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I.

v
rnterview with John Murray (tBodget), "Regent villatt, Titness
street, Buckie and John Murray ('Smackert), 57 yardie, Buckie.
3. 5. 88

a. What was the name of your boats?

A. You mean that we first went to sea in?

a. Aye.

A. I wid say the rForelockr BCK 60.

a. And wis it wood or sLeel?

A. Steel. Aye, frae Aberdeen, Alexander Hall, Aberdeen.
Right ?

Q. And your one?

A. The tFruiLfulr.

Q. And the number?

A. L94. BCK \94. She wis built, in
think. Wis t t nae Smi t,h Duggan ? No .
She wis condemned in Yarmouth minr.

Q. Wis it, wood or steel?

A. Stee1.

ha11 Russells, Aberdeen,
Hall Russelli I rhink.'

Q. Now your engine room det.ails - whit were your workinr
conditions like?

A. A wellr you-see, in steam days ye hid a chief ant a
fisherman, Lhatrs at that ye hid. The fireman got aboot 3O/- a
ry99\r dn' the engineer got aboot f2r aye {.2.L0/-. They had
different size ot engines ye see. There wis compound 

-engines

and triple engines. That-wis the bigger size, the triple
engines. But they were at steam, thet hid tae shuffle-in t,he
coal in tae the biler tae get thg steam up tae get the engine
t.ae gor ye see. Anr t,hey were at worket by hanY fae belot.
Th. -skipper jiq! !a!g doon whit he winted aL rhe relegraph, and
he did the needful in the engine room. ^He hid a big levLr t,hat
he pu11e9 

"p anr be put on t6e steam anr he revers"d her or pit
lgr aheid jist wir this one lever, in the engine room. The
fi-qe-rpln took her to sea anr the chief took h6r ashore. I,ili_r
s.4/d#i€€.q-men, aye in the f ishint days. If they were on
steaming p"ssage, it wis a case ot r'ut.h on ur,i'rutch aff.
Four on an' four aff , aye ant a mealtime wi-s a mealtimer ye
see, ant maybe four hoors Lae the next.



Fa t ever wis on watch hid tae clean the fire sometimes r aye ifye were on a lang steam ye ken, ye hid tae clean the firel Lhetime ye were steamint ta-e kegp'tire boat gaun. That wis rakinloot a' the f ires an t creanin |' t.hem unt 
-tfiio*i"' -i; -rri, 

coaltu-. get mair steam. The clinkerr-the hail stock pot fae;iashes. Ant r+.rl ye h1d tae hail it this ashes up lrrrouet aventilator an' -dump them ower the side, the chiei, -;;i-o-- -
sometimes the deckies gave ye a hant.

Q. And how dld ye cool the engines of the boals?

A. Cool them?

a. Aye, wis there a coolint system?
rI

A. No-, nae wi-.r 
? le.am. ye_ I is_t ffia Lhem every twaev:ry hoor.or half hoor. rf trrey hear up ye jist ,r".dwater an' throwed it on. Ayer tae keep itrbm Lool. Themicht saft soap the water, int that wis it. Th;t-te"tjob. They kept them runnint ony way.

Q. How did you do your ordering of your groceries?

hoors,
soapy
chief

their

A. The ordering ot the groceri-es? oh weelr at the start ottT" fishin' y9 see, that wis a right case. ye hid u"-uiur loto' work wenl in tae the sLart ot itre f ishint. Atween paintintthe boat.r -!h?t wis dean at through the year till t,he time came.
Tltr_t: lig !oy" rae gainr., rhe 6ale fleet o' Uo*" 

-i." 
paint,an'ropes tae tarr-an'ye hid a hale fleet, of nets tae come ooto' Lhe store tae ging- do-on tae the barkint place tae be barkit.A fleet cam'aboaid the boat, !h" spare an.i gid up-ui;;;-^--'

9:i"1 -tfem,_then ye rook rhem.doon bry aboard"th" 6our u'for. y.gad ?wa'. That wis afore ye iver started tae fish. And theirye gid t?e the grocef s. Then ye gid roon t t,rt"-r,"i" too"l ,i;",horse an t cairt-in they days , uy"l Georgie lriit""i". ye gidroont at the crew, mayLe nin" o't ; "r"r] in Lhe summert,i-me. an,y9-g9! a' his. geai abbard, his bed<lie ui'-rti"--urr"il"r"uii'-iiI"oilskins ant beets, gnr then ye feenished "p-rt-;h;-;rocersafore ye gid doon. Ant.y. took at !€8...1 weelr -a b;;i;;-;tsugar.in those.guy".mint, a hynnerweigtrt bug, "nt a gieat bigbox ot burrer grtr. it,wis in half p""3i, t" ken, t,wenty eightpyr,t -boxesr aflt lit else, tea. rt wis in- t.hree'plv wid boxes-wis it three pun' boxes? r cannat minr. Anr vu'rria ;;.;;";;'prunes an' boxes ot dried fruiL, applg rings, ;;t--u-tiringmart
:J.^"1::"ll -1T" 

o' rhar srgar. big.;il;i inu", ye ken. Aye, naethe wee roon' anes, ane ot the-big anes. ya irsed tae siice af fa bit. rt wis aye after halint, ilaistly. or a sunday nichtmaybe. Tin the cook wis ashore. rnar ri" yer s;;J;t'"i.[[;"tae. Anr bags ot tatties ant bags ot 
-neeps.

Q. Did ye make yer own loaf?

+. Nor-no. Ye took loaves ril y€. ye see, sometimes ye wisin, at least ainse in t.he twa daysr ony wey. ye wis



practi_cally -every duy. rf- ye g9t ony herrint, ye wis in every
9?y. Ye hid boxes o' crackers for emergenci_es.- Aye, yon hardbiscuits, ye ken. Anr oatcakes. Beef ?- weel y" ciruid'takr aweek's beef wir ye at a time. Ye sat,led it doon ant put splce
on it, qnt satt.- wi had a wee barrelie that, we kept it in'in
the sma' boat for keepinr the beef. Thatts at. git ye couldget beef half througb the week if ye wanted. Ant bacon ant
eggs ant thal kinr ot stufft ye were maybe awat twa days athin,or sausages. bit it wis aye maistly fried herrint thai ye hidtae yer breakfast, sometirnes nearly three dizen, dependinr onlhe ?i?.. _ Aye, up Lae very near thirty herrint-fried everymornin', dependint the kin-r -o-r boat ye'wis in t ye ken. Tf.'yehid a good cook it wis at richt,, but we wis onry fourteen, v€
?eg, gayl -awat cook, jist lef t tfre school ant giun awat "ooi.An' ye hld tae cook tae nine men.

Q. Did ye get an exemption?

A. No, we niver got. nae exemption. tfe lef t schoor at thatt.ime. 0h no, that wis the time that ye lef t sehool - second
year.

a. So ye jist went right to the sea when ye left school?

A. Aye. If ye left that simmerr ye went awat that simmer.

a. Have ye any funny stories aboot yer cookinr?

Q. Ha, ha, well there wis some disasters!

a. Well, whit, kind ot disasters?

A. A well, sometimes if ye wis makinr pastry it didnat t,urn
oot sae gooqr dot fit. dae ye car them, thon Evets pudddints ant
that, kin' ot Lhings, that bunk and things ot that tiot ot
thing. Bgt, over all it wis pretty good. Ye jist learned as
ye went-alo-ngr ye see. There wis some lads gooa cooks, dfll
some lads that cooked jist tae get a start tae get on iae the
deck or something. They werenat interested in -ookint, but,
some lads were, some lads went at the time cookint. rl wis a
good j9b if.ye put yer mint tae it. Oh, it. wis a good job. ye
got a lot. a' mair time aff, ye see, cookint.

