No. My job wis handen up r6u ffif,. I wis doon the howel
handed the-b6we\s up tae the-man drn the deck an he passed them
ower the ither mants heid an he put them awa intae the water.

Q. What was your pay like?

A. Pay, no pay.

Q. Not anything at all?

A. No, nae guaranteed paid. Could hiv gien a hale bloody
summer without pay. I used tae go doon an cut the skipper's
grass tae get half a croon tae get up in the bus fin I wis
[ourtint. -Thatrs a I hid for my pay half a croon, jist for a
cut, of the grass.



Q. Had you any time off at all?

A. Aye at weekends.

Q. What did you do at the weekends?

A. Courtinr an sweemin.

Q. Where did you meet Annie?

A. In Buckie.

Q. Did you court her long?

A. alf an on for aboot lwo years.

Q. When you were away from home how long were you away from
home fox?

A. Well afLer t,he summer fishin you got whaL you called the
spring fishin ye shifted fae Scotland doon intae Englandt
Lowestoft and Yarmouth and you were doon there for maybe six
tae eight weeks fishing oot of Yarmouth or Lowestoft.

Q. Did you get any money then?

A. Aye if you made ony.

Q. How long did you have at home?

A. A lang time aL hame. An fan ye came hame fae the autumn
fishin ye maybe hid a month at homer aye two or three weeks at
home an then away to the west coast for the winter fishin.

Q. How long were you there?

A. 0h you were lhere a winter in the lochs. catchen herring
maybe three nets tae the sma boat, shot them an gien in the
mornin an haul them an if there wis ony herrin ye shook them
oot intae the sma boaL an then ye gied awa tae the German
klondyker an selltt them Lhere. You were maybe in the loch for
four five weeks.

Q. Anybody injured in your boats?

A. Aye mysell. After I progressed from cook tae engineer. I
was engineer on the BeLty York in charge of two enginesr afl I
wis going away to Arbroath to a swimming gala on Saturdayr otr I
wis cleanin up a the engine room an Lhat durlng the haul. I
thocht I wid ae nithin tae dei but jump ashore ontae the bus
tae the swimming gala but during that time I hid on a hairy
Fair Isle ganzie, Lhick shirt, a singlet, a pair o lang
drawers, a pair of sea boot stoekings an a pair of jersey
trousers, onywi I wis jist cleanin the last bit of the machine,
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it wis the shaft for driving the winch, fan the greasy shaft
took a hud ot the hairy jersey an pulled my round an round the
shaft. Well I stuck half wy atween the shaft an the post an
fin r came tee after doon in the engine room my shoulder was
dislocated, couple of broken ribs an r didntt hae a sLitch on.
Everybit was in the shaft apart fae my sea boots.

Q. Did you get any first aid for that?

A. Jist, kept ye call. Jist kepL ye happt up till ye got intae
port,. Put me intae an ambulance and puL me tae Chalmers
Hospital in Banff. First aid nae first aid in them days.

Q.

A.

None at all?
First Aid.

Q. _i{e11 you had no precaution against that? Safety was just a
word wasntt it?

Q. What kind were your lifeboaLs?

A. The Duke of York an them ye didntt hae a lifeboat. The
drifter ye hid one but nae the motor boats.

Did you have rockets on your boat?

I couldna tell ye aboot that,. I niver saw them.

Q. Had you wireless?

A. Aye receiver nae for putten in, jist the auld fashioned
BBC, !!,or ye'd sit at the Lable in the hoose, echoes ye eeist
to call them jist a battery set, there wis nae Lransmitters.

Had you t,o do all the engine room maintenace?

Aye.

What kind of work did you do in it?
A. In the winter time fin ye came harne ye took the engine
adrift an dei her a up, piL in new bottom ends, new valves, new
pi-s tons .

Q. What did you do on a Sunday?

A. Fit did I dei on a Sunday. Courtinr, sweemin.

Q. Did you go to the kirk?

A. Aye sometimes, very seldom.

a. Were you superstitious?

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.



A. Somewys.

Q. What kind of superstitions did you have?

A. I didnrt like 13 for a start, an certain things that were
said. Itve seen lhe boat turn back because fin we were hauling
in the neLs at the seine net in the BetLy York the skipper's
son an me wis Lhe twa young blokes aboord an we wis hauling, ole
wing and the decki-e was hauling the other wing. -Fin we hauled
up Jist as weel the win come up for Lhere wis a lemon sole
riclrt in the first, mash or the wing as it came oot of the
water. An the boy we me he says tIe hell wi this wetre off bad
omen that, so we took the gear aboord an awa in.

