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Interview with William Find1ay, 40 Seatown, Cullenl ^Peter
Fi;Aluy , !2L Seatown, .Cullen1- and John Wood Mair, 30 Castle
Terrac-e i cullen . 8/7 /88 .

William Findlay and his brother Pat, 1ocally t'heyrre.baith kent
as 'Weelum n"*irf"r; ;;e rFtttie Ramblert duL tae-linkinf rhem

back tae the "t".* 
drifter thit they hid afore the wart tlt'

;ilIriUi"i no".nr-"iti.t never came batt< tae Cullen aefter the
war, it wis ""it tae Norw?Y, -ant accordint tae a Fishinr News

;i;;;r;-in-rgail r irtiot, ii'is s.ti11_ goin' in..N,orry9y.. Aef ler
;h;-;;r ifrey nia the motor boat "Rambler Rose" builr in lrvinqs
i"-p"i"rhead, ;;' they sailed thg gither as Weelum, skipper,
u"t-Fri-u" rit.--ntrtil'Weelum ret,ir6d in ay, the boat wis selt.

!ileelum, they are a family a' four, 3 boys uttg t *+tl, tt Lhe

f;;iil] -W"6f"m sailed a's skipper,- pt-t -as rnate an' the brother
John was enein;er. He died f'lfriit aboot 1at9 50rs, early
;0T;,";; ;;?11-u" t"ttio' Lae t'hem, in their home at 40

S eatown.

I^ietll also be talkint tae Johnnie Wood, hets kent as Johnnie
Wood the "O""ri*6i!"t"-;;t-he bides in as ye eid say,the tReedy

R;;i i"-C"f f"", ant wet1l be gett,inr his story an' a'.

a. Fan did you start the sea noo Weelum?

A. L9t7.

Q. Did ye aiy hae it-in yer mind tae ging tae the sea? Hive
y" ony storie-s back afore that?

A. It wis aiy in my mind tae ging Lae the sea bit my father
eeed awat tr"'pott;;y ;;r got me an- aPPrentice wae McDonald the
:;;;";;;",-li"l uio'i, r reEi tne schobi' r s?"9-i"3.1 on the
t.rain tae sinq tae Portsoy, th9 train for gant tae Buckie
;i;r;. ";;'-i'^E".[-on-;;;- iL an' geed doon iu. *y auntieis man

;;;-s6cht a blrth on the "LoYal".

Q. Hoo lang wis ye on the ttl-oyalt' Weelum?

A. Twa year.

Q. l,lar came the ....

A. The year afore I stoPPed.
wis lost.

It wis L920, FebruarY L920, she

Q. she wis lost ant you came oot oter her the year afore?
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A. The year afore.

a. Fit like a lads were they tae ging wae? Fit wid ye say?

A. F.inest men I iver geed wae, a'hale crew a Sloughie men.

Q. Aye, is that right noo?

A. Aye. I wis the only stranger thit, wis in her.

Q. Fit wis it, wis ye gant cook in it, that time or?

A. I wis cookr aye, made a mess.

Q. Anr ye wis in her twa year did ye say?

A. I wis twa year in her.

Q. Fit did ye dae aefter that noo Weelum?

A. I gaed in tae, fin the ttl-oyaltt wis lost I geed awat in tae
the "Vllkyrie" of'Finichty, a Srifter. My fatfrer bocht a
drif ter, the "Doci-let', ant that wis in l9t9 ant she wisnar aff
the service that time, the war wis deen in 1918 ant she wisnat
aff the service till aboot Februarv 1920. Anr I seed awat in
the "Valkyriett in the month or February LgzO ant [tr" t'Loyal"
wis lost fin I wis awat,

Q. Wis tha! right,?

A. Even fishint for nets fin I wis 18 year ault.
sixpence fae my father.

I got

q. Yourve felt gye sad fin ye heard ot the loss ot thettloyaltt.

A, Did t.hat. Some ot the men wis in her it that ti-me.

Q, Now far did ye ging in the "Valkyrie" fin ye started like,
wis that?

A. Ireland.

Q. Ireland!

A. Far I niver geen since, right roon t.ae fit est the...?

Q. Buncranna?

A. No, we wis i! Buncranna for a start, (fittybegs). Geed
roon the Killybegs wey. Burtonport.

a. Ye fished there till fan?
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A. It wis wae Jeemes the famous!! (fne famous Portknockie
man).

Q. Hoo lang wis ye in it like noo Weelum?

A. 0h jisL the winter.

Q. Oh jist the winter?

A. Jist the wint,er, then we started in the "Docilett in the
summer. Gye poor times.

Q. Did you tick oter Lhe ttDocilett y"r selr?

A. 0h no. No. It wis my father thit bocht her.

Q. Oh wis ye niver skipper a the ttDocile"?

A. I wis skipper ot ter it, tha! time.

Q. Thatrs fit, I thocht, I thocht you took ter oter as skipper.
Ye'd her till?

A. My father started her in 1920, ant I geed skipper ot her in
I92L. My father didnat like the skipperinr.

Q. Hoo auld wid youtve been it that time noo Weelum?

A. L928 - 251

Q. Aye, aye. Yerd her till

A. L936. She geed awat for
Rosett it that time.

Q. Bocht her oot or Lossie?

A. No - Whirehills.

fan, fan did ye hae her up tell?
scrap in 1936. Bocht the ttRambler

Q. She wis INS though wis she?

A. No, SN - Nort.h Shields. She belonged tae Irvine
completely. She wis the only steel boat thit Irvine hid.
Irvine used tae hae a lot a driftersr anr she wis the only
steel boat thit they hi4. It wis built in Middlesburgh in
1910. I bocht a haif ot her. fae Hendrv Milne - WhitEhills.
Ye cane some ot the Milnest - Bertie an-t at that lads.
Oh aye aye. They hid the "Bunrosett afore that.

Q. Aye she niver came back noo aefter the war, the ttRambler"
did she nae? Ye niver took her, lhe drifter, back?

A. Aye I took her back here, I took her back tae Buckie.
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Q. Aefter the war?

A. Aye.

Q. Anf bit ye niver fished wae her though?

A. No. No nor w€ niver sailed in her. She geed awat oot ol
Buckie hairbour ant that hid been aboot the month or April or
May, towinf the ttProvesttt tae Norway. ttProvesttt otpoi:itnockie, her boiler wis wrang. 'Ar,t the ttRambler" towed her
tae $Hryana. SrRflvfrntc e (( 

-

Q. Anr they were baith sailt Lhere?

A. Baith sailt t,here.

Q. Did ye see the bit
still gan | 

?

A. Aye twa year aSor

Q. Aye. Then you got

A. Aye. She wis the
war.

in the Fishint News aboot the t'Ramblertt

twa, three year ago.

the motor "Ramblertt IO4?

first ane thit came up here, durint the

Q. Aye jist the back or the war?

A. Jist the back or the war. She wis at ready tae gang tae
Lowestoft in October.

Q. That wis her first fishinr sooth?

A. That wis her first fishinr sooth.

Q. I mine fin you took her in tae, I rnine her cominr in tae
Cu11en.

A. Brucie Lawrence wis wae her ant he got merriet on her
birthday fin he wis in Lowestoft.

Q. Aye Brucie?

A. Brucie.

Q. Aye aye.

A. Merriet a quinnie then.

Q. Aye ye worket herrint maistly wae her till the .. o o kinr a
herrin t 

?

A. Till 1956 wisrr, John died in 1956.
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Q. 1956 rhiL John died?

A. Aye, niver geed back tae the herrint.

Q. That wis kinr ot the herrinr fishint feenished?

A. Bit I liked the herrinr fishing.

Q. Aye. Tben aef ter that the sei_ne-net, it turned in tae
prawns wisnrt it?
A. Thatrs right, aye.

A. Nae prawns, I niver geed tae prawns.

Q. Nae prawns? Jist trawlinr?

A. Ar the seine-nets.

Q. That I s richt, I t r wrang, she wi-s turned
aefter you selt her thatrs right. Fan did
I,{eelum?

A. 1969.

Q. 1968, itrs a lang time.

A. I geed 51 year at Lhe sea.

o t er tae prawns
ye retire noo

Q. Of course you took the ttRamblertr on the service ant at
didnrt ye? The steam drifter?
A. Aye, the steam drifter, I wis on her at the time ot the
war.

Q. Aye you took her awat?

A. tle wis atlendint tae at the merchant ships. convoys at,
Methil, tickint uff the Captains a the ships t.ae tick ihet
ashorer drt tickinr them aff, ant the captiins ot the officers
ot lhe naval escorts, tickint them aff.
q. Aye.wis ye nae in the torpeda recovery thing ant ar?
No thatts..1 Irm thinkinr wrang.

A. No that wis in Ainster, torpeda recovery, the t'Aucaplett antthe ttBow wavett. There wis-anither ane or twa. oh we wis atattendint the merchant ships ant the naval ships.

Q. So ye hid her at the time the war as weill as then?

A. Ar the lime ot the war.
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Q. Till ye retiredr the!?
f.it aboot you noo Ciip, fit time did ye start Ehe sea?

A. First time I geed tae the sea I kent nithint aboot it. I
wisnat a year ault!

Q. Ye wisnar a Year aulr?

A. No. The hale fairnilyr mY faimily wis doon in Wick then-t
[;" ih; "tra 

or the week ?ishint Weelum ant Joh{r, they went back
o" tf,"ir sail the ttCameliatt wae my father an'I went in the
drifLer, ken I travelled first class was the weeman tae
finictrty in the-itHarvest Hopet" wae my mither, wisnat a year
ault.

Q. Yer mither did Ye saY?

A. Maybe you dev Weelum, do you mine aboot that?
;;ff ur"." t-ff'.rputt, 

-y.". 
.lo6t<. Anherson t s f ather t Jockens t BCK 90.

(Grant crosiinr ihat).

mither hid been doon at Wick, fishinr ?

ard aboot the man thit bade in Prood Fitr rTooter

Q. So yer

A. Oh aye
Hive ve he
James'r ?

Q. No.

A. He wis a bit or a crank. He entertained weemen oter, Lhere
ri" fower Cullen weemen ant Lhey were at wives a skippersr mY

mither wis utt.-ot them, PeLets mither, Fred Runciers wis anet
."; 

-i"n"-iuiip.rt" mither wis anither aner aflt Alex Ross.