Q. Now how did ye light the boats?
t,he boa ts ?

How did ye get lightinr in

A. Lightint? CarbiL that ti-me.. It, wis carUiL sas. ye made
ye.r own gas that time. I,iir carbide, carbiAe ant witer. That
made the gas. Ant it. wis pipet thr6ugh t,he boat. I,{ee burners,
little wee burners. High tailies, they gaud Lhem. Ant the t.wi
wirkgt the gither. rt wis a good qnough licht, bit ye hid tae
watch. Ye hid tae watch t,he carbi4e, ye see, for the gas. Anl
ye hid t?q keep the pipes clear cause sometimes, if ye got
watter, if ye got a blob ot watter in the pipes't,hat-wii it, ye



rj

couldnat get the gas through. ye hid tae keep the pipes clgar,
the hail seL ot them, richt through t,he boat. It wis carbifle
gasr ye see. Then we goL electrie aifter that. For mast
teiilichts, ant steamiit lichts, it wis pariffin.

Q. Wis i-L?

A. Oh aye. It wi-s paraf f in lichts. Ye hid tae takr them in
Lae the gelly ant lieht them. Weel. in some boats they were
kept in lhe engine room, because t.hey were polishedr tbey were
scbored. Some"boats t,hey hid them phintedr-bit an afar iot o'
boats, they used tae clean them. Oh aYer ye used tag licht,
them in the gelly or the engine room, whichever. An' heist
t.hem up. Come oot, on t,he deck an' heist them up. In the
balyard ant heisL them up, ant pit ither Lwa on top gt the
wheel-hoose. There wis a clippie jist aL the back o' t.he licht
reflecLor, ye ken. Bit inside it wis jist-a paraffin^lampiet
jist like ye wid hae in the hoose, aYer wi' a wick an' a glass,
isit a green licht on the starboard side ant a reed aner aye
jisL a shade. That wid be the important thing. 0h aYet Lhat
wis the licht. Till the elecLric came on the go. lrle got lhe
electric aifter that,. Even thenr some ot the scaffies used
sLeam. Steam dynamoes Lhat they hid then afore the electric,
oh aye, afore they gou in tae deisel like.

Q. How did you do your forecasting? How did you forecast the
weather?

A. Weather forecasting? Oht Ye olly got it along wir a
fishint bulletin. Roon abouL L2 o'clockr or half past. Roon
aboot denner time ye got iLt aYe. There wis jist the one. If
ye mist it then ye hid had it, there wis aniLher ane aboot six
orclock again, something like that. There wi-s twa a day or
something- like that. Bit it wis j ist a receiver t.hat- ye hidt
there wiinae nae transmitters in ihat, day, ant if ye lost it at.
thal time, weel.... Ach the wireless was jist a box wir a weet
battery ur,t a d.xy baLtery. Ant there was i great big horn? ?nt
ye hid-tae tune in Lhe horn, sometimes ye-hid yer lug hookin'
ttt. aireals. That wis the excuse fin yb a:-ana-e get onythin'
through. Bit the auld lads wis pretty good in tlt.y days wi'
the s[.y. They kent the weather by the sky an' that', the clouds
an t th-ese thihes. An t even watchin t the birds. Ye ken, the
birds washint fhemselts ant cleanint themselts, ant at t'haL
kinr ot stuff. That at came in Lae their reportoire, like,
ayer the auld 1ads. We didnat ken aboot t.hat kint o' things,ttause we wis youngerr w€ didnat batherr Ye see. Bit the auld
lads kent,, they kent by the differenL clouds, fan it wis gaun
tae rain ant fit wey the winr wis gaun Lae gingr aflt if the
winr wis gaun tae sirift anr ar that, kind thing-.. Anr oot winr,
that wis donsidered a northerly winr, ye see, ant in w!n's,
that wis a southerly wi-nt. Goatrs hair in the skYr an' thal.

Q. Fit in the sky?



A. Goatrs hair - clouds. That wis considered a southerly
wint.

a. Wis it?
A. Oh aye, that, wis at southerly wint. An| if Lhey 9at the
norttt fy'i"l clear, that wis gaun tae be,souLherly win-t. That
wis an indicat.ion. That wis"in the sail boat days, they didnar
like tae see a pea green sky in the morninr. That wis a gale
ot winr - a sign ot-wint. Red sky at night. George Cowie I
wis wit, ayer he wis in t'he galleY.

Q. Wis thaL tcodlint?

A. No, tPumt. George tPumt.

a. I ken George Cowie t Codli-n t .

A. \trha wis he?

Q. Fae Gordon Street.

A. Is Lhat him that wis in the factory?

a. Mhum.

A. He wis ni-ver at the sea.

Q. No, bit he got it fae his fat.her he said. He wis usually
accurat.e wir his weat.her forecasts.

A. I widna thocht, that noo.

Q. No bit he is.

A. I widna thochL tcodlint himselr wid hae been onyt'hing. He

wis a deckie wir ma father ant t,hem. Aye, near a'his time.
A;t I widna thocht he wid a been. Maybe he wid ar repeaLed whit
he heard it,her lads saYint.

Q. Aye, that's f it I'm sayin'. I^ihit acLions did ye. take in

"-..r.tl weather and storms Lf. ye were caught out in Lhe sea?

A. Oh, therers nae an afai loL y. quid dae except-slack oot
rnair rop". If ye wis lyint at t,he nets, _at ye.could dae wis
;i;-ooi'mair rop" antgie her a chain. if ye.wis.steaminr, t,he
bnlv thine ye cbuld dle wis jist dodge, thatrs a'. Nod yer
heib in til'tt,, thaLts at ye -an dae. Ye s9e, ye bent, down the
end ot a chain. Ye 3ist hid tae ride on the rope that ye-hidt
ye see. That wis the rope that wis tied tae the nets-Ie kel: 

-
Ye eased tae slacken the-heid till ye got a shackler if ye hid
ane atween the nets, liker aflt y. slackened oot, an'ye got in
a chain in tilttr aflt y" slackened it oot so's the rope wis 

.
slack ant the chiin wis tight, it alow the watter. It widna'



L.a

lcre oot Lhe water. Na, it widnat come oot the water. It wid
'irk ant be liable tae brack. The weeht or the chain ant
atthing. Ye cannat dae much in severe weather if yetre
steaming roundr ye jist have tae ease the boal back anr jist
-et- her go. Bit Lf. you kenL the weaLher was cornint awat, if
,'cu hid an idea that the weather wisr comint awat, weel,'ye wid
a'awa ant haul yer nets ant try ant get ashore. Tf. ye colldnat
_:et ashore, weel ye jist hid tae dodge her, thatrs at. Ye ken,
:€, it wis Loo bad for steami-n'. Ye jist dodged her up through
:he-winr, ye kept her mizzen up anl lgpt her"up through the
;in'. Ye kept. her through Lhe win' a' the time. There wis
:raet,hint else ye quid dae. Irve niver seentt that ye couldnal
sLeam, fot at thal. Nae in the drifters. No. Itv-e seents
ivint on oor broadside on trawlers. bit. then asain. thaL wis
;i-st jisL lyint on the fishint grounds, an| y" ii""i gaun tae
steam ashore. Bit, then again, ye wis awa' for maybe eight,
:en days at that time ye see, an' ye couldnat rin oot ant in.
ie jist.-let the boat lie on broadsider dnt jirt let, her swing
racl ant fore. Steam on a bit ant ji6t let her lie, keepint:
ner position. Fi-n I wis at the seine net,, ye couldnar wirk in
Lhe witherr ye jist let, her lie, till ye quid wirk, steam up a
cittie an'jist let her lie. Aye, there wis naeLhint yu quid
Cae.