Q. Why was lemon sole the bad omen?

A. I dinna ken. The same wye wi ony suPerstitions, itrs jist
a bad omen, iLts jist in the mind, it's nithin it's load of
hooee.

Q. How did you get Your forecasts?

A. The BBC on the wireless.

a. Can you forecast the weather looking at the weather jist
now?

A. No nay me. Auld lads can. The auld lads eest tae leave
Lhe harbour. They gied onything fae 80 to 100 mile and the
skipper would say slop her and they would throw the leads for
sounding the water, a big lang string we a leadr a41b. lead
full of-grease. Diap t,his doon the bott,om and get a look and
see if iE wis sand, o, steens or shells. The skiper kent'
exactly far he wis-at. He wi-s never far a glie., Th-ey,gied-
ricth iae the spot. Nowadays theyrve sonars and a their modern
technicians. Auld lads hid nane of that in them days. Auld
lads gied richt tae the bloody spot and- they didna -cast that
lead maybe three four t,imes richt tae the spot far he wis
want,in it.

Q. What did you do if you were out in bad weather?

A. Ye jist dodged the weather. You went slow lhrough the wind
all the time. Jist keep her heid up tae the wind.

Q. Were the harbours crowded in them days?

A. The harbours were full. Ye see Ehey hid a fleet for going
to the sea of big boatsr 45 to 55t at Lhe maest. Auld zulu sail
boats. They were a halled intae the harbour and that wis them
tied up for- the winter and a fleet of sma boats wis used in the
winter time.

Q. How much coal did You use a daY?
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A. That depended on the steamin you were detin. Maybe say
about 8 tae 10 ton a week.

Q. Did you use that in a week?

A. Aye.

Q. When you had long trips hid you enough coal to take you
down Lhere and back?

A. 0h aye ye bunkered aboot 23 ton.

Q. How much did a ton of coal cost then?

A. Cheap. I canna mine the ton. You used to be when you were
in the hoose able to go doon for a half cwt a coal for 2/6.

Q. How did you get your lights in your boat,?

A. I,,7e11 in olden days when I start,ed f irst it was a paraf f in - _

an then t,hey st,art,ed pitten elecLric lights intae the boat.s aff
the batteries an a dynamo for chargin the batteries.

Q. When you said paraffin did you keep the paraffin in a tank?

A. Aye the boat wis run on paraffi-n. The main engines gigd on
paraffin. He hid aboot two full 400 gallons paraffin in the
lwa tanks one on each side of the boat. That wis motor boats
1ike.

Q. Ye rnet Annie in Buckie where did you stay when you were
married first?

A. Buckie. 22 Harbourhead next tae Fowlers. Then we bought
36 Main Street.

Q. Your parents had a struggle bringing up you ones. Had you
a struggle bringing up your familY?

A. Oh aye. Wisna sik a big family as them. In olden d?y" ye
eeist to get auld folk, like me, telling you aboot that kina
days. You were lucky if you hid a toilel in the back garden.
Yoirr very first furniture wis orange boxes for your wardrobe.

Q. Nae wardrobes?

A. tr7e11 for keepin your dishes in. Canna keep your bloody
suit in an orange box. The auld fashioned boxes eeist to hae
three layers, e6ist to ahe a lang, well wetll say this is the
orange box in length, a shelf in there an a shelf in there.
One. two, Lhree s6elves ye hid far ye kept yetre cuPSr Saucers
an plat,es.



Q. When you were married James was the olg"ttr -then Marlyne,
itr"n Myrtie. Now Myrtle there she was called after t'he boat
you were on during the war?

A. Aye. I was due Lo go back to her when she was blown 9P wi
all hands. Named after-that boat. I wis due to go back along
wi the Buckie lads there were in her tae jine her on the Monday
an she wis blawn up on the Friday wi a hands.

Q. I^/hen you went to Yarmouth how long did you go to Yarmouth
for?

A. Sometime four weeks sometimes six weeksr eight
most,. The weather broke an you hid to cone home.
doon Lhere in bad weather it wis shall water.

Q. So you sailed fae Buckie down to there?

A. Aye fished a the way doonr__scarborough_ or Grimsby or
HartlLpool an Lhen we gied to Yarmouth or Lowestoft.

a. How long did it take you to go down there?