Q. Oh Finees Alex?

A. No nae Finees Alext aY
mine i-n Jeemes Ross, theY
in the Seatown.

Q. ttElderado"?

A. ttElderadott, Alex Ross,
a share a Lhe .....

Jeemes Rossrs brether, Ye widnar
bade in that hoose thit Jim Dove hid

he rnerriet Annie Goobranr. Aye hef d

Q. ttProdulatt, ye see f in I wis....

A. Ah wel1, well his mi-ther. Ant he didnat caw the wives by
their names, their boat wis the "Prudenttt so she wis Mrs
prudent! Mi fatherrs boat was the "Camelia', she wis Mrs
Camelia. John Hairperts mither wis Mrs Radiance, that wis
their boat, "it 

-ia-iris 
the ither wife? There wii four ot them'

ii;;-""ia in"--"pirrdent,", Lhe.-"came1ia", the "Radiance", oh
ttFragranc€tt, his mither the ttExpediant".
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Q. t'Expediaflttt, aye. Irve heard aboot her aye.

A. Ye micht mine on her?

Q. No no, I widnat mi-ne on her bit Irve heard my father
speakinl ...

A. They made her in tae a cargae boat. She wis a big sail-
boat. Ay". Her anr the t'Cameliatt wis bigger even. Aye,
Johnnyrs-father bocht her. Changed her name tae the ttDenburntt.
No no; my father wisnat in the "ilenburn", he wis in the
"cameiiatt jist a fishinr. Oh, it wis David Mair fir ye cawd
t,he ttDenburnstt, she wis carryint cargae.

Q. She wis a big boaL the ttCameliatt?

A. She hid a 75 horsepower - low tension gairnerr ye can
figure that ane oot! She wis an awfat big-boat. 2 cylinder
low tension gairner. She wis built in Lossie.

Q. Anr far did ye start the sea richt though Pat wis it...?

A. L927. The summer fishinr.

Q. 1927. I,iid that have been the "Docilet'?

A. The ttDocilett uy". That wis my start a ....

Q. So actually you anr Weelum his mare or less geen the gither
at yer fishint life?

A. Aye. Well war ti.me no, bit ither times ayer apairt fae the
war.

a. So /ou.. r o

A. Sorne cook I can tell y€.ttRambler Rosett wis back ant I took a
the "Rose Hallrr wae John West in the
the ttRose Halltt fae Hopeman.

Q. That wis a standard boat. wisntt it?

A. She wis a standard boat ant John hidnar a ticket at at.
Anr I wis skipper ot her, then aefter that fishinr John got, a
maters t,icket. I think itts a mat.ets ticket thit John his yet.

That wis time ot the "Rambler"?

Aye, a rlcht fine chap John.

Q. Aye youtd geen in Lhe "Rambler" richt up till the war? Aye
fin W-eelirm took the t'Ramblertt awat tae the .....

birth for the summer inttD"y 
S tartt. John bocht

Q.

A.
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A. Aye thatrs richt fin the war started.

Q. Aye you geed awat Lae the ..........

A. ttMaranathatt

Q. Oh you wis in the ttMaranaLhatt afore the war?

A. Aye, so wi-s John.

Q. John inrt in at?

A. Aye. John wis inrt twice, he did 5 year as,a-seaman early
on as a young loon ant he carne oot otit uo: he joined again
afore thL wai as a stoeker bit he wis a chief engineman ken,
later on. Therers a picture bane there ot that f irst t'rawler,
thit John wis in, a picture ot her. It wis a coorse day an'
she wis sweepint'for-mines in December 2, 1939, the day afore
day-war wis ieclared. The ttsargonett was her name. An' she

"u*" 
t,hrough the war, she geed iwat back tae the fishinr. Anl

"ft.-g""a aErift awat'in thE Rrtic somewhere, Coalgate- Dean ant
she tis weeks sweelint abooL the sea - no f6od or-nithinr.
it;y said the crew wis aitint rat,s, I dinnat ken. Itrs true
enoirgh thit, ane or the crewrs wifers wis merriet,. She wis
piek6t up, a German trawler picket her up jist-afore the war
ind towei'her tae Germany. The ttsargonett wis her name. A
picture ot her bane t,here. Then she-came back anr geed tae the
iishint, then she geed ashore in course a Ireland and wis lost
wae at hants.

Q. She wis lost wae at hants aye? John wis sweepinr it that
timer aye yer brether John?

A. No flor John wis niver sweepinr that Lime.

Q. So ye geed awat Lae war then Pat aY€t ye widhave aye ....
far did ye ging?

A. I did a six weeks course afore t.he war, I wis a monLh in
ih. R.V. ttvictoryt' ant I wis a forLnich-t in the ttVernontt a
boat, a destroye'r, I wis on the ttVernontt, ,traininr k9t.
Ken ; foreign, &' the drill, Lhis sort a thing.Then..I wis in
tae "*""p"tr.' I wis called'up, I wis sweepilY tae-"GralL9o",
then we ieft ttGrantontt jist, afore Dunkirk, bit we landed in
Yarmouth. Ken we wis sweepint fae there, -then even-tually Lae
Battle a Britain time tae 3heerness. HMS ttl,.]illf irett.
I,{e11 I wis a year there ant then I wis a filie up the Wallat,
the "Bridle SLa" ant then I took my skipperrs ticket, aye in
Grimsby.

Q. Aye the time ot the war?
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A. Aye, ant Lhen I geed doon to Portsmouth six weeks, I took
the men up ant then, no wis Smutohaven afore that for a year.
Ant then I wis made up there aye ken ....

Q. Aye chief?

A. Aye fin I took my ticket. Ant then I geed in tae "Asdex"
doon the Scappa. Joinet, the Scalbie like.

Q. Oh wis ye wae in her wae Alex McKay?

A. Aye I wis wae Alex Mekay, the "Sign ot Capltal'r. I wis wae
Charlie Gomer first, Charlie Gomer o' Aberdeen. Then McKay
Look her oter. Convoys, escorts - that sorl ot thing. Deint
lhe North Patrol ant then we wis pittint rp convoys it t'lethil
in Belfast ye ken, roon aboot. So I wis there till V.E. time.
So I came o6t otei her ant geed back tae Lowestoft ant
feeni.shed up in the "Yankie Bimps".

Q. 0h aye.

A. Aye Yankie minesweepers, ken, doon at Mill Bay in Devon
Portr dnr oh t,hey were rooted for Australia ken, bit we missed
oor ...... ken through repairs uncompleted, so we sent tae
Swansea ant wis there a while ant then was demobed, ken time
wis upr ken 1og book numbers. That wis that, aye.

Q. So you came hame, wis t,he ttRamblertt noo, did you ay, did
you hae anilher boat afore the tfRamblertt wis ready like?

A. I wis aboard the "Ramblertt a filie, ken t dye it Methil.

Q. No no, fit I mean Pat wis, fin ye came hame fae the war,
did ye go aboard anither boal afore the "Rambler Rosett t aye the
motor wis ready?

A. No. No.

Q. 0r did ye jist ging right aboard her?

A. Aye, aboard the ttRamblertt.

Q. Anr the twa ot y" sailed the gither?

A. Till it wis back in fishint "y". Started off, mine Wamfil
got the ...the ttRosett or somethint they cawd it.

Q. Oh aye thatrs right the "Rosett. She wis a deralenty.

A. The Carlton. Anr that wis jist trouble ken.

Q' Aye.
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A. The latter end we tied her up ant got a job wae fool Jokes!
Mine on her? The ttDarnawaytt.

Q. Aye the drifter?

A. Aye, hid her on hire fae Lossie. So, oh it took plenty
frerriirt i every black shot hid herrinr everyday ant El/ o o r o

Fa took-her a-efter that? Oh aye the ttRamblert' ken?

Q. Aye she wis ready for the....

A. There wis aiy man ye ken jist sharint the summer.

Q. 0h aye, till the 'rRarnblert' wis ready?

A. Mind you I got lhe ttDarnawaytt tae go sooth. An' 
^y,covered mL sharE ot "rtsmer" bii he didnat ken abooL

boatbuildinr it the lime, it wis back ken, back t,ae square one
again.

Q. She wis a bonnie boat the ttRamblertt?

A. Oh aye, she wis that, smarL boat. Aye.

Q. So the twar a ye, of course aefter Weelum retired ye geed
awat tae the .o.

A. Och I wis at the waes!

Q. No ye gaed awat in the cruisers?

A. I wis aboard the ttExplorertt.

Q. The ttExplorertt Lhat I s right.

A. It wis interest ye aboot a story, time I wis in the ttl.oyaltt
al the l,lest Coast. We landed it. a pier, if I can mine, it wis
in Loch Brackadale, is there a quay in Loch Brackadale?

Q. Aye, I think there is, Brackadale, aye.

A. Aye it wis Brackadale, ant I geed ashore wae ane ot the
crew, carryint ant auld net up ti11 a black house tae get a bag
a tatties, I mine we geed in tae the hoose, a greaL big room
wae an earLhen floor, smooth earthen floorr dr' a big fire in
Lhe middle ott ant there wis no chimneys, jist a hole in the
roof fat the smoke geed up. An' there wis anither room, there
wls a coo or twa coors kept inrt. Bit my particular notice,
the whole room wis papered wae the newspaper ot Scotsman.

Q. Is that right?
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A. I never read the first anes thit geed oflr wae Peat smoke-t

Uit I think they must have put' thern on maybe every week as they
iot them tcause'ay, ye could'ave read a lot o' them.

Q. Is t,hat right?

A. Bit Lhe coors rve kept them warm, the
olace warm.
hnt I jist aiy wonter if that black hoose
Brackadale.

coots hiv kept the

is there yetr in

Q.FunnyyoushouldSaythatnooWeelum.Wewisinamuseum
iiu"., aye'in Mull ken Lwa yeat ago an-t there wis a black
t;;;;: ;,o; iirl-i" you sai-d'aiy n[o, the f aimily.wis bidin' ir
;I;- "ia"-u"r 

the coo ant the animals wis in the ither side.

A. There wis an elderly man ant his wife, the faimilies likely
been awat ant workinr.

Q. That wis in Brackendale fin ye wis in the ttloyaltt noo?

A. Yes, it wis the t'ime the boats wis sooth ye 1.9"r,,t" didnal
set sooth. There wis Lwa sail-boats geed awal,.th9-"Laureltt
;;; ttru-;;io'ufi. The "Laurel" strucF-a rock an'wis lost, she

,,irr"t come ita*e. The crew got aff ot her at rieht'

Q. Fit like wis it sailint in a zulu? Ken fin she wis under
sail?

A. Oh it wis grant, it wis fine, besides the steam or the
mo tor.

Q. Nae a sount?

A. Nae nithint bit the swish a the water ant the creekinr ot
the blocks.

Q. A lot a work gett,inr tacket roon aboot noo ken?

A. Bit it wis a lot or work for the men in the weenter time'
[;t ifr. .u""u" y"-".. wis, if it wis weenLer ant -frost the
.rrrtr" wis 3ist'like boards thiL couldnat be hantled.