?.

a.

Ant fit were yer wages like?

Irlell, in that t,ime ot day?

Mhum.

A. A pgnr a week we got as cookr ont the firemen got. thirt,y
shillinrs. Fin ye wis deckier ye went, on Lo sharel There wis
lols ot times yer share camt tae niLhinr at at at the end ot
t.he fishinI, ttause, afore-atbody got pied oot,-anI eet got fit
wis left, that. wis naethin'. There wis naethin' left tae
pairt. That couldnarve guin on for fourt.een weeks, aflf
ieelished upr ye got naefhinr aL dt, nae even a pount. Ye wis
awa' tae Yarmooth for eicht weeks. ThaL wis the general run.
Ye guid awat ony time aifter Armistice Sunday minY. Ayer ony
lime aifter the eleventh. The bad weather eased tae set in
therer dflt the boats eased tae come awat hame then. Ant that
wid hae been aboot eicht weeks there. oot v. micht iist be the
very same. Ye micht.nat g"L onyt.hint' aE a''. If ye irir lucky
enoughr ye could maybe mlkt so*et,hint oot ort at Yarmooth. I
think it wis a' spent on presents onyway, a present t.ae t,his
ane ant a present tae thal ane, it, wis at leit ahint ye.
Yarmooth did at richt oot otL. Yarmooth made a lot o't money,
atween fit the men spent on groceries qnt coalr &flt fit wis
spent on a Saturday nicht. That wisnat much. Fit wisrt?
Aboot half-a-crown a weekr we gotr tae spent? Aye. Ye hid tae
buy a weekrs fags oot ot thatr-five bob a week. -Fil wis Lhe
picters, saxpence? An t t,here wis a loL o t picters. That wis a
good do for his kinr ot lads, tcauser up herer we niver eased
tae see the varieLy shows. Maybe three, fower, fiver aye, sax



I

or siven pieter hooses. Anr there wis Lwa variety hooses mine?
There wis the Hippodrome ant thon ane roon the front - the
Aquarium t aye, three. Aye ant there wis t,he roller skatint ant
that.. Aye there wis great night life. Aye, I wid say thatt
smashinr. Aye, there wis a lot. o' money left doon there, a'
lhe. same. Ay", tfrey did at richt af f ot us. There wis a big
f lt"et ot boats it that time see, aye the quines wis doon there
ant a ye see, t,hey spent a good lot ot money, lot ot things
they cwed buy chaiper doon there thit were dearer up here.
:line ther wii t,haL big shop - Arnolds. it,s nae there noor f itrs
in its place noo? The market! Wis it st.ill there f in we were
last dobn there? No, t,hey said it wis awat.

a. So t,hatrs what you did when you were off duLy?

A. Picters. Thatrs what we did. Picters on a Saturday nicht.
(fn the boats she says), oh off duty? Ye geed awat tae yer
bed. Long toors ye were tired.

a. You had long hours had you?

A. Oh yes, somet.imes haulint four tae twelve toors dependinr.
in the wealher ant dependinf in the herrinr. You got some afat
hauls ye wis fae aiy -side tae t,he ither. SLarn aside ant ye
hid sails halt aff bnt starn yer starn. EveryLhing wis hauled
by hant y. see, Lher wis^twa iads on the deck-haulit', ant four
tlas on A rope, un athint wis halt by hant, nae metter fit ye
did, theyrd shack the deck. Twa lads shack the net, quick so
you at hid tae be at the same tirne ye couldnar hae. Lty lad-shacken ant another lad hailinr, tcause t,hat, wis a hole in the
net. It wis a case ot hail otei ant shack t.he net, hail oter
ant shack the net till ye got. it in, it wis murder. I,it,!hem
days ye hidnat lees or nit6in', at ye hid wis this LLdHd''ropg,
ti-ed bn tae the fit ot the neLs ye ken, tae st,op her. It hid
its ain stoppers on iL so ye-hove'er up an' each net hid its
ain stopperr-ant t,hat kind ot eased the rope a bi!, bit ye hid
t.ae hail her oot, t,he water wae yer hands. Oh no, no nor Lhe.
stopper wis take richt tae Capstainr Ye hailed.it up sine, o'9r
yer'heed, that wis it, bit yetd maybe hae sometdy saYr meetinr,lmine the netsr? A mile lang ye seer the nets. The winter
time I suppose ye worket fouity five, fLfty nets. SLreps ol
ne ts an t ibpes :osis sho t. , three s trips f ourieen s trips an t

strapped the anchor see. Drappet t,he anchorsr afl' threw the
nets ant left. t,hem, drappet anit.her puckle an'left Lhem.
In Lhe morninr haiit thbm up. diffeient fishinf thenr same
idea, different meLhod. Ye see when you know Lhe sear you
could shot the stripa mile lang. Lochs ye see, were different,
inside the lochs , Lf they were oot.side, oh you could shot a'
the ropes ootside. Lochs wis a strip here an' a strip there,
if ye shotted them ar ye cwedna move. If ye come back next'
d^y', ye jist picket up t.he bows ant st.arted haulinr. Ant iL
wis'freeien, aia ye mine? Brakinr t.he ice steamj-nt the boat. up
ant doon the fresh water. A good bit ot fresh waLer. I mine
aLy time I wis in the tOberanlet aLy winter wae the rseafort,hr.



ait wis the first ane? Oh the tAirisortr, we broke Lhe ice, we
;ent tae turn the net, we hid tae haul thg ice, I heard them
savint iL was the only Lime they iver sawtt. Oh ye:d some
;ierd doors it the hairbor, oh youtd some awfat doots. It wis
rhe only time we iver saw'L. The cook hid tae kiel a' the
:opes "L". He wis doon wae a box Lae tim.Sale.' gigh-t ot cloek
at nicht we started t.ae haul till eight, ot clock in the
Io.tlint. Twelve toors, shol the net6. Five cran ot herrinI
:taLS aboot twenty paslure ot herrint the neL. We went 9*at- up
:ae Stornowar, we- siarted tae chairge at L2 orclock in_t'he 9^y,
i2 otclock it'nicht or we feenished. 8 orclock on Friday nicht
A'e start.ed, then it wis L2 orclock Saturday,nicht or we
f eenished.' We wis richt roon aboot ant we'd nae st,op. Ye wis
aiy deint someLhj-nr either meninf nels or chairgint.or
;hi tiver. l^/e got f.2 a cran that I s @W.w*- that I s f our
:askets. Aye [errint baskets. Ye Lrid tae work in those days
antye niver got much reLurns, The firsL herrint cran I saw in
Lerwickr w€ dumpet them. lhey worket them then sheeled them
cter t,he side ant geed awat o6t for mare.

a. How was that like?