A. About 40 hours. l,Ihen I was fireman on a PorLknockie boat,
catd the Margaret Mair, the chief did the bunkr -g9t drunk an we

never saw hiil again, an we cam awa hame. I-gied 999" intae the
-ngine room in Yarm6uth an never eame oot of it till
Poitknockie. Fired her an oiled her a the wye hame. ThirLy
forty hoors an I gied intae Portknockie harbour an I came roon
the 6ack tae shut doon the main injection cause fin the tide
gied back the water went oot o Porlknockie harbogr, an we eeist
Io shuL doon Lhe inlet for the waLer for Lhe condenser an also
the airlock an oPened her uP. I gied roon there an I trippet
on the wye roon -at the back- of thg engine an I niver wak9l up
till Sunhay mornin, that wis fae Satuiday denner- time till
Sunday mornin. Waket up peicked. Jist a y-oung loon eighteen.
y;;; luld. An she endei .rp g"'ir- il-f ire Lhere burned.oo!, the
fouig"r.t Mair an the skipper-was killed wi a bomb wi his dother
in f,is oxsters, a German bomb.

Q. t/hat was the number of the Margaret Mair?

A. I canna mine. She wis a PE boat. She finished up getten
burnt oot in PorLknockie harbour.

Q. Can you mine when the boats were built at the end of Great
West,ern Road?

A. Aye.

Q. Was t,here a Yard there?

A. No jist a shed an they builL them at the side'

weeks at the
Couldna go



Q. Where was the shed at?

A. Oh jist richt doon fae your hoose.

Q. There wis no houses across the road?

A. Ni.thing there that lime. A the wye doon the coasL wis the
same. A the drifters an t,hat. Only cost you about f400 for a
drifter i-n them days. A this modern folk makes me laugh. Ye
see it was a lot of money but fit the hell why eould it be a
lot of money if ye didna hae it. Ye couldna get it. There wis
no dole in them days. Ye gied tae John Gordon that wis the
parish relieve of the toon, he would gie ye bugger all. He
mecht gie ye a five bob if ye were lucky.

Q. Had you to pay that back?

A. No no he paid you that. That was what you catd parish
relieve. But, there wis nae dole. When I was married I was six
weeks in a I niver got a hatpenny af,f. signing the dole an in
the inner end I was foreed to go up t,ae John Gordon, he bed up
High Street across fae the school. I gied in there, his office
was doon Lhe stair. I knocket an gied in. Aye aye. Tellrt
him fit, I wanted, Well I says we hiv got nithin to live on an I
says wetve got nae dole. Everytime l-gied tae the dole on a
Friday payday they always tell me the same thing t,hey haventt
got my papers through. Well he says I | 11 tell i" y.- winna git
nithin here. But we will give ye. He lif t,ed the phone an
rung, Irve a Mr. Penman up-here, hers being signin! here for
six weeks an he his hasna got any dole, what's the hold up, ye
hivna got his papers. Ah well he says hefs away down now
paying. I gied doon an I got- t2.L0/-.

Q. Ye hid a hard life really hadnrt ye?

A. It was a hard life but arbody wis contented. Itrs nae as
hard as it is noo. Itrs jist a bloody rat race noo. Itfs the
same wi the fishin industry an Lhey hivna got the sense tae see
it. How can they pit ither things intae proportion when they
canna pit their ane hoose in order. A lhe time the fishermen
hiv been gaten tae sea there his been nae provision made or
things kept af.f them or things of that kine tae pay their
income tax an noo* some of them are hundreds and hundreds in
debt, lhat they are gettin their pay conviscated noo half ot it
tae pay their tax. Sarne wi pensibn'funds they are comin roon
noo a bitty better, some are dein it, noo paying intae a fund
for a pension fund fin they retire otherwise therers nothing.
Fin I gied Lae the sea first I progressed fae a 30 Kelvin till
a 60 Kelvin up.

Q.

A.
An

Fitrs a Kelvin?