Q. Aye fxozen?

A. Anr if yetd tae deck aboard ar that hid lae be hauled roon
Itt" ither sid" a the mast. 0f course yetd the -capeson port,
bit still it wis heavy heavy work. It wis murderous work in
the sailinr boats, in the wint'er time ony wey'

Q. Thone big block, istt_Lhe tie-block they cat it, thone
muekle .. .. I seg iL ....?
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A. 0h it note ar the crew ye see, tae shift fin they were
takinr a sail, tae shift lhe blocks, wae the boat roilint, the
blocks wis lhat heavy, an' a that. Aboot eight haul a rigginl
ye see. It wis three sheave blocks that hid been seven haul.

Q. Anr ye shifted them?

A. Itna ken, Lhe blocks wis four sheaves if I can mine. Mine
ane wis the top ane or the lower ane. It hid been the topper
ane, the top that.

Q. Fit they-car the tie-block, fitrs the tie-block, Irve heard
them speakin' ....
A. The tie-block, that wis the top ane.

Q. Itve heard
like a runnint
Yarmouth hame

A. Aye?

Q. Irve heard them sayint thit the fastesL run fae Lowestoft
tae hame tae Buckie wis a zulu wis thal right.
A. Oh it. widhave been, oh it widhave been. Oh it wid ootstrip
a sLeam easy ye ken wae a leadinr wind. Itve seentt deen
monyts a t,ime. Bit usually the drifLer got in tae the hairbour
afores some wey or anither.

Q. Aye jist, yetd the t,ake ant aiy Lhing I suppose.

A. Aye. Bit they were grand boats it the sai-linr.

Q. Quiet! Fit. like wis the comfort below noo Weelum?

A. Oh nae rnuch comfort, Do. The summer tirne the cabin wis
like an oven. It wi-snar a t,hat cald the weenter time, theyrd
the boiler ye see goint anr the sLove. The hatch hailt do-on,
bit the summer time they were awfar smellv. esDeciallv the
first ot the week, ar tire heerinr gorie tyint in oter'them oter
the weekend, an' I used tae be dead seeck on Monday fin they
started aLy finr Lhey sailed. Bit is the week geed orr the-
clean water come in tellts it wis ar clean.

Q. Aye, fit abool pumps ant that noo !ileelum?

A. Oh theytd a steam bilge.

Q. Oh theyrd a steam bilge?

A. 0h aye.

my fat,her speakinf aboot tha! like ye ken. The
, they say t,he fastest passage wintt it fae
wis a zulu wisn't it?
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Q. I hidnat actually thocht aboot that noor the likes or us
ladsr w€ jist geed doon an'v/e turn on a pump'

A. Oh the DonkeY-PumP.

Q. It wisnat fit they cated the Lobaiga Pump?

A. A little wheelie aboot the size or that'- ga!|' roon ant roont
uu". It did for the hose, bit bilge pumPs besides that the
;a;; the Jrifrer hid. Ayi,, jist the one pumP though.. The
Aiifter widhrn. tuo" twa'bil[e pumPsr ane foie-side the bilge
r". on lhe ither side bit Lh; slilboat hid only oner there wis
no bilge heed in a sailboat.

Q. Noo ye hailed the
quarter in the "LoYal"

nets, did you hale the nets o t er the
noo - the sailboats?

A. Yes. If the weather wis good t Ye cwednat dae it wae bad
weather. Ye hid tae get the heed tellrt in bad weather' It
wis awkward kinr hailint by the heed.

Q. Aye. The zulurs a mare or less hailt oter the starns?

A. If the weather wis richt, thgy bailt oter the sLarns,
sometimes the water wi-s splashint oter ye like a that.

Q. Aye.

A. Half-croons at turned green!

Q. Aye, aye Lhe smell ot the nets?

A. Anr the sulphur ken, left a week it the side yer bed, it
wis green.

Q. Oh wae the gorie smell?

A. Aye.
The silver turned blue.

Q. Is that right?

A. Aye they polished the breast pipes.anr the boiler ant fin
y. g."d oot- on the Monday, they were a' blue wae the, wae the
smell.

Q. Aye.

A. Anr the boilers looket bonnie on a Saturday ye ken fin ye
polished them.

Q. Ar cleaned aYe?
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A. Anr they were ar varnished, varnished wed roon them anr the
breat pipes- anr the donkt pt*p wheel painted bright red ant
they looket bonnie. The stove aiy black leaded in a Saturday.
That anes lyinr doon there, fin I look it them I aiy think some
lads been prood a that, fin eed it a polished up!

Q. Oh the ane thitrs lyinr in the sant?

A. Aye. Bit, that wisnar a sailboat Lhat wis a sailinr ship,
carsae boat.
Fa Ihe ttMissionarytt?
Oh the ttMissionary", the "Missiontt ye see her boiler yet.

Q. Oh is that her boiler, aye t,he zulu, therers Lwa boilers
there, theref s ane it the fLt, therers ane aside the rrJean

Shearerrt ant therels anither €ln€ro..

A. Well thatts the ttMissionarytt up, they took the boat up
aside their hoose tae brack ter up. I can mine in the boat
fine, she wis a smat zu1u, sherd jist, been aboot 54 or 5 fet I
wid ltint Uit she hid a b6iler in-terr ant the boiler is there
yett therers sometimes ye dinnat....it disappears the sant
comes oter.

Q. Thatrs the ane up aside Frankies?

A. Ave thatrs richt.
Well thatts far they broke her up then, aside the hoose.

Q. JisL front a Cullen yonrer? Aye.

A. They hid fire-wed handy!

Q. Aye aye.
zulu lyin t r.tp

Well I believe Itve a photae a that noo Pat, a
t,here bein' broken up.

A. They cremat,ed the boat aefter.
Yetd hae a photograph a ttJean Shearertt an a'?

Q. Oh aye.

A. Mine a boatfs boiler lay a lang t,i-me in Buckie hairbour.

Q. Aye thatrs right. We eest tae play intt fin we wis bairns.
Fit aboot you noo Johnny?

A. Somebody picket it up I think? Camerons picket it upr
Camerons or some ot Lhem. It widhave been there yet ye see if.
they hidnat tanett awat, boiler!

Q. We can hae a yarnie noo, fit, aboot you noo Johnnyr fan did
you start the sea?
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A. Noo, afore ye ging ony furtherr- Inleelum,wis _s_peakinr aboot
;;" ;ii;iuii. rit |eai da"e ye say she wis lost Weelum?
L920 Februarv.
tgtg. I wis oit-tft. ttcolden Darntt, Ye come across the Firthr it
wis a coorse nichtr a westerly weent, a-strong breezet a r .

,"st"rfy weent, ant fin we came in, half the crew gegd awa' tae
walk hame tae ioilknockie, ;;t theie wis a Joe Cow6 (?) an'm-e,
I wis cookie i"-if't. "Cofa6n Darnttt aflt ay.. flt she geed up- the
back the o,r.vl-- ttoo I wis jist, a ioon ant I wis up 9l tae the
;;;-*;;;hi;;'irr"*-"ni y" cied see the men fin they fired off
rhe rockets y;-';;";--that t iJ-tit.-tripod f or f irin-r the rocket
doon on the quay, 6""aui" it wis ttrai weenie they couldnat go

up on top ot -th-e'ParaPits 
Ye see?

Q. Aye.

A. Ant ivery-rocket they were firinr, the strength or the
westerly weent; ii wis. aiy g." *.1t tie wintward"ot the boat,
;i;-i;-aiv ar"ip"i ;;;' ile"the loor an' they cwedna' set a

rocket across her.

Q. No?

A. Ant they saw them at, they were up on tae the tap or the
wheelhoos e.
A"i-u atifter cwednat get oot tae ter'
iiii trt"y-;;;ia";i';;; "Eut them, tleY were richt o'er tae thaL
bit far the ro.t""irr 8t ui, il wis-a-sad business at the
either becaus" .y, tb"y *"i6 practically very near against the

d,ruy ant they cwednat get at them ye see'

Q. Aye thatrs richt.

A. Ant aYt oh there wis aiy man-there a lang, l.ttg-time afore
he wis. he'*ir i; tae the fore-riggintl Ye see the fore-mast
ffi"-;;'.iji ilL *i" in tse th;-i"i4:;t;eiot an' he wis there Lill
the mist geed oter. Orer the side'
she hid the,"ir-ui tr,"-ii*. thit r wis in her ant she-jist new

;;i in the motor it that time anr it sailed oot the hairbour.

Q. Oh she wisnat comint in under sail then?

A. No.
She hid Lhe short mast Ye see'
f tftint theytd hane ttral 55 gairner thit she hid.

A.

Q.

Q.
in

Oh aye.

Pariffin.

I wis aiy under the impressj-on Weelum thit she wis cominl
under sail?
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A. No. No no, bil sherd sail at the time thit I wis in ter.
her number wis changed fin I wis i-n her, fin I joined her she
wis BF 14881 afl' they changed her number tae BCK 263.
i{ell they wey I thocht,, I'm sure it wis L9L9, T started in L9L9
in the ttclenesktt, now, my uncle hid the trGlenesktt on hire fae
the Robertsons ot Aberdeen, there wis a thale fleet a ttclens"
ant the "Glenesk", well we geed--a filie in ter anr then they
shifted aboard the ttcolden Darntt. [,Ie feenished the weenter- in
the'rGolden Darntt. She wis A 559r dfl ayt aefter we tied-up it
the weenLer, now it wis durin'that time I wis in the ttcolden
Darn" t,hit the t'Loyaltt geed ashore. Aefter Lhe weenter we geed
aboard lhe "Lizzie'and [nntt.

Q, Drifter?

A. Drifter.

Q. Aye.

A. She wis A 277, she wis eventually selt tae Lossi-e. Then I
geed wae, that wis t,hree boats wae the same skipper like, iL
wis my uncle Wilkie.

Q. Aye.

A. Well Jeemes
she wis lost?

Q. 0h ayer ay€

Joseph Irm sure ye can easy ascertain the time

nae bather, aye jist aff the records.

A. I still think February L920.

Q. Aye ayet oh aye, Itve the records it hame.

A. February L9...?
Twent,v !
I canna seett because I jist cannat seett, because I left, the
schoo1...
EiLher Februarv or March. I cane it wis durint the weenter.
I wis 13 in May ant l gol awat fae the school it Christmas.

Q. BiL I hive the bit in the paper.

A. Bit I micht be wrang, bit I wis in the ttcolden Darntt in the
weenter a !919 ant I wis in Lhe trGolden Darn" fin the ttloyaltt
wis lost. Ant ry uncle ant them wis at up it dyt Edinburgh it
Lhe ayt it the inquest aboot the t'Loyaltt ye see.

Q, Anf far did ye ging aefter that noo Johnny fin ye come oot
oter the "Glen Esktt ant that, far did ye, wis ye wae Heck al
the time?

A. Aefter anes I wis awat fae rny uncle, oh I wis in the
"S loshiatt.
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Q. Oh aye, Portknockie.