A. t Cause there wis nae market. Wedna t btry them there. O 
I er

ruckle herrint. Anr for a time they couldnat hantle Lhern.
They didnat br'ty Lhem. Yetd ging oot again-r s9", if you gol
them sailt, or try some ither weYr or gomethin'again, g9.oo!
ant dump t,hem. You niver got nithin' f 9t thern, t,hats f it it
ris, sel. Nae compensation then. Aye, iLs true though. It
rvis a wasLe ot maniower ant il wis a wasLe a fish it the same
f ime. You was cat.Lhint f ish, if it hid been regulated, like it
is noo, it did eome Lae t.hat eventually, half the f leet wenL at
one time. One nieht ant half the fleet went. the ither nicht.
Either that or reduce the nets per man, hae five nets per man
aef ler t.he war ye hid three shots per week. Well, Lhat's fit
ye were supposed t,e11. Or maybe six net.s p9r T?1, siven nets
b"r man, dependint on hoo much fish t,here wis like. Fi! da,e ye
tat thone Broch rnannie he regulated aefter the war mine? They
reeulated it aefter the war. It wis a better idea because
aUSdy catin a haul oot ant ye maybe got in three shots in a
week'thit ye wid hae tae dump if ye didna get them sailt. IL
didnat aiy' work that wey like bit it could'ave. I,lait tae we
see, hoo iang did we gaig aefter t.he war, tae t,he herrinr then
.""d awat taE the seiie iets? Aye well Lhey grew that scare
Int at.hing thit the herrinr drif Lerr s f aded oot. Ay9. Ye
started tie ging tae lhe seine net. ant it wis mare ot a steady
iob, it. wis i weekly job. Ye got a weekly wage.like. Fin the'i"riin t t,ime came t ye- didna t -bather s toppin t an' gtn' tae the
herrint ye jist kepi on goint Lae the seine net a'the year
roon. Wil geed tae yarrnooth a pickle Limes....w€ didna gi.g
back asain aeft.er that. Of course in t,hat days it wis a'
cuttinY net,s ye see t.hen they come on tae nylon aefter thaL.A
1o t. ot boats -geed tae herrinl aef ter a t thone: Py L!.y
gradually "a*6 noo fin Yarmooth fizzled oot at the gither there
iis nae fisft at at. In that days the hale river eest tae be



:ull or boats. It wid be full, aboot a thoosant boatsr-baith
sides. A thoosanr boats fishint in Yarmooth for herrin'.
-:aEine lhat gan up ant doon a ri-ver. A thoosant drif ters!
aae"at *"y, "I1 th-ere. Stornowar, Lerwickr aye, -f ae Buckie,
3anff. Broch, Macduff. Ar the wae doonr aYe as far sooth as St
'f i;i;f r.- A"l M.Lr s. Ant t.here wis Lhone Mary Swanson anr
;;;;l -[ t nnglistr boats an' at ]ike r Ye. ken-. 

- Big f leet o'
.;;;, uig flEet in Yarmooth, ?": that-wis them gil'in an'oot
u''--1i,"-aI*;; ;;'-you were s6yin' there must hav6 been a lot o'
:ash aye t,urneJ o""t aiy wey'or ither. (There must have been).
l"irt l,it ri" left there. Wis ye iver in ane ot the boats
:ickint coal oot. ot Lerwick, Shields ? Aye, aye I wis in the
re did the first year in the Leerick. Ye rade up a'.yer nets
an' tied t.hem up io bundles for tickint Lhem hame an' ye hid.
;;t open howl "b ye spread them a cover otgr, tcause.there wis
wee hblies in the- howi for water gant ool for runnin' doon in
tae lhe .. c. So it, widnat scale yer herrint. So ye hid tae
<eep them dry, so ye got ar Lhis at mucket up like, ken. In
tae Shields or nlyih Int ye got ten t.on ot coal ye gee. A Lon
a manr ye See. F-ourteen ant-six Somet,imes a ton. So y9 ken
hoo *ncir wages a miner got in Lhat. days. Noo lhis wis for
tickint hamE ant we eest tae tick it hame here sine ye shuffled
it oot in tae bagsr sflt geed ooL wae a ton t?e abody. 0h that
.*.is a big .... oh in LhaL days ye hid tae wait on't.ye see.
:or twenEy bags at coalr-fourLeen ant six. The Sma' stuff wis
.tt"ip.i it wiE twelve uot -six. - See gan in the drifterts, ye
:rid't"e gang in there gant sooth ye seer ye geed-in lhere see
ant got lfr*ip coal. Y6 fult ter up, she wis full t'ae the wheel
:loose. Roon the deck ant awey wae-coal. Ant full below. Anr
see if ye got a coorse passage fu_u Shields tae Yarmooth, the
rheel- irooie wis oor Lhe sid6 washed awat. Ye didnat aften get
rhat like. Ye'd t.wa days t,ae geL uP there like. Eighleell
twenty toors Lae Yarmooiht ye hidnat fu! tae go. It wis,fitt
sometimes fourty four toors- tae Yarmoot'h anr twenty six 'oors
fae Shields. Tiren the rest, to go Lae Yarmootht aYe, eighteen
i""ntv toors. It wis nae fat, no. It wis fit aboot half mile

"n' 
t'oor ye cwed say. That wis good enough speed like bit that

*isna drivin' the b-oat. tcause Lhe harder ye.drove her the
::rare coal ye burnt ye see. Ye jist wis- makin' a passage 90 y-e
j'i.t made irer a "o*?ortable-"qqgd. 

Ye hid tae- get Lhere it' the
i^nl" lime like. Ye cwedna daddle too much aither. Aef ter,ye
S.;a oter Flamborough Rocks ye wis aboot it. Some coorse days
?h;;"-.nl ui ttto,-,gtT Some wicked weather. A lot ot boats

";;i;'-ir, 
t." tha[ south, south-eastern wint. Ye were gant

afore the moLion! some ot the boats geed up the back
the....mine ant ifre niver come aff . The f irst' year we wis
sooth yon boat turned turtle, dae ye nae mine? 0h ayer t}t.
tOlive'Branchr. She lost, twa boats, Peterheed ane. Aye she
tumrled right, oter, cominr ashore.

a. Ifhy was t,hat?

A. Hampered
aot a fbt ot

,,ri'^\ti'*a" w?iiler ye seer she geed richt oter. Ye see ye
that haze ant thatr aYe, ye hid lae look oot for



Duoys ant sant banks ant athing see. The auld lads wis very
3ood it lhat I wed sayr the auld lads. 0h ayet thgy were very
good at navigaLlon the auld lads. They hid nane o'this gage';
init they hive noo adays at they hid wis a compass anr a watch
ant they timed her, ye'ken, hoo fast the boat wis gant ant fit
a wey t,he tide wis runnin', they were veryr very good I wid
say. Aye if there wis ony.doubl, if they couldnat see nithint
there wis a hant line ye i<en, "nt they jist drapped it in Lae
the water. If there wis ony doubt aL a' the hail crew wis for
it,, it eame quiett ye got a hud ot the nets, driver ant
f ii6man. Abody t.ox ir iee. The Lraffic doon there anr ah ye
see, big ships, big boats, ayet big ships. Ken up ant doon the
coas t-line, ken. Ye eest' ta-e get an af at bather s teamin t

across ant at. Aye wae t,he arnount or boats. 0h aye. Aye wae
lhe fleet,s ot neti. tCause there wis LhoosanIs a nets tiren ye
ken, in the water it the same time. Aye, bows at oter the
place. We were aiy feert we wid catch t.he propeller.

a. Fit were your conditions like ant your life aboard t.he
boaL?

A. Oh aye, the ship-mates, we hid ar ggod ship- mates. Well
they hid tae be because abody wis bidin'in t.he sdrll€... we wis
at the gither see, fin ye got ooL yer bed ye sat at Lhe t.able,
ye niver hid tae waken'nae mannie, ye wis aye placed. Oot o''aLy room in in tae anither room ant better than Lhe hoose. Yer
f eet wis on t,he lable. The cook wis doon makint .... afore ye
went oot taeworkt yer feet wis on the table anf athing.

a. Fit like were yer cookinr ant galley condit.ions?