Kelvin engines, a Glasgow firm. Then we went tae Gairners.
I finished up wi Dennis Reid wi a 200 Gairner wi ten kiles a



side making a big livin in them days, buL Lhat wisna good
enough they went in for bigger boats, 400 H.P. engines, 500
H.P. engines. Noo fit did that 500 H.P. engine dee that the
200 couldna dee. The only difference wis t,hat they got oot
there an hoor or t,wa hoors faster t,han t,heir neighbour an back
in an hoor or two hoors fasLer for the market than their
neighbour. But during that time they were burni-n twice the fuel
three limes the fuel so if you got a pay oot of a thousand
pounds it would tak twa or three thousand pounds noo. Itrs
jist ridiculous. A kile of rope used to cost onything fae f50
tae f75 for a kile of ordinary sej-ne net rope, it's awa aboot
f150 noo. A net used to cost t75. Nets Lhey are using noo are
costing a thousand pounds, taw thousand pounds. A purse net
cost f10r000 an that a cheap ane.

Q. - See the nets that geid up an doon the road did you pit
ye're nets up their tae dry?

A. Aye, but, div you mean the nest that were on the poles in
the beach?

Q. 0n t,he pailings?

A. Aye thaL wis drying them. At the end of each fishin or if
ye changed ye're nets fin the herrin got bigger ye started awa
in the month of March the herrin wis sma so ye hid on sma mash
nets. In alden days ye maybe shot Lhat net,s maybe half a mile
lang, jist for the sake of speaking I eanna go intae figures
noo, the ebb tide they gied one wye an the flood t,ide they come
back lhe opposite wye. An atthing that wis sweemin got
cat,ch't, herrin. An the sma anes gied through the mash an Lhey
carried on sweemin tae be catch't some ither day. But noo
adays they wid take yetre false teeth oot of the water noo.
Everything. They hiv got nets noo that they pit alang the
dorey an they ging roon in a circle efter they see it on the
radar an fish finders an things o that kiner dfl they jist pit
awa Lhe dorey an ging away roon in a circle, the size of a
fitba park richt roon an richt back an pick up the dorey, tak
the end aboord an heave awa. Heave the bottom in, close the
bottom in Lak the top in gently until the bottom closed an
therers a little wee ring on the top an the net there is full.
An therers nithing saved-atthing thlre. Even the bloody gold
fish couldna git oot it. Now ye qee fishermen hiv deen thaL
themsell. Tae hell we you Jack I'm alright. They dinna think
o the rest of them thatrs comin in. As lang as they get their
new boats, new bungalows, new cars, disna matter a bugger for
them comin ahin. Very ignorant lot.

Q. How did you keep your beeF fresh long ago?

A. Well we just took at. aboord. The stuff we were gatin tae
be using at lhe end of the week, you got, the stores aboord on
Saturday, well maybe Sundayrs-and Mondayrs you kept t,hat ooL
they rest you rubbed rough sa't int,ae the beefr put it doon in



the box in the haul callan he jist took oot a bit every day as
you not it. Jist washed the sitt oot ot it.

Q. Did it keep fresh?

A. Ave. Thatrs aniLher thine t,halrs been deen awa wi-.
There'rs nae sic a thing as roigh satt now. Itve niver seen
nane. Therets sweet si't, sweEt rough satt but nae the real
rough satt. Ye eeisL t,o go to the school wi a lump of cod in
your pooch wi a lump of blaek stuff, hard fish. Used tae geL a
thousand wemen in Smithies in Aberdeen that,fs a Lhey did split
fish an clean [hem an pickled them an dried them.

Q. You went to school wi fish in your pockets?

A. Aye that wis your kitchie. Your playtirne piece or your
sweeties. We used to keep the peas oot of the broth an ate
them on the wye tae the school. That wis your sweeti-es. Nae
sweeties in them days. Nae money tae buy them. Ye get mare
noo fin ye leave t.he school than fit we got tae live on.