A. Ant ayt she wis BF 1056, that, richt?
Fit ane?
The ttS loshia" .
0h aye.
Ant she belonged tae - well it wis l^lood thit wis Lheir name.
Anr ayt ye mine in ayr in Jimmy thit wis .....

Q. No that wis afore my time.

A. !ilell, that wis folk thit hid Lhe ttsloshiatt, alt ayt we v/ere
it t,he weenter, ant dyt we should have hane ten or a crew bit
wetd only nine! It wis a good job, sweeminf ashore.

Q' Aye?

A. The boats wis a' ganr awat hame for Christmas ye see, New
Yearr aflt the like ot at ither weentersr wetd niver nithint it
weenters.

Q. No, I eest tae think it a shame.

A. Anr we geed lae Kyle ant ful1t her up a coal ant we wis gan
roon tae Ploughton tae tie-her-up, there wis a thale fleet ol
drifters in Ploughtonr on anchor, for the New Year, it wis a
coorse day ant tYd niver been in'Ploughton afore utrt ayr we wis
follyint a motor boat, in bit the ween wis that strong thit a'
the loch wis liftint wae the qpray ye see, ant this boat, it
wis a Finichty motor boatr 8ot she wisnat drawinr the water
thit we wis drawint, he geed oter the lap ot the rope Lhit we
stuckr dfl dyt it wis comint dark ye see ant a coorse nichtr dh
dyt her starn started tae ging awa' doon as the tide wis gant
awat ye see ant thev were feart she wid slide aff the rock anr
oit oilt oter the boitie ant wetd tae slack her awat. wetd arhule kiel a raifie stuff tied in tae the railr aflt'we slacked
her awat doon clear the rocks ant aefter we sot her clear the
rocks we lit her swing roon aboot ant wetd a6een a mile tae
gant in a smat boat, Ifore the weent liker dflr aefter we got
ant roon the ptint, we wis in among the drifters ant Lhey took
a pickle lads here an' a lad there. An' in the morninr fin the
tide wis awat she wis lyint ar stem in the air ant Lhe gear at
floated at oter the tap ot the mast ant the wheelhoose.

Q.

A.

That wis the ttsloshiatt?

Aye. She l-ay there ti1l summer.

Wis she nae a widden boat?

Oh no, she wis ane ot yon bigger ships.

Fit wey wis she lyint Johnny? Wis she lyint awat in the
like that?

Q.

A.

Q.
air
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A. She wis lyint like that ye see.

Q. Ken I hive a photae in the hoose ot a drifter, aye youtve
maybe seentt in my book l^/eelum, bit itrs the funniest. photae,
shets lyinr straight up like this on the top or a rock-ant her
heeds.... I dinna ken her nane like.

A. I^Iell, she lay there till the summer time afore they lifted
her bit Irna ken fit happened aefter they lifted her. Now
Weelum ye say L920, oor George wis in her richt enough. There
wis Ecky Dodd - Cullen, an' Jakey Pindy, Jock Tamm! ! Ar the
worthies ! !
They were worthies Lhat lads !

Q. Wis that lad tPindyr thit wis the chief?

A. Aye.
They geed the weenter that time bit they werenat expecLinr tae
get nit,hint yu kel, ant l wis jist a youngster ant fin I wis in
the ttSloshiatt, ant Jot,tie eest t,ae come in tae the... he wis a
rare lad, dive ye mine Jott, Ecky Doddrs brether Jott.? Ecky
Doddrs bret,her Jott?
No ! 0h Portknockie?
Ay?
Portknockie?
Aye.
Oh aye.
llell- he eest tae come in tae the galley ant he eest tae singttTo jail for debt,s shall no man go, carty on ttre glory ottt,
they-kent they widnat get nit,hint it the end ot their time ye
s ee.
As happy!
Ar well I got merriet in September 1933 ant I geed awat tae
Yarmooth anr I wis eieht weeks in Yarmooth ant Itd a fourth
share a gear in ant ui, for my ane share ant my gear share, I
hid f4.10.

Q. Wis tha! for yer Yarmooth fishinr?

A. For mv Yarmooth fishinr - 8 weeks ant l said tae mv wi-fe.ttNo, Itm nae gant back Lae the herrint againtt, ant l gi:ed awat
tae lhe trawlint r -ant I wis trawlinr st,eady till the war broke
oot. Bit t,rawlint wis a job thit ye-hid a- lot a changes atr
ships like, because if. yg come in an' hid a dud trip, the
skipper gol the sackr anr that meant at the crew, except lhe
twa lads thit belonged it got the sack. That wis the routine
ant ayt in 1939 fin-war broke oot fin I wis in the ttSunlight"
ant uy'*" come in ant landed ......

Q. She wis lost aff ot Scrapster wisnrt she, aye thettSunlight"?

A. She wis lost?
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Q. Aye, aefter the war like?

A. Aye, ah well ayt she wis a standard trawler we cawd them,
bit hbw6ver, we lairded in ant come awat hamer dflt l-wis second
f ishman in 'ay, in the "sunlighttt-ant !h"y pho?ed ant sai{ aYtt'oh the boati'been tane oterl wetre at sigirinr on, T L24" air-
aYtttifoutd better come through anr sign on". So I geed through anr
signed on wae at the rest o' the crowd, an: we geed tae
Yaimooth, based it Yarmooth, an hid a bonnie bi[ white tryt sign
on ter starn ant nae a gun aboard a nae descripLion! An' the
patrol thit we hid tae tick up wis 4 mile Nor-Eastern Europet
int we were supposed tae be wbtchint oot for tEt boats! Then
of course they-decided it wis too risky ant they wid pit Lhg_,
skipper in tae uniform, skipper only, in uniform, it wis still
T L24. Anr we wis it Ehat Lill Februaryr af,' then they decided
we hid tae tick her up tae the Victoria Docks a London an' tae
get her renovated tae tick a navy crew aboard. Ant we at geed-
fwat hame, etnt Lhen aef ter Lwa t,hree trips trawlinr I geed-awat
in the t'Ben Arthurtt. Ant ay, we wis aiy feenishint up in
prominent areas ye kenr df,t-David says ifris is geltinr oter'...this ga wat doon ta6 the noop, dfll Simon campbell ant me ant
Davie, the skipper, wis in the wheelhoose.

Q. ![is that Simon thit hid the "Europa"?

A. Aye. Anr ayt newsint ye ken, a bonnie day ant we passed a
the capital ships ootside a Hoyt ayt a few o' them ootside
there manoeuverint ant we geed-doon'ant Davie says aYs ttl-think
vou should hud her awat easttt. We wis ganr doon north an' he'r.y" "I think ye shid hud her awat eastfi. Ant uy, of course we
heid her awat ant made a richt sharp turn anr the first thit we
cainL wis thit a plane hid come up bstarnr aflt we didnar kefr
ant it wis a Gerry plane mind ye, Nor-west fae the noopr 8D' we
his turninr bomb geed richt atrireen the masts, landed in the
ither side otes, of course it braks uPr lift at the.......
plates ant ayt ifre lad stoppit ye seer'we sat the plane widnal
iome back, sb' aefter we gol-her- aff .... she wisnar makinr
water so Davie says "oh iletll hae a twa three hauls ant clear
oot a herett. I hid Lhe first watch, it wis bonnie nean licht.

Q. Are you a cook noo Pat?

A. I dlnnat dae onets hant turn.

Q. Dive ye nae?

A. No.
It wis bonnie mean lichtr dflt we shot awat, it wis a bonnie
mean licht nichtr ant fin he wis towinr I saw mines nae fat
faes, I called t,he skipper mannie, I says ttDaviett I says--ttTherets mines herett, f in he come up an' saw the mines, "Noo
dinnat say nithint tie nane t,he resl ot the boysr we t11 heave
upr wetll'heave up till day-liehttt. Anr he hove up ant l"y tae
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day-lieht then we cleared oot_an,r geeq tae Scqap-ster -ant got
orders tae ging through the Firthr -aflt- we gee-d throught the
;;;ih-"ttrooEf, a-convoy geed through the n6rth channel ant come
the either "orniot 

oter'Dincants Buy Head ant Davie says ttl
thinf, wetll hud her awat up along the land tae get clear a that
convoy. Ant afore it came dark we saw aeroplane get twa shiPs
in lhl convoy. Ane aboot the Sanny Riddles an' aYt oh I cwed
right a book I can tell Y€.

Q. Aefter Lhe war ye hid the ttOeean Crestrr?

A. No, I geed a yeax wae Jeemes in the rrFidelitytf .

Q. Thatrs richt, of course y$rre nae a^Cullen man,_ye. see.
Of course I forg6t tae say yetre nae a Cullen man Weelum?

A. No. Hers a Portknockie man.

Q. Hers a Knocker.

A. Aye thatrs right, he merriet tae Cullen.
oter it the hospital it Buckie.

Q. FiLrs that noo Weelum?

A. Madge, oter in the hospital ivery nicht.

Every nicht Irm

Q. Are ye?

A. Every nicht.
Iive su.r, Madge every nieht except three nichts since she geed
in tae hospital in Aberdeen.

Q. Is Madge in t,he hosPital?

A. Aye.

Q. Your Madge?

A. Aye. Shers there as happy as could be.

Q. I niver kent thatl rlo.

A. Disnar ken shers in the hospital. Disnat ken shers in
Buckie.
i-r""-ft"r aiy nicht ant she disnar ken half the week shers
there.
Orer every nicht.

Q. Well I niver kent that noo Johnny.
wis in the hospital.

I caint thit Jeannie

A. Aye. Oh bit Madge his been in Lhe hospital since November.
A, yeai past Novemberl Rnt sure Weelum, she's as pleasant as ye
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like fin ye... aiy laughinr ! Aiy laughinr !
Jeanies very content ant at.

Q. Is that richt Weelum?

A. Weelum says.. comes in tae
says ttFar ye gan t ? 

tt ttwe t re g4n t

ye seett. She says, ttoh thatts
Then she waves us oot, ken, ye
She disnar ken ye see.

Madge in tees wey oot ant she
awa' tae the boaties moored up

at richt than, watch yer seltsit.
ken thiL her mind wis fax awat.