A. Now. Well the gelley wisna very big. The engine room
...c, thatIs doon tae th-e engine room. -The cabin-wis af.f. otL,
it wis ........ o, ant the st,oves wis stuck in the corner, coal-
sLoves ye see, it wis coal sLoves. A pot,-hole on each side an'
tlratIs d', that.Is at the ventilation. Ye hid Lae ging ooLside
for yer wat.er yetd nae water in the gailley. Some boats hid
bit it *i" jisi ootside the gailley door. Ye bilett atyer ain
water ye see, an t if ye wis f rying - t,hirty, f ourty heerin' in
Lhe morninr in pans yer een wig, I'na ken, it wis blue wae
reek. Bit ither wise it wis a'richt, iL wis a bit primitive.
The sfi-otfewis that high it took ye tae lif t the POat af f , it
took ye half an toor Lae meeve it, especially t,hal Broch boatstcause they wis hid ain at yott great big cast iron IJqr.It wis
jist soup ant sLew anr mince ant very good like, othdrwise rice
puddin'an'ye hid tae leave the pot tae the last minute afore
y" Look it, doon, unless it wis a.,1 awfar bonnie day ant you got
bidden dqon below. Eat it oot the dish ye s€e. Denner t,ime ye
hid a 5ffitoot on t,he table hit wis sao-kint weet ye see,
tcause ye cwedna move the thingt aYe ye hid tae jam it up ye
see. Ye hid t,hree sLicks ye eest t,ae piL in, ain it the f.iL
ant twa across. Same size- as a plat,e. Ye eest Lae Lty ant
keep it fae movinr aboot. Ye hid aiy a weet cloot on the table
jisi for t.hat so that things widna' slide or roll aboot. Then
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: -n ye got your
-sinr yer hanl
::'re Lable.

:, Now your clothes, when you went away, did you tick a lot ot
:iaithes wae ye an' if ye did, hoo did ye get them dried?

.. Dried? Ye stuck them up in the engine roon. Well af your
:rside clothes like. You took awar a dose ot shirts in a bag,
a black oil-skin bag. Four shirts a day. Four shirts ye eesL
:ae taek? Aye. Then maybe aifter Lwa, ye sent them hame in a
)roon baggie. Then you got a baggie sent back. Bil yetd aiy a
s)are twa. 0h some auld lads niver shifted for a month! Some
,\ that, auld lads ye seer ainse in a month. Some ot them senl
:nem hame. some ot- t,hem clidna. That wis linters ant sarks ant
athinr , t.here wisna draters. They wisna like his, it wis ainse
a month, t,hey shift.ed. One shift ant y. sent it hame. Young
:-ads eest tab shift cooks ant firemenr-ye wis aiy haint a waJh
'cause ye were aiy sweitinr ant gant ony qey. It wis jist in a
:ucket like. It's a t,ha! ye got? Some o' yon distilled water,
:ae distilled, condensed, ayet oot ot the condenser, ant it wis
rate. IL came back through the engine back in Lae the
:ondenser. Eest tae wash in i-t. f f ye were in Stornowat ant
",hat places, rnine ye got a shower, mine we used tae go up
iae,..? 0h aye, bit that wis aefter Lhe war. Fine places
Ehere far y. tr6a go up there anr get a bath, nithinl in
jEornowat afore the war aither. They hid sailorrs homes ant
that, aefter Lhat like. Oh fool Maggie's wis Lhe only place
thit wis open in Sunday ony wey" Bar t.he kirk.

a. who was Maggie? 
ir,iiiY,.

\. The shoppie in Stornowar, she wis LhaE foolr w€ cawd her
fool Maggie. At,hint wis ingrained ye ken.

a. Did you have safety first, first.-aid?

\. Well, jisL a wee boxie ye hid wae twa, three bandages,
thatrs at. Cough mixture an' elastoplast,. Maybe thu skipper.
rannie hid a drippie spirits in his bed, Lhat wis at ye saw otL
ye niver seentt it wis niver on the t.able. There wis twa three'at yon fit dae ye cawtL, morphine? Morphine, incase ot onybody
,..... that,rs aiy Lhing ye ni-ver sawr ye niver saw nae drinkt
nae at that, time, nae on the boat, a lad wid maybe go ashore
t.ae hae a drink at the weekend bit I niver saw nain in the
boat. Apairt fae the facl t,hey cwednar afford it ony wey. The
skipper aiy hid a suppy for mediciUical purposes. + drappie
put in alow his pilla or somethin' like that. That's d', ye
niver saw it. BiL it wis jist the time, it wis jist th" thing
thit ye did. Of courser ye ken betLer noo ye see. We've seen
3ant through the differ6ni boats in t,he fisirint even we see a'5in imorov6ment noo. even in the seine net f ishinf . l{e eest
trE huil.t the top"r awat fae the winch anr stick them on noo
thatrs a'on tae reels antcominr back aff the reels, we used

soup in hiddna a plate ye jist hid sup it oot
at the t.ime. Ye cwedna l"y the plat.e doon on



:ae Lick them at-up on the deck ant twa keils so they cwednatrin back oot agai-n: rr fact yer portside ye hid Lae turn them.lurn lhem in portsilu,.incase athinI wid-run awat... They hae
-'rco, iist a reel, t,heyIre on t.he reel ant afat 1ot ot less;crk. Therers a lot bt changes. rt t,he tirne t ye niver thocht
aDoot it because it wis jist the done thing. -rtts 

the sane as',re.lads- galr in Lhe sail boaLs ye see. T[ey cwedna pit on an
engine aheed like we cwed wae steam engines.- Even then ye see,irat wis an advancement, compared tae the lads thit wis iL the'sail boats ye ken. Ant Lhey must have hane an awfat life ott.:in,we gee.d uyutr.wg fished-up the line 39 Lhatrs fin we geed
=;a' tae t,he herrin' aef ter Lhatr ant there wis nae mucklE:ifference for a twar-Lhree year. Nae Lhe fishinr side ott,*'here wis a wee bit. 9' regulation. The only t,hing wis, some ot
"-hem 

hid telephones it thar time, they come on. fhen Ltrey got:he acLual fisrrint j.r"t- th9_same', rhe'same idea. Then th'ey"got
.,.cn call link through the idea far ye cwed geL thone crossbearinrs ant that helped a biL tae "rina youl positions. Noo
lleytve- got- decca anr-radar ant athing noo ye see which is a
?ig, a big help. Coastal stat.ions as6ore, ihe main ains iti1ng9r, f?r'! the ither ane at,? There wis ane in this country:it far wis iL aL? I{is it nae in Northumberland some wey?loon aboot there some wey. Aye, fit de ye caw t,hat station:here? Anr Lhere wis an-e in ihe west coast. Anr ye could geta beam ..... ye counted the pips like. rt eame fae the variousstations ant itrat gave ye an iiea ye wes, inieic"pi"J. ye kentf.ur ye.wis -in the- sea, ye got that in your ehart. same wey asihey hive decca charLs noo. You goL three corks, a green ane a:ed ane an' a purple ane. An' ye jist t.ook the readints af f o,
:haL ant took it lae the chart iru lee. ye could go back tae;he exacL same place as ye wes the day before. Eien steam
ashore, land !h. fish an' go.back oot tae the same place fax ye
;j-s. rn oor dayr you cwednat dae Lhatr ye ran your course rn"',-er distance. . Then you micht be gan,aff wae a :.. tide aiy d,ayant a flat tide anotirer d.y, soutfierly wind micht be the same
w-ae as Lhe tide aiy day ant northerlyr -trre opposite wae ot Lhe:ider ye jisL hid tae an-guage this ant ye Sist hid tae work
scnet,imes wae jist a han' like Lae get Lhe depth or the wat,er.3it if ye got +5 ye wid sgy o' the, 45 an'ye^cwed be f.ifLy mile:ot. Bit noo if your fishin'roon aboot ant you catch a-wreck,
say ilr a place ye hidna been aforer you catcl a wreck anr yo,ri
'jp ant doon t,he wreck, you tick the'readents ot the wreck noo,
,'ou winna catch that wreck again noo, ye wid wat,ch fit yetr
:ein'. Noo in the aulden dals yg didnl tcen exacirv-iur y. wis.l,co ye ken charL oot, a coorse ant a tgw, the time yer towint:ae.3ing up ant doon ?n: by wrecks anr maybe by bits ot grunt.r whatever,-close tellrt or whitiver, dependint the wey theiice is. Yerd get a bittie closer like i-i the tides on't,ell't.
fcurve got tae [eep aff ot thaL sorL ot thing, A 1oL ot-
rlanggs.noo ye see. An afat lot of them wis-jist pot luck ant:rinkin' y" wis.far ye wis like. Even though-you wed be towinl:rrough the winr, mine John sometimes? oh 6y"'. ye shot at the
=eine net ant ye go! ir yer hale ant ye got i good enough hale;ell ye steamed awat back Lhrough t,he- wiit agafn. Aye ye