Q. How did you survive?

A. Jist got......rrr/ father eeist to go down in t.he summer
time, this Ei-me of year, month of June. He gqid doon tae
Macduff harbour an buy a box o whi[ings for 2/- or 2/6/, take
t,hern home, clean themr Bu! them an split them an wash them put
them in a t.ub wi rough sa't mixed up wi ea1l water until the
haddock or fit ever fish he wis pittin in used to float on the
surface, then ye pourt the hale lot intae the tub. Then ye let
them be in the tub for six twelve hoors, then ye wid tak them
oot pit them in a bath or a basket an the quines in t,he summer
timer mI brothers an sisters wld tak them doon the beach an
spread them oot on the beach an take them hame every nicht bone
hard an pit, them through the auld fashioned mangle wi the big
rollers an that flattened a the bones an ye got mare intae the
iron bathr &fl that gied up the stair intae the garret an that
wis your kitchie for a winLer. You used t,o get, a box o
haddocks lhe next week an did the very sane thing. So you
didna starve there. You wid go to the bulchers in Banff an buy
a hale coots heid for 5/-, sheeps heed for 3d or silpence an a
pigts skin bone take hamer my father eeist tae skin't, break it
up wi the axe, pit it in the biler, bile the hale bloody lot in
the biler, in the auld fashioned biler in the kitehen ye eeist
tae bile yetre clathes in, stirred it up an t,ook it oot an took
a fhe beef aff the bones, put away the bones an put the beef
back inlae the biler again, then pour't the hale 1ot intae
basins an that wis your potted heed, real potted heed big
chunks of beef nae shite like you get noo adays. In the next
week, well nae the next week, but we'll say that onywyr we geid
doon tae the butchers again an buy a tripe. Maybe get a tripe
for 5/-, tak it, hame spread it oot on the grass scrape it a,
take it in, pit it intae the bath then the quines or the loons
wid ging in an tramp it in the bath. Ye kept scrubbin an

l--
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trampin until it was pure white, take it oot cut it up an pit
it in the biler an that wis your t.ripe an onions. It wls the
quines job this week to go for the milk, Ye used to travel
aboot,2 rniles oot an Lwo miles back for a big white enamel pail
o skirnmed milk fae Lhe farm 5/-. Great big paiL 5/-. An Lhe
loons job wis to go up the Hill of Dounes, t,hatrs the hill
aLween Banff and Macduff, up there an gather the whin bushes
that were burntt two bags for the day and take them hame an
that wis your fire if ye didna hae as much as burn the coal.
An the only punishment ever I got fae my rnother was for telling
a lie. I didna get for....... t,here wi-s a sweemin gala on in
Macduff in Banffr 8n that wis abooL a mile an half ye hid tae
travel fae oor hoose tae Banff Harbour. An I wis only a young
loon going to the school an I noL a shilling an I sell't ane of
my readin books tae this bloke for a shillin an I hid tae get
my punishment afore I got my shillin. I got the shilling an I
gied ower tae the gala an I only went inLae one thing cause I
only hid one shillin. I went intae the diving, biding alow the
wat.er an this boys I kent they were the cracks in Banff ye see
sweemin, Kempie an Cormack, they were the kingpins supposed to
be, In I gied along side Charlie Cormack, jist a young loon
gatn tae the schooll well I says Irm gettin this by nae matter
f it happens. So I says I'11 j ist bide wi them, he's t,he best
itts hlie. Fin he gings up IIlt carry on. So that ts fit
happenedr w€ a dived in aff the pier aboot twelve of us,
sweemi-n alow the water. I wisna started until Charlie Cormack
gied awa up. He was the last. I kept sweemin an sweemin till
I couldna get ane further for Lhe middle jettyr so I came up
the steps an they were shoutin oot the first prize wis Charlie
Cormack. An ae wifie at the Eap of the steps she shouts oot Hey
no no mannie therers ane comin up here. The thing wis ye didna
get yerre first prize until they hid a ball that *is the
Wednesday, they hid a ball a dance in the Territorial Hall on
Friday nieht, well I was too young for Lhat but my auntie, she
used to be a school teacher, an her twa sisters they were at
the dance. So I forgot all about it an I went awa tae the
school on Monday, cam hame an my mither says tae me far were
you last llednesday. I says school far did ye think I wis.

rBangr my mither was 18 stone an fin she hat ye she hat y€. An
she-say-s thatrs a lie. I hid forgotten a aboot it. She says
herets a voucher for 2L/-, which is a lot of money in them
days. An ye hid to go ower tae Banff tae collect 2L/- of
stores, sugar an tea an onyt,hing you wanted oot o Liptons. An
I got a pillowslip an I didna get the bus I hid Lae carry the
bu[gers back. An-she says thalrs a punishment an itrs nae for
duking the school it's for telling lies. Telling lies. In
them days, nae only me but a my pals, if we met an auld woman
or an auld man carrying a parcel or hurling a barraw we widna
let them by pass an push the barra, we eeist tae tak it fae
them an did it for thern even suppose it was a mile tae walk.
Took nothin for it. We eeist tb go doon maybe one otclock two
otclock in the mornin fin the boats were comin fae the lines an
hurl the auld fishermens four lines an sculls in the barraws
rnaybe abooL a quarter a mile to oor hoose. We jist did it so
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we could get a rummage in their tin or piece box far .ye keep a

Itre-aula !i"" or bisEuits that used to tome in. So jist for
ih; sake i,f .riio itt"it pies that they couldna ate at the sea'

Q. How did you manage to bring up your family on the pay you

were gettin?