Q. No. I niver caint that.

A. 0f course dae ye mine lhe Lime Lhat Willie Bow got Davie
Dunn for a cook?

Q. Aye in thon little boatie?

A. The ttDeliverertt.

Q. 0h no.

A. Aye t,he, mine the Salvation Army boat ken.

A. Aye.

Q. Blood anr Fire on the funnel ant that.

A. Aye thatrs right.

Q. Well they were ready for Lhe summer fishint y" ken, a
painted ant cleaned anr athinr, bit the cook hid tae pack it up
ken, it t,he last minuter so Willie Bow met aul' Davie Dunn, he

"uy" 
ttDavie, will ye "o*" awat cook waets?tt ttAyett Davies 6.y"ttlt 11 gang, 'bit g.. *u f ive shillin I srt. rrAhrr ivif f i" Bow says,t'Itve nae money on ma bit ltll-go up tae the hoosert so he come

doon, he gave the five shillinri tal Betsie, ken Daviers wife.
Thatrs right aye.
So Lhe foflowiirt mornint he wis doon tae the boat, ken, he
stoppetr &rr the bowts ant aLhint light oot, ye see anl were
ready for them goint, driver ant the fireman doon below ken
revinr steam ken, bit he looks in tae the gailley, the cabin,ttFarf s Davie?tt ttNaebodies seen temtt. So he-ging Li tae Lhe
hoose ken the hoosie across the road there, Davies sirtint tae
a bowl a tea, Betsiers makinr broth. So he says ttDavie fit wey
are ye nae doon tae yer work?tt, Davie says ttYou offered me, you
owed me five shillin's afore we go bit ye gave the five
shillinrs tae Betsi.tt, so he says ttYe can iack her cook wae
Y€,"

Q. He hidnar gotten his ane entrance fee fae Bow ye see.

A. Aye..
He got the five shillinrs mind ye!
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Q. Aye Davie wis a great lud for that. I jist wonter far at
the aul'Iads, ken the aul'lads in Cullen noo ken?

A. Mmm some great aul' lads.

Q, Dae ye mine at Lhe aulr drif ters in Cullen noo l{eelum?
Name oter a curn?

A. The only early drifters Lhit,rs iver been in Cullen I could
gae ye.

Q. Fire awat, jist, cane tells a curn. t'Deliverertt?

A. Bet,ter gae ye some gt the aulrer anes first. The ttRoset',
the trHisoptt wis the aul'est ane.

Q. ttHisopt' wis the aulf est drif ter?

A. Aye. The ttRosett, the ttDiamondtt, the ttYarett.

Q. Can ye mine fa belonged them anr at it the same time?

A. Oh the maist ot them.

Q. Near enough.

A. Well the ttHisoptt wis George Den.

Q. George Den?

A. She geed up the last centuryr. lhe ttHisop".
Well aboot 1900 built it Bowlen (?) she was a Poor poor
drif ter. Strongest ane thit, ever wi-s in Cullen bit the poorest
ane, they couldnat shot a net in her.

Q. Is that right.

A. Every time they geed tae shot - every shot oter the
starnboard side it took the propellerr suppose they-shot mare
than ane. she took the propeller. She wis an' awfa' clean
ethed uol she didnat...'anl I dinnar think she drew say muckle
waLer as a sail-boat did. She wis like a pufferr aflt iwfat
st,rong drifterie the ttHisontt.
"Hisontt?ttHisontt aye.
I mine on her.

An I the ttDiamondtt, the ttYaret', the ttcarmela", willie Bow hid
her. Willie Den hid the "Yarett. The Weelum Findlay, Jeemes
Pumts father hid the ilDiamondtt. Anr then the ttRosett wis Joke
Dattle.

Q. Is that him thit hid the "Altaire", is that the same?
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A. same. willie hid Lhe "Altaire" bit Joke skippered the
"Rosg" as lang as hetd her, three drif ters a firi'e. thev hidthe "Ebeneez.rt-t. They bocht Lhe ttEbeneezertt ant they didnat
F""p her nae timer ant r think Adam Addison geed skiiper other. He wis merriet tae Leebie Dattle.

Q. Adam - wis that Adam thit hid the "Glide".
A. Adamr s father.

Q. Oh, oh thatts gan baek a bittie that.
A. It wisnat Adam thit hid the ttclidett.

Q, Aye hid father?

A. oh no it widhave been him thit hid the rrEbeneezer" aye?
Aye tees father wis lost in the 'fclidett?

Q. I see, cominr hame in thone big breeze it...?
A. Aye, it wis him thit skippered the ttEbeneezertt.

Q. ttCarpiett 
?

A. Aye.

Q. The ItCarpediumt'?

A. The ttCarpediuffitt, that wis Jimmy Lardie. Aye there
on the share than him. Werre jist- sayint .limmy Lardie,trGartlyrt tees brether, Dodie Lirdie. '

wLs mare
the

No.
11 a country

Well I jist I
parently fa wis

Ay, Dodie Lar

Their mither
t she geed, she
llin' fish. Fi
d we cat her, w

Yes, she ane

Itve heard th
fie says "ldell
Gartly ant wet

Q.

A.
We

Q.
Ap

A.

Q.
fa
SE
wl

A.

Q.
wi
ot

Dae ye ken hoo the ttGarLlytt got her narne noo Inleelum?

Loon.

earned thal fit wey Lhe ttGartly" got ter name.
it thit hid her again, wi.s it the Hartles?

die.

eest tae ging on the train wae fish anr thatfs
geed on the train tae Gartly wae a creel

I they bocht.this drifLer Itve heard thit, fit
is she ane ot the numbers fae yarmooth?

ot the numbers aye.

ey took her hame ant changed her name. That
g: the money we'-ve gotten nearly hid been oot
11 ca' her the ttGartlytt. So I i^ris jist
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wonderint if you would ken that.
that.

I cannat mine fat telltt me

A. Then there wis the ttResourcett there wis anither Smith -
Joke Dane hid her, bit hetd ane afore that, hetd a ttBreadownertt
a widden ane afore Ehat BF 9.
The ttPiLnesstt.
Anr the ttPiLness" Joe Mowat hid her for a filie.
Anr there rois mare Smith boats there wis the "Vigilant'r, Jimmy
Bow, Williets father anr the rfDodgenttt wis Boyts father
Lhatrs a'Smith boats. There wis the bigger aner thettSorinsbudtt the ttResoluLett.
nv! thE ttspri-ngbud" and the |tResolute" that t s the - aye Jeanies
father, Jim Bow hid her.
He hid the "Ingie" for a filie.

Q. Aye Jeanniers father?

A. Aye, he bocht her fae ault Cathenray (?) BCK J1, ant-kept
her a-filie an ault CaLhenray bocht her back fae t"*, ant he
bocht the trBreeze Rosett, then he hid the ttFisher Lassi.tt, the
zulu aefter that, a big zulu"

Q. Aye my father wis sooth wae her.

A. Aye, father sooth in her.

Q. Aye.

A. She wis a bigger boat than the "Rosett?

Q. Thatrs right, well my father wis sooth in her wae Jirn Bow,
the rf Fisher lassiett.

A. 0h aye.

Q. That hid been the second fishinr aefter the war I think,
Jim Bow widhave hid lhat, ttFisher Lassiett.

A. Thatrs righL. Wetd Lhe ttRamblertt that time.

Q. Aye the motor ttRamblertt?

A. Aye.

Q. Ken ti-s I mj-ne Lhat, seeint yo,r-anets in Lowestoft that
time ant that wis. I mine commentint on how bonnie the new
boat, ken looket imong at th€.... thatrs right Lhat wis the
year though.

A. Noo there wis the wooden boat,s, there wis the "Flower 0l
M.yt'. Fit aboot the ttCarpodeumtt, Lhatrs anither ane. Got her,
Jimmy Lardj-e.



Bit the ttFlower Ot M"ytt that wis Jim Gardnerr Taniers faLher,
Jackson.

Q. Jackson thatrs right.

A. The ttSunnysidett, wis Cecil, bides doon there, his father
Blanks.

Q. Oh aye Blanks.

A. Blanks Lhey cated it. Anr the ttl-onsdalet'.

Q. Aye Lhat wis the Innesrs.

There wis Jimmy Fairmer.

Q. Aye fa belonged her again, the ttHeraldtt?

A. Jimmy Fairmer, dae ye mine Jim Fairmer?

Q. Did he ging awat tae Aberdeen did he?

A. No, he wis, died in Cullen ttCrack", ttCracktt.

A. Then wooden anes, the t'Heraldtt.
ttFlower ot Maytt - ttsunnysidett.

Q, Oh ayer aY€ aye.

A. An I the rf Docilett.

Q. That wis yer ane teen aye. ttAltairet'?

A. The ttAltairett. That wis the biggest boat
Aye.
Tirere wis only the t,hree BCKrs'
Wis the "Altairett nae built oot' aboot?
No. No built in Herdies. Biggest boat, the
they built, they hid a great pizzLe launchinl
tae turn, they jist managed.

Q. Wis that Finichty like Pat?

A. Finichty.

Q. BCK 180.

A. Anr av. fit mare wooden anets wis there?
There wisnat a lot ot wooden boats in Cullen.

Q. The "Killiecan?
A. The ttKilliecantt.

Q. The ttl-yndabowtt?

that.

langest boat thit
her, tae get room



.\ 
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A. The ttlyndabowtt.

Q. Johnny t Y€ shid mine that?

A. oh aye. 872 ant the 'fKilliecantt wis 2L22.
Built ab6ot 1908 or g. My good-father {eernes eest tae te1l me

there wis one bad t,hing abooL t,he "Hope" - she hid a steel kiel
stone ant he didnat li[.e it. He sqys it ruined the boat. Anse
it bent, the bend never come oot o' her.

Q. Aye ayet she wis built in Leiuh.

A. She wis builL in LeiLh.

Q. Smat kind a boaLie wis she, wis she a smat kind a boatie?

A. 0h no I widhave said she wis as-big as ony the itherr ?s
big as the "Flower Ot ryuyl' 9T ony- o' t!..*..._AY9t.ge size o'
thEt boats is 86 feel (84) 86 maybe. The "Eglise" that wis a

bis boat. She wis a big 6oat aye. They made an awfat U"9 job
*"E "i the wooden driftErs they- built in Cullen. They only
built seven ant there wisnat a good ane among them.

Q. Is that right Weelum? Built seven?

A. Well the boats wis right enough but theyrd the great big_
cabin, big engine-room, sEock holer aflt they'd nae room tae hud
herrinr, mucket uP rdae seventy cran.

Q. Is that righL t aYe they geed awat by the heed sign?

A. They geed awat doon the heed.. Tlt.yrd-only- three lockers
aside tireil ant their f ishroom. At the Cullen boats, the
ilfior"r -O'i 

M;vtt-*i" a bonnie boat, shetd a poor howi ant a'.
I wis aboard bne ot them fin she wis launched. I wis gye
young.

Q. Fit ane wis that?

A. ttHas t let' .

Q. 0h ttHastlett, wis that, nae the f irst ane?

A. No, she wis the seeond last ane.

Q. Second last ane?

A. She wis BF 80.
Aye thalrs richt.
Sire left Cullen hairbour a file ken.
Ave.
i"trr t.tr if she wis ony bigger or nor I dinnat ken aboot her
Johnny.
No she wis much aboot the same.