thoeht. ye were awat back Lhe same wey. Aeft.er we soL in Lheieccar w€.found instead ot gant throi.rgh the wint wE hid tae go
to go awa' back the ither wey. we wisna near far we wis at.
Noo- ye see_ they cal shot if !h"y a good hale here they can go
back tae that_ bittier w€ cwed niver dae that afore. ljnless ye
saw the land biL if ye were in the belly o' Lhe sea ye niver-
saw the land. Ye t.hbcht ye wis towint through t.he wint yet ye
hid a good bet through the wint ant ye ran bick afore tha wint.
tsit ye ewedna'r.ye hid tae go war back throught t,he winr again.
Through the win' fin you put her in tae fasl gear, the boai
9om9 back, so yogtd back afore the wint Lae ging.' We wis gan
back Lhinkint wetd towed up at this like ye [enl Differenf a'
the gither noo. Ye cwed gang a lang t,ime r ye cwed lose a lot,
o' gear jist gan Lae places -far ye hidnat been afore, cane
afore you eould get in tellft, far nooadays ye widna'lose a netin a hale year.

Q. Ye widna go? Did ye hae a lot ot time at home?

{. Well, at,ween the fishin|s, if ye wis jist workint Lhe
heerin' afore Lhe war o aye. Nae aefter the war, afore the war
aye. Fin the seine net came on the go, no no. ye jist changed
o' er. Fit time did ye s t,op the the.l. . ? The herri; t ? We eEed
awat tae the herrinr- in the month ot Juner ye geed awat dooi
tae shetland till the end ot August, septemberl A lad in the
Broch fa they cawd christmas charlie, ant he niver cane oot ot
Yarmooth till christmas time every year. Thatrs Lhe by-name
they gave him. They gave him the by-name christmas charlie.
rn fact there wis some ot the boats used tae go across tae the
French side tae sandainie, nane ot them oor boats used tae dae
that. Bit t,here wls a curn ot Broch lads ant peterheed nen
ant south firth anr I geed tae Sandainie. Bit nane ot oor
boats, there wis one or two thit tried it. Afore we start.ed
there wis some o t oor boats used Lae run t,ae t/yemuten in
Holland, insLead or gant back Lae Yarmoot,h. I it depends fax
!h"y were_worki.nt. Depends far Lhey were workint. r-f t.hey were
further off, a lang wae t,ae t,he back of Lhe nol.. east ye see,
east Lae nol it wis jist as quick tae maybe ging tae Holland,
gel a price, LhaL's why they went tae Wyemuten. It's nae far
across ye see.

a. Once your there, I suppose no?

A,. Aye, then if we wis awat maybe twenty thirLy mile it the
back t.he nol ye hidna afar far tae ging ye see, iLs nae far fae
East Anglia nae at the gither. I wis niver t,here.

a. What about, your boat rnai-nLenance? Who did your boat
:ain tenance?

A. The crewrs did maist or it themselves. The crew painled at
r,he boat. Put her on tae t,he slipr ye got the top ant bott,om
sides deen on the slipr Brt if she want,ed twa thrLe nails, or a
s t.ring I r tae sort her- up. Aye , bi t there wis some ees t tie dae
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n -: :ne Dcat themselves. Aye. 0h aye in t,he f oosee, if
--::r. ite boatt ye did it yersel'es. Ye hid nae money tae
---- an' the chief he paeket ar Lhe glanrs, unless it wis an
i -r:g job ant the slip lads wid come doon. Bit as f ar as

, " -.;:.7 iottoul ends .r,i'things like they aia ai-itri
:-::s.*-i-es. If there wis pist,ons or liners ant that sort ot,
: - - "t s an' that t,hines like that,, that, wis a s lip i ob likeI s an' that t,hings like that,, that, wis a s lip j ob like

: se it wis a bie iob. The chief did maist o' the thi:,u:=-se it wis a bi[ job. The chief did maist ot-the thingies
- -1'l ^ 

Ia- ::-rr. A the boil-ers, capstain ant-athinr, painted the
:::s:a:-n afore the fishinr started. Ant it did a hale summer
::=:l:'. Hit niver broke doon, jist gave her a drappie oil,
:-.':'"i 3r. She niver broke doon the capsLainr flo jist kept
--'-..:e at lhe t.ime. Oh I would say Lhat. That. steam
:. i-:.5-s.....they niver needed a lot ot menint, that sLeam
=:i::es they note very little did Lhey? No, ttrey were very
.:::. \'ery reliable. They niver note muckle aL a'. Of course
:-=:=-'s some ot this motor-rs like that noo, oh aye. It depends
.:. :he nan thit I s there if it t s a consci-en&ious *ro that I s'
-:,.<irtaefLer Lhe enginer youtve nae trouble. Some boats is
:i,,-er oo! or trouble ye see. Ar they dae is start them anl
i:1, themr ye see. They dinna baLher. They Lhinks athinr is
;=:.' well', bl-L it,s jist, a case ot gettinr a'slip lad doon. Bit
-: r'e ken'if things-is gant wrang Snt hoo lang ltreytve been
:-:irin' ye ken the tirne tae chinge them afore-they'dev brake
:-l;r ant'if youtve ggL spares abSard ant you can ie this that
r:E3ps the t.hing goint. Same as ye dae wae a car ye see.

:. Jist a regular service?

L. Ilhum! Aye, oh a/er ye looket it the engines ant athint y".
seltye see. We used tae clean the blackston every year, twa
:'es.- Aye oor twa selts. We used tae tick doon ant pit in new
:ings an-t athing oorselves. An I we wis f aichten t lii<e twa
:ats till it wii deen. Ane it aiy side ant ane tae the ither.
lhatrs right aye. Changed pumps like. Ye didna ken nithint
aboot engines I dinna ken nithin' aboot engines yet. I would
sayr the only thing that Lime we didna bit the wifes would ken
*,e-were in the engine room tcause oor claithes were jist black
as oi-I. That time we cleaned the engines. We eesL Lae ehange
them like Lhan anr yer knees wis black mine? Aye, through your
Cungarees ant troosers. Black oi1.

Q. Anr peer Annie hid lae wash them?

A. Aye, ant nae washers, sinks. In the t,ub, a board. Then
fin t,hey hid their re-fit, once a year we eest Lae wash the
boatrs turtains, ant at their beddbn. Ant Lhe blanketsr ye
eest Lae shew them again. Ant y" geed doon ant scrubbed ooL
lhe boat. Oh dyet ye geed doon ant scrubbed oot af the boat.
Scrubbet the gailey- ant the cabin anf athing. That-wis thirt.y
year ago bit gradually we stoppet. I mine scrubbin' the boaL
ant climint in tae the beds. We scrubbit t,he lot, aye.
Healt,hiest workr aye! Four quines.
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a. I hope you appreciat,ed i-t?