Well everybody helped everybody' -The wifets mither wast-
mv ane mither tat"'e she couldna, but auld Bellkie hersell
'ii";T; ;i;i;;; ;h;-;r; a godsend. EvervthilE eied.through
hoo".. IL wisna a case of this is yours and this ts mlne'

Q. What happened when you were on the drifters?

A. There was plenty of rats on the drifters'

Q. Have You any stories on them?

A. I^Iell there wis ane but it wisna in the fishin it wiz in
Ipswich. r wJs t; _ip;rich and I wis chief of a mi-ne sweeper in
Toswich. She was fuit of rats. I complained and complained
;;;-;;;; ";;;"";;i--o"ytt'i"g 

aboot it' -used to throw a doze of
gii"Ur--.'ttu"J-"f of loave o"r cheese on the t'able and afore you

ioi-ip- tfre tr"p ""tr" 
the deck Lae look doqn the table was full

of rats eaten.' I mine I gied back fae leave in a bonny grey
suit. I took-it-aii an Utnted mysell. I hid a room tae Pysell
;;a-i hung it ;; u"-r heard this crunchin' :t1l:lil-? nicht' I
kent it was the'rats. An I gave twa three knocks and i! gigd
;;; again. An fin I rose in"the mornin I started speakin aboot
the rats and i "ty" tae Lhe boys I heard ane last night
crunchin. I gi"a'away tae put on-my boony troosers and there
wis a hale bl;;;t ieg'eateo'oot of frer. it.te seen them among-

rhe oil and they'u""E t." aip their. tgil u*?tg the oil and take
their tail u.ro'"" their moo ind suck it. I've seen thern fin I
was gaen to t,he school up- in l^lillie walkers, the carters in
Hall Street. 

--itn. 
r""o lhem carrying-a! egg. -The hen gied

auoora the horses heed intae the -stall far he kept-his corn
oif. The hen gied in there and laid their eggs' I've seen a

rat siLtin quiEii' and watchin. , He-g-ot his four,PqwF roon the
;il."J-i"fi"J-o"'fti" side and the iiher rat pulled him awa by

hI; tail. Fii ttt" raLs in the boats wis caused wi thgy were

;ii iinea in the cabins and lhe side of the boats. Fit I mean

Uy-ri"i"i in. 
- irris is the side of the boat ye see'- well the

wooden strappin see. Rats used this as runway-s. They did awa

wi t,hat. M;a;;n boats dinna have that now. They hiv nae rats'
NAe wi tae hide.

Q.

A.

Did you ever have anY holidaYs?

Holidays! Tae hell wi holidays'

Q. Did you ever have a holiday. where did you and Annie spend

your honeYmoon?
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A. Aberdeen. My aunties. Holidays!

Q. When the kids came along did you have any entertainment?

A. No jist yetre ane entertainment like fin you were-Y99ng an
Lhe ent6rtainment ye hid wis playing lricks on ither folk.

Q. What kind of tricks?

A. Well you eeist tae get a purn- ot black threed an a lit'tle
steenie o'r a lump of gliss and tak it intae the top of the
windae and the s-t,een In the middle of the pene and you eeist
;;;-"t.o awa baek fae the purn. You used tae tap, tap till !h.
wifie came oot. She couldna see nithing and gied back in and
ye kept tap, tappin till she got fed -up. She hidna- got the
'sense'tae gi" ii-back tae ye. I used tae-gang by- the windows
in the darl and used tae hit the windae wi yo''ux han and drap a
Uottle. Crash! See her coming running oot. You wid hide up a

close. Then ye eest tae get paper and- poke them intae the
spoot,s. Crack'a match. You wid-hear the paper- roaring up the
siooL. They wid come bombin oog the hoose. That wis your
trick.