Aye.
The last ane wis bigger, the last ane the ttHarvestertt she wis
mare like a Finichty boat. Bit they built her the ttHarvesterrr,
the||M|att,hesametime.''ArthurandBud''wis
built nearest the water anr the rrHarvesteril wis built up the f-rr.ir';.lr--!61pa17
brae ant her stern wis built up lhe brae. Anf thocht hbr a rs"r,
bonnie boat fin she wis lyin' there, bit fin she wis launched
she didnar look at &t , her sLern wis droopet!

Q. Is that right, is that wae beint built up the...
A. She hid a drOOp in her s tern. I r-.lrr !a. T r-{ .: fi r{ ,: it O i
Cane fit I mine ot the "ffit', she hid a great big
hatch, fidlie hat,ch, back the funnel, back the cabin.
Aye.
K-en there wis somethint in her boiler.
Ayg I know, a queer kind a engine, I think a second-hand engine
ant boiler.
Awfat big engine she hid.
Aye. Wisrt a tow-boatts engine?
Aye she wis ane ot that kind thit wis at the seine-net.

Q. Ir11 tell ye, I think wetve missed an iron boat thit I can
mine onr well, canna mine on her, ken the big ane, the....
A. ttCloverdalett?

Q. No, aye ttCloverdalett thatrs ani-ther ane Pat. No the ane
I t m t,hinkin I on belonged tae her. . . ?

A. ttwalkerdale"?

Q. Anither ane ttWalkerdalett.

A. t'christmas Morntt.

Q. ttChristmas Morntt aye.

A. t'Crannachtt. ttThe Breentt. t'Ventyriett ant..,.

Q. Ay the ane Irm thinkint on, fitrs the big ane now Weelum,
Lhe big drifter ken?

A. ttCloverdale" wis the biggest ane.

Q. No biL there wis a bigger
gan astern oot a. r...
A. ttExeellciatt?

ane, Pat therers a photae ot her

Q. ttExcellciutt, thatrs Ehe boat aye. ttExcellciatt.

A. The ttExcellciat' wisnat the biggest ane though.



Q.

A.

Q.

No.

She wis a poor boat.

Irve heard that.

Q. 0h aye.

A. Some or them
again. ..
I always found in
richu engine.
Ave.
t bause she wis a

Q. Well I would say that I wis
the ttDeveron Sidett, dae ye mine

wis jist nae bather tae steam, the next ane

the t'Docilett, the . . . . trouble hid been the

great big boat ant sherd a big f ish-room.

in ane or the fastest drifters,
on her?

A. She wis a steamer. She wis jist one banneck a roosht,!

Q. Is that right, aye.

A. Ant took af f her ... planks, jist shif t lhern fore-it, shif t
them richt through the bulk's heed.
I mine on thaL.
Spear lt Weelum aboot t,he 1ad thit came fae Aberdeen or some
wey tae drive her.
Her name first afore wshe came tae Cullen ye see wis thettPituliett ant there wis nobody cwed get steam tae lift, they
couldnat get steam at at.

Q. The ttExcellciatt?

A. Couldnat gungr so they sailed her tae Cullen ant changed
her name tae tExcellciatt.- Anr Alex Fairmer got a driver fae
Aberdeen anr they come lae Cullen spearint bdys thits ganr antttoh the ttExcellciut', shets awfat st,iff tae stlam that inert, he
says ttshe cannar be worse than the last ane thit I wis intt.
"Fit ane wis lhat?rr ttThe ttPituliett! !
Bit fin he geed doon t,he stock hole, doon Lhe stock hole in the
engine-room-ant he looket roon aboot he says, ttThis looks awfar
faililiartt. He got the next train awat hame.
He didnat girg awat in it though.
No no. He Sist geed awat hame. Geed awat hame again.
There wis awfat differences in them steamint y" ken.

A. Aye.

Q. She hid a

A. Lichtin t

Q. Lichtinl

16 inch

the coal ant at.

lhe coal ant df...



A. Plenty trouble!

Q. Ken thisr y€ couldtave read a bookie anr steamed her.

A. Fa wis driven her ......?

Q. l,/e11..,

A. tlis I t John Gairdner?

Q. No. I^Iillie Bow, Cullen.

A. My cousin John Gairdner drove her for a lang time.

Q. I wid say thit thone wis ane or the bonniest steam engines,
ken they'd plenty trouble, mine they hid thone....?

A. "Deveron Sidetr. The ttBud ant Rose" wis the same boat.

Q. Aye. They hid thone smoked steel aeross the cylinder heed,
ant ar the isle wis deen wae boxies, aye brass boxies at the
wey along the.,.

A. Jeemes George, Ir11 tell ye a story aboot the ttDeveron
Sidett durinr the war, the time I wis in Scappie Lake, we wis
escortint the licht-hoose boats ken, ?....... in the island,
aye she wis tae service the lichts ant we wis escort themr so
went in tae Stornowat for Lhe weekend, ant that boat came
alongside ant I invited Willie aboard, Willie Bow. He came
doon, I gave him a good dram ant he drank it, he says ttYe ken
Lhis Pat, lhaLrs the first whisky Itve drunk for tw-enty year!"

Q. Is that right?

A. Thatts right aye.

Q. He wis a richt consciencious driver.

A. Ah well he te1lt ma ttThe first time Irve tasted whisky in
twenty year ! tt

Thone Poochier s brether?

Q. Aye t,hatrs richt, Poochiers brether.
the fishinrs thit he hid aboard her. run
wis aiy potterint ken ant deint things,

Ken t.", that engine,
like a watch, ken. he

run like a waich.

A. Plenty trouble.

Q. Aye an' 
^y, 

fin he geed oot oter there wis a Banff manie
came ken, a Banff manie-drove her ant she wis jist a riddle a
... aefter that ken she wis jist a.... he jist niver bathered.
Bit speed - oh - you could steam her as B1r...

A. Aye she wis a built-up boat as well.



Q. Thatrs far you lads wis lucky ye seer Weelum, mine ye hid
yer ane driver?

A. Aye. Oor ane driver hand.

Q. Then John wis a ... your John, he kept the tfRamblertt gan
wae the Glenifer.

A. I niver saw John come hame wae the crew tae Buckie yett
comint on Saturday he wis ai-y -buses ahinr the crew workinr it
that engine. He icept, her gant for seven year though.

Q. Thatrs richt, I mean the Glenifers wisnat farned for beinr
trouble-free engines.

A. Oh no, they were fool engines. John tellt me tae niver pt
her up tae 900 revs.

Q. Unless ye got somebody like yer selr thit wis
consciencious.

A. Niver hid a tow on her except once. Mine that aefter the
Canal. it wis a..e.... the ttcolden Leett fae Gamrie, ken.
I diniar mind.
She stuck up onywey dy€t gant through, aye ken the canal ant
t,hat man gavets- a t,tg. Jist a tow, jist a ...o.. sizie that.
Itrs amazint the wey thit they hantled that purserr purse
boats.

Q. Aye oh aye.

A. Anr the men geed below in them jist for ah, they geed
firemen for a filie, maybe tae get on.

Q. Driver aye.

A. Bit they kent fit tae dae wae them, the majority ot them.

Q. They were good boats ant ken.

A. Irve a list. a short, listie here a some Cullen ault boats
noo: The "Rathdale" BF 57, J Findlay wis my grandfatherr built
in 1875. The ttGeneral Gordontt was my it,her grandfather BF
L424, John Gairdner. The "General MCDonald"_ BF 329, John
Gairdnerr my grandfather ant-at, thatrs anither ane ot his.
Then mv iatirei rria a share o I ane cawd the "Firm", him an I

Sandickiets brether Jimmickie, him an' Mary Docherrs father.
They cone through the November gale in her, she struck Lhe
Uot'tom ot the Sfierenham Sha1l oi the November gale anr they
knocket the rodder aff or her ant she geed richt back tae
Lowestoft on the bare Poles.

Q. Is that right?



A. Aye. They were lucky this time - the ttFirmtt. I mine
seeint her lyinr beint broken up in Finichty, I cwed aiy read
the name on her.

Q. Aye, fit year wis year born then Weelum?

A. 1903.

Q. 1903. That ttGeneral Gordontt thalts her photae tane ganl
oot o' Cullen hairbour?

A. Then therers ane t,hit Willie Bow hid here, the ttNimrodtt,
your1l mine on the ttNimrod", t,he motor ane?

Q. Aye, aye the motor ane.

A. This is the zulu BF 37L, Irna ken hoo ault she wis. Then
there wis the ttl-ively Hopett, a steam drifler, BF 1339, I can
mine on her, she wis sunk in a collision in 1911. Ant then
there wis the ilLively Hopett sailboat, BF 2, I can mine on her
ant at.

Q. Mine on her anr a'?

A. Aye.
That ane the ttRapturett, thatrs the ane they cawd the ttDry
Minentt.
My mither tellL me, this fit they cawd her, the "Dry MiLtenrr.
Itna ken, I think my granda liket tae keep tees milLens dry.

Q. Youf11 min a lot ot changes in Cullen hairbour noo Weelum,
fin ye look back on Cullen hairbour as fin ye wis a loon, ken?

A. Irve seenrt packet a sail-boats ant packet a drifters.

Q. Noo ltl s df c..

A. Noo itts little boaties.

Q. Jist litt1e boaties aye.

A. I got a richt tellinr off fae Eckyrs loon, ken t,he ttSpri-ng
Bud" wis jist, lyint off fae the hoose, so I geed aboard anr
lhere'd been somebody doon that day redint her up ye see, for
the weemum, ken the weemun eest tae scrub oot the boats,
somebody hid been doon redint up ant there wis a basket'a jelly
jars. I got them on tae the heed the gailley, drapped them
doon the funnel. The followin' mornin' somebody came doon ant
kinrled the fire, the srnoke wis comint oot the gailley doors,
cominr oot the p6rt-ho1es, comint oot lhe enginE-room ant "ki-lichts. the smoke wis cominf oot ar the wevs-bit the funnel!-
(ttratt i the ttDocilett cominr in tae Lowesto'f t).



Q. Thatrs right, I think, wis it me thit go! t'hat photae tae
ye I'Ieelum? Dae ye nae mi-ne on that? Me thiL dug up that
photae Lae ye.

A. Wis I t?

Q. Aye. I ming in you anes sayint tu? me, doon.the back a the
toot t ye said, ttl hiil twa drif t-ergr alt.ugf ter aJ my time, I
hinni irane a ihotae a nane a them". Ant I got.that photae tae
ye in Yarmootir, ay Lowestoft. I got the two o' them in
Lowes tof L.

A. Werd sdventy cran a daY.

Q. Aye. ttDocilett ant....

A. Seventy four cran aYet she wis easy puttint tae the heed.

Q. tCause I mine the day I come doon wae Lhat photae tae ye
Weelum, ye wis as pleased as ken...

A. Thatrs the trRambler Rosett drif ter, you wouldhave niver
Lhocht that.

Q. No no.

A. Ay?
You wid niver have thocht that wis a drifter.
0h no t,hat wis the ttRamblertt.
Anr she looks an awfar size the wey shets rigget.
Thatrs the same ane there Ye see.