\. They got pied. Oh ayer we got ten bob ant a bottle a
lemonade int a biscuit. Ten bob, ten shillinrs. There wis
Annie ant Ina ant MeLa ant Nell, Janet Murray, mine? Four
an t f ive o t es. Newer boats see noo, t,hat I s af ore my Lime.
Ihey eest, tae go doon in tae the drifLersr aye. It wis a
regular t.hing [he arif ters. Ayer oot if ye were doon in t.he
lile ot Lerwick or workinr Shetland the summer time, sometimes
.*e used tae ging doon wae quines doon tae their denner. Aye,
in Yarmooth, and in Shetland. Aye, hame quines like! Kent
them, used tae go doon wae denner tae some ot them. In a crew,
naybe three quines, maybe sax quines. There wis three in a
crew ye see. Their denner on a Sunday. Annie wisna at iL, the
wife she wis in Lerwick, she wis niver in Yarmoot,h.

a. Noo, hid ye any superstitions?

A. There is some. There wis a lot ot lads hid. It didna
bather me, iL didna baLher his. Some lads hive yeL. It niver
bat,hered me. There wis some lads believed, they wi-dna sail on
a Friday. They sail ony time noo. Anr if a lad wis gant doon
t,ae the-hairboir carryint res bag ant he met a minister or
onythint like that he-td turn awat back. He widna ging. Black
cals ant things like that theyrd turn awat back. There wis a
lot ot superstilion. Nae some mueh noo as there wis in t,he
drifters days. I think Lhey were worse in sail-boat days. O

michty ayet by auld accounts like. An' they used tae come oor
on a Monday mbrnint maybe hid a big week Lhe week before ant
borratd somenthint aff'ot him ye kEn thinkint thit he wis gant
lae geL some work among them. I'11 t,ell ye fit happened Lae
his iinse, this wis in-Yarmooth anr this wis aef t,ei Lhe war.
This lad wis awfat superstitious, of course Buckpool is awfat
superstitiousr dilt we wis gant doon the river ay sunday mornlnt
rnl there wis a Gamrie boai come up oor starn, int he iuy" tfit
time estt?t ant l tellrt him fit lime it wis ant l happened
t.ae say f inr I geed ooLsj-de,ant Lhey cawd me athinr. Aye they
said ye winna see a herrin' the hale week an by .... we didna.
I{e niver got a herrint t,he whole bloomint week't,ill Friday. We
goL a big"shot on Saturday. That wis the ttConvengertt wisntt
Lt? Aye. That boaL hid a big week right enough. [,Ie hid a
good w-eek it the end like, niLhint till Friday. Thatts the
t<ina ot things ye see, well I speered t,he Lime t,hey were
needint Lae, they widna tell yg t,he t,ime. No! Nae on a Monday
nornin', no. Th-ey thocht Lhatrs fit ye wis needint tae dee.
Tick u"at his luct. Aye, itrs true. 'If ye wis deint weel t,hey
wid speer the Lime on a Monday rnornint an'' if ye asked a spunk
fae a-lad on Monday mornint tie licht yer t"gr' he widnatve-geen
:/e ain. No, nae on a Monday. If ye-speered ony ither day
socht the line ot a scoop or onyt,hin', flor Lhey wid gae ye it
ony ither day bit widnar gae ye it on a Monday. Nae at the
st'art ot t,he'week, oh oo." Af.;' supersuitious't.hat. wey. That
time ot dry like. They dinna bather wae that noo Lhough.
There is a twa three thds, therers ain or Lwa lads like that



"iir aye. Gowants yonter hers pretLyr.' bit itrs-jist fit he
::::rks. It niver bathert me things like that. If a thing wis
_i::.' lae happen then it wid happen. I didnat cane aboot itr -it:,.a: time. It wis aef ter the war t aYe, aef ter the war' I wis
: =:riet. An I I wis gan6 doon the- river that tirne an t I . j ist
::-EC doon tae t{ilfie Jappy in the engine-rooq, I says tfit
:-:.e est Willie? I I wis hi-tin a cup ot tae ant l,{illie says tf it
;: ;antenr tae ken the time for t'hbne time? r, I says t oh a lad
-:. tne boatrs stem is speerint, they hinna a clockt, I got cawd
:::-r-rq, he says t we t d bb as wei:l gan t awa t back tae the
-.aibo[rt. Ayb, t.hatrs the wae they dive though. We wis niver
-: the hale week fae Monday tae Friday. Then on the Friday we
:':r that fed-up thit Willie Fairmer on Lhe Friday says'""b,
"*-etll ging awal norLht. So we wenL awat north tae Inlalesant we
:r:e i; ailong a d.oze a dutchmen, it wis aboot nine orclock in
:re nornint i" ken, oh ant this'dutchmen wis hailint solid
rerrint, we iook up. birth anr shot doonr aflt we wis hailinl
aaain at f ive ot clock it nicht. Iniell we wi-s in the river in
Siturday mornint wae L70 cran afore breakfast time. That wis a
Dig week see, that. Sine I said tae him I fit aboot the
=ri.rrtition'noo?t Oh bit Lheytd aiy a wae ott Lhat boat hid
uiv a big week. Some lads wiil try the hale week ant nae git'
:ittrint I" ken. Run roon the boai wae burnj-nr claevies ye ken.
Jh aye, telebrate ye-ken. Oh aye they were aiy burninr lhe
:laevie at the end ot the week. Droll lads! Some lads richt
superst,itlous. We niver thocht nithint aboot it bit we were
','oung"r lads see. Especially wae his beinr in the navy ant
athing ye see.

Q. Now hid ye any funny stories?

A. Funny stories. tr/ell no nae funnyr, nae it Lhat timer.Ye-
caipered-a biL anr geed bil ye wis. There wis nae jokin' aboot
oor boaLs. Nae funiy stories, certainly funny crews! Some ol
the Allanrs Irll Lell yet they go! up tae some afa'things,
some ot t,hat auld lads- Lhe liire-ot Gack ant some ot that auld
lads ant t,haL. The aulden days liker bit in oor timesr nae sae
much. 0h no. no. Bit t,haL auld lads t.hey eesL tae get up tae
some afa' tricks. Mine the time thiL Joe Birrel's wife aiy
drippin' aboot ye ken, aiy time he hid a poor Fildr he hid a
i;;;'titrt ot summer or somethint like thalr oDt he wis awat tae
iaiimoot.h ant folk used tae come doon tae see him gant -awat - ye
ken, a' the f aimly eesL tae come doon ant se-e them gant awar it
wis'high waLer an-t they goL aboard t.ae see the boat ye seer -th"driftel like, bonnie pbiited antathing she wis an'in tae the
wheelhoose t.ae get a look t Ye jist goL her in tae the
wheelhoose ant ye shut the door 'righl noo-t"luggier see f it ye.
can daer, her man ye See. He wisna gettin'big enough fishin'.
That, wis John.

Q. Now fin ye first goL married, how much wis yer wages?

A. Fit wis it f5 or f10. Nae fin ye were merriet. ThaLrs fin
ye were deckie. No, shers speakint aboot fin ye were marriet.
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l. I,ihen you first got married what was your wage? Did you
lave a wage?