Q. Had you any spare lime when you were not at the sea?

A. It wis a sPare time.

Q. What did you do in it apart fae rummelin spoots?

A. There wis nathing tae dei. My gang, they qrg_a deed now or
near aboot it, twis us that made the first Macduff swimming-
pool at Tarlair. We made the firs! pool. A dozen of us. Far
the Macduff pool is at. If the tide gied back there wis nae
bloody wat,er awa doon tae the fit of rocks for water. So we

put steens a the wi aeross and w9 ggt diffets and fullt! ,tq .
ihe holes and fin the Lide came in-it fulltt ttp and drained
.r"y slowly. Twa Lhree year after tha! fin the Town Council
saw prospetts they put a cement pier across and made the
u*irnhi"S'pool. Wa made the sweemin poolr.nae !b9*:. We started
it. It"uied to be a great thing at one time ti1l they
eommercialised it.

Q. Had you

A. No.

Q. You hid

any superstitions when you were at the sea?

nea superstilions at all?

A. Maybe a little bittie. Atbody- is 1_ bitLie. Bit it didnrt
bather'me Ehat much. A lot of folk. Oh dear me. That boy I
i"fftt ye aboot wi the lemon sole. Ae Monday- morning we were

Joi"g-u'f f an he catchtt his fatherrs shoe on his iley. Stand
;y-h; said tae ging back, Th9 young.lad kep!.gatl.tae ging
U'ack. Superstiiiois, itr s a lot of dirt. It's all in the
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mind. Di-sna mean nithing. Fin I wis married we eesist tae
giog tae Buekpool Harboui and then there was bicht far the pier
ii"i" doon ani the big pier gied along. And there used to be
6, 7 ot uso On Sunday there-used to be 30. 40 there on Sunday
m6rning. That wis a iovely harbour. It was a Godrs sent
harboui wi pure white sand- t,ill the Town Council made a bloody
gi"." peickld it up. That wis it. I dinna ken fit they got it
ilirou Lloody much maybe a thousand, two thousand pounds tae
allow the distillery- tae dump their burnt a1e doon the sewers
in Buckpool HArbour aside Fowlerts the baker. Put it doon
there aira gaen oot of the sewer and it finished up-say a year
and a half-twa year till atthing on the beach was furned and
the sand was bl-ack. Ye couldna-sweem in the harbour and the
stink was awfa. An nony a time I wis at Doranrs, fin he was
headmaster aE Buckie Caiholic School, complaining. Used tae
pit yetre plugs intae yetre sink tae keep !h. srnell coming b"9f
ip.'It wai t[at bad. -There used to be a forest of tangles tf{
ttre rocks intae the sea aboot quarter a rnile of pure forest and
every tangle stalk was as thick as yotlr body and within six
montirs th6re wisna a bloody t,angle left. It was a burned. If
the Town Council had a choi<ed diain Lhey used to stick the tail
of Lhe tanker hose doon an that burned it clear. Buckpool
Harbour, if t,hey hid used their brains fin they.were !91,1'tr if
he hidn6 well hL gets the blame anyway Mercer, it could have
been made intae a-lovel sweemin pool, heated sweemin pool wi a

pier outside tae guard it: Nithin tae touch it. But that
Ltooay Strathlene you could drink a the water Lhat is in it.
Fits it noo. Itrs-nithing. But Buckpool HArbour. You could
have had a lovel sweemin fool inside ihe harbourr heat'ed pool
and the pier would have stopped it !"" the sea fae -gettin in.
But no jist noo a lurnp of shit,e. Jist mark my words, I wi-nna
;;; iir"but maik my wbrds, Lt winna be lang aiore it fars doon.

Q. Do you think so?

A. Aye, bloody sure of it. In aulden days-Buckpool harbourt
Portgordon harLour and fin a thaL harbour wi,s builtr so that
fin the wavet-frii" the pier the air passes through.-, Thatrs f it
ye ca a dry stane dyke. Jist built like wedges, wedged up-
'"ti"t wedgLs bul theytre strong. But now the waves hits the
cement dy[e you canna comPresS water. Water winna compress.
you could fiil a tank of water you could fill a kettle of water
and seal the lid on that put a pump on tae it thatfs the end of
it. Ye winna dei nit,hing till't. To raise up the water you
hiv to gie it pressure, maybe a fit or sor.Pit, mare pressure
ontae tfre tank. But wi eement walls, thatrs the way Buckie
harbour cost so much money. Look at' t'he back of the harbour wi
holes. Fin it hits it, ii fr:.ts it and hits it till it breaks
oot a bit then it eats'and breaks and breaks. Therefs nae ajt
comi-n through. 0h theyrve fil1t in Buckpool Harbouf .
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