Q. Aye.

A. Bonnie photae.
0h shers 7 f.t lang th€...

Q. Shers been lengthened.

A. Aye.
Ken tiris I t,hink shers a purser there, shers nithinr aboard
her.

Q. No shers a cargae.

A. Aye bit wis she nae fishint afore that, I think she wis
fishiirt ant then changed tae a cargae boat.
0h maybe.
She wis carryint buildint materials aboot Sterangar(?).

Q. Aye, ay€, Aye itrs great tae live tae your ages Weelum anr
r-"" riy'r.tttle ciranges i; the f ishinr?

A. It is, that wis a bonnie drifter aside the ttRamblertt.



Q. Wis she, aye the ilDocilett?

A. Aye she wis a bonnie drifter.
Bit she grew awfar leakie the las! year.
Fin you if,ittt aboot it, Cullen hairbour ruined every wooden
dri-f ter.

Q. Is that right, cabin anr flou aYe?

A. Ye see a boat in a saft sannie hairbourr every time thit
she eine" unttttt;;hu makrs a hole left a bit deeper. Ant sine
she disiat ilakt it nane deeper for it.

Q. No.

A. Then
tae the

Q. Hive

A. No.
The wooden drifters
No!
Well thatts how the
the wooden boats.
That I s richt,.

Q. Well ye see, the.kine ot a drifter the weighL ot their
boiler, the weight o' ... aY 4|...

A. Bit they werenar strong boats ken.

Q. Fa the Englishmen, no no.

A. Werenat built wae the same amount a wood as they put in tae
the boats up here.
i wis hane h yarnie, English friends thaLrs at the wey tae
spend their holidaYs'

Q. Aye aye - sailint?

A. They hive a fits ye catt a kinr a farm, a sma11 holdingt
ant thatts the wey they- sPen' their holidays.

Q. Thatrs the richt weY eh?

A. Fin they hid their boatie, the ttMooswanna".

Q. Thatts a fine wey tae nae fancy that noo Pat? Sailinr?

A. Ah well.
ift"r"t" an awfar conglomeration or craft in the sooth coast ye

""".-""t ". 
.".orted-36 crash-landint barges-fae Porlsmooth tae

il;;'uli" ;;'-;;i;.t-*.it. tied up ve see'-an' thev're a' aff

she sinks in tae the shape a that, the boat goes in
shape a the dock.

ye niver seen that afore JohnnY?

shid niver be litten agrunt.

Lowestoft men did, kept their boats afloatt



the engines I geed awat.up, ant aside the :"'? !h: 
ilTredmilltt

iftit I"wis inr"I'm stanr-in atween the twa loonies an' I hear

""*"U"ay-sayiit 
ttJohnnytt. Fin I looket across the river it wis

yer father.

Q. 0h aYe.

A. Anr he says ttAre ye gan tae be in here the dav?tr Irm
savin,, we wil""p."iiir; ;;-'.;;-u"" iiogo. He sayi "I t'hink
to.r". got two folmals herett.
lodie Xrthur ant oor John were inseperable'

Q, Thatrs right Weelum. My faLher wis that disappointed
fin....
A. I geed awat ant saw him it nicht ant
engine.
Yei father used tae come in tae oor hoose
John tae ging tae the school.

he 1et me see the

every mornint for

Q. Aye.

A. I geed aeross Lae see an he-says. ttl dinnat ken th:rY.I tae

"i"ri Ef," thing, maist ot Lhem doon here" he saysr "lt.'d a

bonnie switcnilS;r;;-;;' he-;;t" "I jitt hailt dboir this an'
awav she seedl'-t ff"rlft on this'main iwitch, hetd her a' set ye
see, bit [e didnar ken fit wey tzl€... "

Q. Tae start it?

A. Aye or tae get the power. He says "I hailt doon the switch
an t awa t she geedtt.
i--wis " lot in contact wae yer father the time ot the war
though Willie. Aye in Lowestoft' an' Lhat weyse

Q. Aye, the fishints awfat different noo though for ar that?

A. Oh aYe.

Q. The like a gross weys ant athing, I mean""

A. Och, nae comPari-son.

Q. It I s j ist rl€l€. r . the f unniest story thit iver
niine on him, mine him Pat?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you mine on him Weelum?

A. Aye, I geed in the boat wae him' I could tell
story aboot him!

I heard wis,

ye a good



O. Ave I think the funniest - fin he wis up on the shed wae a
rentin, fin they were ment in ye seer hetd Lome awat wae some
storie6, ant I ilrine him tellinl hisr-mine the highlanr men eest
tae gini in the drifters, mine the highlan'men?

A. Aye Lhatts rieht.

Q. Aye I dinnar mine on it bit he says they were it Yarmooth
ftoa icen if it wis Yarmooth or must have been the Broch or-o*"*"y ant ay somqbody came doon wae .... says- ttqoy: thatrs
sreat n.rs thL davtt. bf course the Christmas, hidna' been
E"i"t an awfat loi, ken herrint been scarce, bidnat heen deinl
nithi-nf . Somebodv came doon wae this news ant said ttDear me

hear that news thl day?tt ttAnt so ant Sots Swam the channeltt,
ken? I cannat mine f.A it wis bit ttso ant sots swam the
channeltt. ttwelltt he says ttl jist looks uPtt ant -he saYg tae,the
manie, the skipper manie ant -he says."lnlell thatrs nithingr.if
we diirnat dae bbtter than wetre deint .iy noor oor highlantmen
t11 hae tae sweep the boatstt.

A. That wis the kind o' them, aiY awfar ready witted, at that
faimilies humour wis the same.

Q. Aiy, ken if youtve tae mine on somebodyr lfll aiy mine on
him by that story.

A. Aye.
I can'mine the highlant men fin they camer,kgt in the evenints
lhey eest tae sit ken the Brae a Fit Ness (?).
Aye.
Rin up there anr waLched themr aflr ye ken there wis a cloud a
smoke- geen abeen their heedr every ane wae their piPe, ken
Lheir bogie roll.

Q. Aye.

A. I seen the black cloud a
Ye aiy kent a highlanrman bY
thal bags.
0h aye.
The Shetland men theytd white
them by thatr aye.

smoke risint.
their kit bags. Theytd at ane ot

canvas bags. Ye aiy recognised

Q. Did you lads hae highlanrmen?

A. Yes aye. Some very ggod men. Yes.
There wis'an awfat kirir 6r them on Port,knockie ye seer there
wis an awfar fleet a driftersr aflt theytd at twa highlan'men
sooth. At least twa.

every drifter hid a couple a highlantman? Aye

h/e very aften got the same men.
got thL best, Ifrey were treated awfar we1l, oh aye.

Q. Aye

A. Ayet
Aye they



Q. -Fit happened noof di{ ye t aye ye kent them or did they jist
apply tae the Fishsellinr Offices for a job or...? Anr fin-
they came here did they jist bide on the boats or?

A, Aye t,hey hid a shareman, the shareman got Lhat...
Aye my father anr Sandy kenl men ant mine ty father used tae
g-et men through mine Sandy Loosr oy€ Sandy Smith FR LtL, ant
they got a lot o' men through Sandy.
Dae ye mine on l,'Iillie Dane an' 'ees dog?

Q. Aye Willie Dane across Lhe road here?
Willie Dane.

Oh aye I mine on

A. Aye. Mine on thone wee doggie abooL that size? ttFarrs
Flocet thit, shers nae oot wae ye Lhe day Willie?rrtt0h I lef t her ween anr washet-wae Jessiett.
Anr she wisnar ween ant washet she wis fullinr menint.
Anr iilillie Dane ken him?
Aye.
Mine the "Lizzie Rosett?
Aye.
Bonniest boatie thit I iver I saw eome tae Cullen, jist a
picture, bit there wis a hatchie kenr there wis a helmr dnt
there wis a hatchie it four sidesr snt Williets aultest loon,
ye ken, fin they were pittint her'in doon tae the hairbour h6
used tae sit ant work the engine ye see, ant tees feet came
abeen the hatch, ant if Willie want,ed tie go aheed he got the
loons heelr garl' Lhe ither wae. If he wanted tae come astern,
hetd come astern the ither wae.

Q. He wis an awfat lad l,,Iillie Dane.

A. Willie brocht up Barrie there.

Q. Barrie?

A. 0h him anr Barri-e were great pals.

Q.- 0h aye, thatrs richt, well Barrie is my age ken. Aye me
an' Barrie wis in the same class iL the ....
A. Aye. Barrie aboot your age?

Q. Aye.

A. Aye.

Bit hers 6 monLhs younger t,han me.

Q. Willie Dane, Barrie wis aiy wae Willie Dane.

A. Hoo lang hive ye tae gang yet?

Q. Ah well thatts, Irve si-x, five year.
tae sLop afore that.

Five year well hope



A. Aye.

Q. Bit five year tae go,

A. ![e11 ye neednaf think lang fortt.

Q. I suppose no. Fit dive ye think noo aefter a life-time it
the sea,-ant ye retire anI your boatIs awat?

A. Fit kin ye dae, thatrs the point!
[,Ie11 I wis doon-hearted for 3 year aefter I retired.

Q. Wis ye?

A. I come tee ar richt. The rap ot 1t is the fishermen, the
majoriLy ot them dinna hae a hobby ant fin they come ashore,
theyrre like a fish oot ot water.
Aye.
Now I wid say Weelum, says monie a time, he enjoyed ar the time
he wis iL the sea, so did I, bit lookin'back I eane fit wey
folk lived ashore'anf fit w6y we lived ganr tae Lhe sea. Y;)
lost an awfaf lot a lime it hame wae yei faimily, see.

Q. Aye aye.

A. Anr so much so thit I widnat recommend it tae nae young
man, nae even iL the present lime. Now you tick a lad thits
gant lae the sea aiy iroo, if the f ishinr-wis ganr Lae collapse
as wetve seentt deen afore for reasons we didnar understand
maybe it tlre time - they hinnar a trade at nae kind, the
majority ot them. Now admitted, it oor time ye served yer time
as'bakers ant joiners alr athing ant they """d aiy ging tae the
sea, there wis a lot a' them geed tae the sea, isntt that
richt Weelum?
Jim Legge mine, Jim Legge ant them hid a joinery business ant
Yarmooih time wis a slack time anr they geed tae Yarmooth
drivinr drifters. Jim Legge aiy geed drivint the "Arthur and
Budttr 8flt Arthur tGramaphonet wis a baker ant he aiy geed the
Yarmooth ti-me ant at ye see. A lot ot that lads served his
apprenticeship ye see, they hid something tae turn tell. Bit
the like ot his lads, we hid tae ging tae sea or nithinr.
I 1iket, the sea an'I liket boats, especially the models at
boats.