A. Oh no, if ye got, double figures, ten or eleven a pount, it,
;is a good week, it wis actually fives an' sixts or seven's,
;;isn t t"it, John? Aye. Somethin-r like that. I I ve seen in
rberdeen fin ye got. twenty that. wis a good week, Lf ye goL
:wenty pount. That. wis a richt big week. Aye that wis a good
;eek thaL ain. We used t,ae say if we got anither ain like that
-,;e'd get. merriet. You eest tae get_ the brew, your fort.night
ashore it wis f2, 82.20 or somethin'. If Lhe boat wis tied upt
:raybe this t.ime of Lhe year maybe for three weeks. Thatf s
ri-ltrt bit if. ye wis maybL gant in ant oot here the winLer t,ime
it. wis eighL or seven poun'ye got. If ye-got ten or twelve
lounr thaL wis a good week. FourLeen poun'wis really a good
;-eek. It gradually geed up Lill ye got twenty. Bit noo, its
awa t in hun t ers. We worket Aberdeen the summer time an' that
*'is t,he regular wages gant fae Aberdeen. Nae broken time like
*orkint fae the Broch, nae broken time ye see. I eest tae ging
Coon everv Sundav nicht. Ye see this hairbour eest tae be full
ct trawlers awat'back in the aulden days. Someti-mes ten days,
iwenLy one days wisntt it? Trawlers in ten days the wint,er,
ihey ippeared Lhe time thit. the big freeze thii the "Cyclonie"?
ant' a t' Lhem wis lost, the ttDarl" ai t them wis in Buckib Lwenty
one days. There wis a big German come in on us. Aye t,hat
ooatie the ttsouth I'Iind" t.hey picket up the crew. My father
;is in the ttRivi-ertf Lhat time it come in Lae Buckie ant tied it
the light hoose, thatrs as fax as it wid gint, the hairbour wis
:ull. Three boals thit. hid Lae clear oot, I wis jist fourteen,
afore the war. That wid have been aboot 1935 r'34 or Lhere
aboot. Oor first year it the sea wis 1936. We wis fourteen
'/ear auld. That wis'durinr the depression. Abody wis poorly
:aid. naibodv hid nithint that wis Lhe averase ve see. Even
iads'workint'ashore, painters ant that kind f,t tttings they-were
short in the slips, t,hey hardly goL onyt,hing. N?e wages o' nae
(int. Mine the batt,le o' Macduf f they geed awa' the year
afore the war ann t,hey geed as far as Macduff ant lhere wis a
shoppie on fae the cobpers some-parties, ant they were at hame
it nicht, Lhat wis Lhe baLtle o' Macduff. They marched doon
the new brae doon tae the sLaLion. Pat Cormaci< ant thern Pat
Cormaek fae Portgordon put his hat on tae the side ant him jist
toot,er-oo ! ThatYs the, - f it we cawd t.he battle o t rr'iacduf f .
lhatr s the vear afore the war start.ed. That wis another one
:ut oter fife fin ye wis six year it the war, atfter haint ....
iirat days. Ye geed awat tae ihe war ant ye got fourt,een
srillin's the week. An' if ye goL a shift, ye go! fit they
:arvd hard layers ye gol anither siven bob so that's twent,y one
shillints ye got I wEek. Oot ot thaL ye hid Lae makt ant-
allotment it, 6ame, &t least seven shillinrs, on that allotment
a rseek. Ten bob on yer holiday, got-yer t,went,y one bob. So-ye
-<en fit we got for oor fortnicht., an'ye hid tae buy f?gs an'
sugar ant athing wae t,hat. Geed tae a dance! A lot o' blokes
jidnat come bac[. aif t,er the f ishint t,hough, they met, up wae
.irls maybe aboot England. They used tae say o' he merriet



durint the war ant he niver came back. Aye a lot met up wae
that English weeman. Well, they kent there wis very little tae
get as regards..... the bright lights! A few ot thern bade in
Lowestof t-ye see, thatrs f ar t,he 6ase wis. Aye for his kind ol
lads. I wis marriet the year aifLer t,he war ye see, L946. Fan
wis ye merriet? 1951. oh it wis '46 fin I wis merriet, five
year afore. Aye ye met a lot ot good ship-mates durint'Lhe war
for a' that.. 0h &yer great ship-maLes. I mine fin Lhey come
aboard, they didna ken a t,hing abooL boats or handlinf boat.s
or..... they cwednat even tie her up! The lads ye got aboard,
ye ken ye maybe hid Lwa three lads Lhit. hid been t,ae the sea
through their life maybe, maybe a PO or a lean hand or a
skipper ye ken. 0h t,here wis some good ship-mates. I wis
mine-sweepint a hale six year. 0h I wis only Lwa year. First
twa year. Yer earlier experience stood ye in good stead then.
0h aye. Definately. Yes. Half thaL lads thit wis there
coulinat sLeer, no. Fin we geed aboard that mine-sweeper ant
there wis only four otes iver seen a sweep shot. A fortnicht,
afore that. Skipp"r didnat !.un fin they *"r" shottint. We wis
learnt tae dae that afore ant that wis iL. Twa days sweepint
ant eight, toors sleep. ThaL wis iL, Lhat wis-you. Thatrs hoo
the navv wis run. Fin it. came tae the f ishin'. t,hat wis Lhe
back-bone ot t,he mine-sweepers. Aye at this kint ot lads fae
... theytd niver seen a boat" They picket it up mind you.
John wis in Harrage, he swept fae Southend up tae Yarrnooth.Aye.
Now we swept fae t.he Humber, we swepl fae Flamborough doon tae
Yarmoot,h. I wis in Grimsby ye see. Back the war we jist came
back tae the fishint again. 'Aefter the herrinr drapplt oot
they started wae t,his greaL big boats for pursent that wis the
end ot oor time. That wis it.

Q. Like that great big boat theyrve got in Lhe Broch is it,
the Taits?

A. Aye, bit its a mueh easier wae a catchinr fish than fit we
hid mind ye, it wis. For Lhe herrinr like. oh aye. In one
ring its fit Lhe hale fleel would have tane in the west coast
for-a winters fishint because t,he fish wis that doon sometimes
ant ye hidna t,he levers ant ye wis shoLtinr the nets ant the
nets wisnat g"rrt far enough doon to catch Lhem. Underneat,h the
nets ye see, t,hey were nae catehint very much. - They Lhocht
there wis nae fish there, Lhere wis nae herrin', lhen they
starLed... Lhe herrint wis there at the time bit Lhey niver put
fhe nets far enough doon. Then they started lengthenint the
buoy ropes, pittin' Lhe neLs further doon.

Q. Ye niver made yer fortune anyway at the sea when you were
young?

A. Did not,, noo Pit it. at
nae the war aff ott John?
content wae verv little in
there are noo. -Folk thitrs
besides his. Mare content,

doon tae experienee. Mine wetre
No. No ye see, I think we wis
that days compared tae the folk thit,
sant nbo need ant afat lot mare
Ihatts right. A contented mind.



Q. Thatrs a lot to be thankfull for?

A-. 0b aye. Well that I s true, that. I s somethin t y" canna t bry.
There I s some o t this lads noo, it disna I mai.t.ter f it, they gei
they wanL mare. Of course as fasL they get it, they spent-ant
they t,hink t,heyrre ganr tae get Lhe same-again. tn- f i;hint
somelimesr ye hive good years an'ye hive bad years, ant yetve
maybe a twa three year ant-ye thi4k o itts nae gant-Lae b-e bad
again bit it declines. Itrs deinr that aiy now. A bit ot
decline now, I think. I hope itts nae bit-I think it is. The
fish is gitt,int scarcer. The young fotk hive a lot more
committments noosadays than we hid. Ant they are in quotas aiy
noo, tae gar Lhem last, t.he hale year. If you hive a big boat,
oh you canna over all out an' fish for quotas. Ye need a lot
ot iishint for a big boat ant at. Of course fin yerre on a
quota, fit isrt,, s6venteen ton noo the cod, 340 6oxes for a
month, thatrs nae a loL. That boats till tick that in ay hale.
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