Q. Boats wis at yex life, boats wis jistr ds ye sayr ye took a
filie tae get o'er t dya Ben sellint the boat ant stoppinr,
ken, bit ayt I suppose it's ayr it comes tae abody ant at ken.
Bit are ye still interested in the fishin' ken, dae ye sti1l
read Lhe Fishinr News?

A. No Irm stoppet the fishinr, fin I lost ma sicht ye see, twa
vear aso Ird tae get ma sicht sorted. I thocht I wis on the
iraitinY list for |ears ant theytre niver comint ant the last
time I geed, he siys, ttltve pul you on to the waitinr listtt. I



says ttOh ye neednar bather noottr-so I jist geed richt
got it deen privately, richt awa'. Aefter I wis years
back ant fore aboot ma sicht, ant I could hardly see.
very near stane blinr !

Q. Bit yer still interested in the fishinr Weelumr y€r still
interested tae hear aboot the fishint or speak abo6t the
fishin | 

?

A. Oh aye. Itve still an interest in it, bit I dinnar read
the Fishint News, no no, I dinnat read muekle noo.
Ah bit therers anither point ye see, fin we wis gan tae the
fishint y. kent fit abody wis deint. Now ye dinnat ken fit
f owks t d'ein t .

Q. 0h no no!

A. They dinnat discuss ane anitherts fishinrs noo, as they did
then. I cai-nt a difference, cane fan the difference came in?
Back anr fore tae Aberdeen. a hale fleet at seine-net men
workint oot at Aberdeen ant they at came hame on the train the
gither-or Lhe busr aflt they were at discussinr fax Lhey were
workin', ah bit fin they slarted tae get cars ye see, ye lost
track o' ane anither. Ye didna' ken fit ane anither wis deinr
the same. Oh no.

Q. Oh it,ts jist completely different.

A. Am friendly wae Peter Smilh the ttCrvstal Riverfr. hets
merriet Lae a niece ot Jeanies ant he d-res awfat weill.

awat ant
gan t

I wis

Q. Oh aye thatrs richt.

A. Anr I niver ken nithinl
he I s hid a good t,rip or ony
aboot monev or nithinr. If
hed, good ant well. Bit Ir

Q. The money side otit no.

A. No. Bit he des awfar weill, Peter Smith.

Q. Oh aye, aye.

Q. BiL ye see I dinnar, I hear a lot aboot big fishers, now I
dinnat pit nae emphasize on big fishers as such, because itts
abnormal times thit yer fishin' inr ye could go oot ant geL a
boat load ot muck! Tick it ir, get a great big price foitt.
Peterrs been gant tae Rockall for boaL loadrs tr muck, squeebs.

Q. Aye.

thit he dres, I aiy spear tem if
Lhinr ar that, bit- I iriver ask
he lells ma hoo muckle boxes he

m na interested in the money, no.



A. Three times broke the record last year aefter ane ot the
trips wis roon 960 000, anither ane jlst ablow sixtyr 6Dt the
ither ane abooL fifty - 5 day trips every Lime.

Q. In your time Weelum lookinr back - your sayinf I ken that
f60 000 for 'ees trip, noo a drifter widhave tane ages tae . . ..
that widhave been a lifetime.

A. Jeemes George, he can gross mare in a week yet the majority
ot the seine-nei 6oats gro-sed a year, now weelirm even wa6 the-
"Rambler Rose" there wii a good pirckl6 years thit ye didnar
gross ten thoosanr.
0h aye.
For yer year.

Q. Aye ganr back tae ken Gorleston that time, that race.....
A. Oh no, fishint wisnar good.

A. Now therers a crowdie started tae work in the Norwegian
coast it that time, bit they hid tae st,op iL, it wisnat for
want at fish. The'price dibnar start tal shoot up till...

Q. Aye we geed tae the Norwegian coast.

A. Now ye tick this purse-net ant.....
The price didnar st.art tae shoot up till the seventies.

Q. Aye thatrs right, tane a really firm hud ye ken.

A. The last year thit I wis tell the sea L969, if we hid
onything fae t4 tae 500 for oor week that wis a big weekr ye
see. Thatrs nithint noo.
Anr they st,arted ln 1970 tae ging up that wey.

Q. Bit even the methods in fishinr Weelum ye ken, is so much
dif ferent f in ye stoppet,.

A. Oh thatrs right.

Q. Ay, tick the electronics in the wheel-hoose noo or a seine-
net boat.

A. Aye.

Q. Bit Ir11 te1l ye, Irna ken if werr happier, if theytre ony
happier, ken than you lads wis fin ye ging back tae the time
fan a' the drifters wis in Cullen hairbour anr everybody gant
doon, at glaid gettinr a job chippint their boaties.

A. Aye.
I believe therts more worry among the fishermen noo than iver
there wis.
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0h aye.

Q. I wid say that noo Weelumr ken, aY€r than there wis it that
dim" fin I klnt ye wis awat tie ging tae Yarmooth ant you wid
probably come hartre waer as Johnny says, four Pount for yer
Yarmooth fishin'.

A. In that days ye see, if ygu go in ane or that boats noor Lt
you miss a weeks fishin' that's a big worry.
0h aye.

Q. Yourve got the expenses tae meet ye ken.

A. Aye. I mine gant doon the quay in Buckie ant the skipper
ot the ttunitytt wis comin' rp.

Q. John Grant?

A. No nae John GranL t ay, skipper afore Weelumr €st Weelum
Smi Lh?

Q. Smith, aye.

A. I says, "Fit hive ye in her aiy
cran in hertt. I says she's a good

Q. Is that the ttFragranL Rosett?

A. No the iron boatie the ttunitytt.

Q. The ttunitytt aye aye.

A. Anr he saysr"It tane ye a ggod file an:- a gye struggle tae
get 270 cran in tell a drifter.tt I says, "Aye!"
Nae monie saw 270 cran in a drifter.
He wis jist sayint Lhat wis two toors workr see.

noo?tt He says ttwetve 270
boat.

Q. Aye.

A. Twa toors

Q. That wis

A. Aye.

work!

trawlin I ?

We used tae pit
ant paintint her

Q. Seventeen?

the ttDocilett on tae Herdiers slip for slippint
fae kiel tae gunnels seventeen pounts.

A. Seventeen pounts. That included the-slippint ant ?t, ant
paintint her fle the kiel ant top railll't, nae the cabin or
iop masts or nithinr. Kiel tae lop.railinrs seventeen pounts.
Le^ss than twenty widhave deen athinr else.
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9: r wid sayryer t,wa hun.rer _tae pit her on tae the stip s ayjist tae pit 'er on tae the slip.-

4. -rrve got a receipt-in the hoose, the sailboats the ilGeneral
Gordon" ma grandfatherrs boat, ?nl ihe sailboat wis-painted foraboot four poun'! Anr that included a paint brush! '
That wis the dearesL side ot the boat.

Q. The paint brush!

A. Wis it 18B0, wis it 1883 or somethinr?
I got it fae Bob Addison, that hid been tees fatherts time.
"General Gordontt jist nae comparison.ttGeneral Gordon'f , f6ur, f ive pount tae paint their boat that.
Q. Bit fin ye look back in the fishint .4t ut noo weelum like,you spent maist or yer time it the herrinr fishint ken.

A. Aye.

Q. A.rl r wid Lhink thit if weelum hid seen the wev thev tickherrint ro9, a!, like ot fin wetre fishint for heri:in' itoo, 
-itt.

weyr tane in the purse Pat.

A. Aye.

Q. Ay, the like or ay ring sometimes you could hae, well 300ton which is mare than a fleeL or drifters wouldtave tane in anicht ye ken,. Nae only that the wheel-hoose, the things thitye.hive tae look for - the likes ot you lads-geed tae [he seaan' you hid a sounder, well the latter end you hid a sounder.

A. - Nowr- we were the only cullen boat thit geed tae herri.nr
aefter the war.

Q. You wis the last Cullen boaL?

A. There wisnar anither ane geed tae
aefter the war. Last boat thit bark
boat tae tar ropes in Cullen.

Q. You wis the last boat aye?

A. Aye.

Q. The ttRambler Roset'.

A. Mhum.

Q. Aye, well thatrs interestinr, it
A, Aye.

the herrint fishint
nets in Cullen, the last

really is, aye.
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Q. Well Lhatts been a richt interestinr aefLerneen speakint
tae ye. It really his Weelum.

A. Aye.
Therers a lot mare stories tae tell ye!

Q. There wis nane at ye iver ashore, wis ye iver ashore noo
Weelum ar yer time, ken, iver on the rocks or onythinf?

A. We aners geed agrunr i-t Scarborough.
Aye we were washed up, bit she came aff nae bather, fin the
tide eane in.

Q. Bit thatrs yer only strand in yer hale lifetime?
A. Thatrs the only strand all my life. We wi-s on oor wey tae
Lowestoft ant it wis a Saturday irictrt ant I says I think iretll
ging in tae Scarborough for thl nicht ant it wis an awfat hazie
nieht.
Aye.
We made the lights bil we wis too late, there wis no hairbour
licht on ve see.
Dinnat pi't on a hairbour licht in Searborough if therers under
t2 feet-or waterr so we wi-snar lookint for i hairbour licht,
ant we jist saw the licht,s, fin iver I saw them, I thocht it
wis at richL I wis writint the Lelegraph tae Burn Doon anr she
geed agrunt !

Q. Wis that, the entrance at Scarborough Hairbour like? North
s ide?

A. Aye. North side the hairbour.

Q. Scappie?

A. Aye.

Q. Ah bitts-a lang time Weelum, skipper, itts a lang life-time
ay t oot ot at that, jist a .....
A. Niver seen a man got hurt at the Lime, niverl no.
I wis a week in the dry doek it SouLh Shields ant took her hame
ant we hid the best Cu1len boat tha! fishinr.
Mine we thocht wetd los! the fishint we were that late!
Mine we shot wer nets 33 mile North, North-East fae the
Scarborough ant not a craft in sicht. Bit we got L20 cran ant
half wer nets , well we widhave lost the ither half ot themr ye
ken.

Q. Thalr s richt.

A. Geed tae the boLtom! tJe came
Did ye iver land in YarmooLh thaL
Did ye iver land in Yarmooth that

hame wae the best fishint....
time?
shot ?
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I think we did.
I think we did, aye. Alan Bowrs thit
landed in Yarmooth, I mind in that.
If yetd see the fleet, afore the war
war, Lhey were jam-packet fin ye were
oter a thoosant boats geed sooth.

Q. Aye, ye jist cannar imagine that
Thatrs the tape deen boys!

boeht them. Aye we

ayt aye aefter the first
in Yarmooth. There wis

noo !


