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Gonversati-on between Peter Bruce of Buckie Fishing Herit
t

P. IIow far back can ye mine Willie? Can you mine back tae the
auld days of the sai-ling boats?

W. I can mine fit my father eeist tae tell me. I canna mine
in the sailing boats. I gied awa tae sea one time, in fact I
ran awa Peter.

P. How auld vas ye?

I{. Dovie King wis stoppin next door tae us ?nd they were in a
sail boat wor[in oot o the Broch ye see an they lfere gaen awa.
Div ye mine on Peter Bosun?

P. No I eanna say I div.

W. Buckpool. Peter wis cook Ye see-an he wis one of the boys.
Ach he siys tae me come ava wils. Of coursg my mi-ther gied
high abooi this ye see. She didna ken far I wis. So-onywy we
lailded in the Br-och in this sail boat an eh ye jist hid a
certain area you could vork in that ti-me and ve wis oot in that
area this nicirt and the submarines cam on the scene, a German
and so he pumps off twa boats. He hid enough so he took aboord
the crew aLoola the submarine. IIe hid enough an he gied roon
aboot the rest of the boats an says pull in your gear and ggt
oot the road. So rse off ye see and we landed in Buckie. That
wis the last of my escapaie there. But of course ye- enjoyed it
ye see but nae do6Ut ye-wis feart at the file-y fiT-the-submarine wis on the go. He took them a oot he hid nae
opposition there.

P. There wis nae Naval shiPs?

If. Aye thatrs richt. Well there was some but !h.y didna come
that iistance. They thocht that wis a protected area ye-see.
So fin I gied awa tie the sea it ris after the first World lilar.
I mine thE date cos I nis a message boy wi Jimny Mairrs the
butchers until I was naybe 16 an gied awa tae the sea wi my

father.
P. Fitna boat wis that Willie?

If. That wi-s a motor boat she belonged tae the Sooth Firth.

P. A fifie?

H. Aye. I gied on her. She hid a,big thick foremast and a
Uig "irif. 

Tf,ey eeist to pull her along fin the wind was suited
an"she hid a G-ai-rner engine. Aye ane of that auld fashioned

"pf"tt"rin 
Gairn€rs. W;11 that-ni-s in the cabi-n noo your biler



an engine an a. Of course ye hidna the space in that boats
that time. So of course atthing wis reed het fin you were gaen
tae yerre beds. Ye were near roastet. Onywy i-t came better
time-s an ye gied intae the drifters. Well fin ye were in the
drifters fe Eaid oh thatrs fine noo wetre in th-e crowd. Werll
awa doon tae Shetland. You widna ging in a boat unless ye gied
tae Shetland.

P. Aye ye gied tae Shetland first?

W. llell some gied tae Stornowa on the west coast.

P. At the same tine?

W. No, tror Stornowar opened on the loth May that wis ae the
date for Stornowa opening the fishing.

P. Fan wis Lerwick?

II. Ilell they hid nae startin date or nithin there as lang as
the heerin wis there ye eeist tae ging very near doon the west
side someti-mes for the shoals of heerin that cam fae the Gulf
stream.

P. Thatts why they are sae big?

Iil. Aye thatts the wi they came ye see an richt roon by Barra
Heed an cam richt doon the Minch. No nae the Minch the North
Sea.

P. They hit Stornosa first then?

UI. Aye. Stornowa wi-s aie the first tae hit.

P. Then they wid hit Wiek after that?

W. Ave. This hid tae come richt across the Minch then.
Thatri the wi that shoals worket. Weel they worket awa sooth
maybe as far as; we eeist tae get the same heerin maybe aboot
4O miles north east o' Aberdeen.

P. Oh the big heerin?

W. Aye. They jist hid the wee whilie so that wis them
finished for Lhe day fin they died oot. So after that it wis
jist a case of naybe worken the heerin oot a Stronsay and Wick.
llick eeist tae be a big heeri-n port that time.

P. Aye it wis that. Ye see that with the auld photographs.

W. Oh mercies aye. Irve seen Wick, half the fleet wis allowed
intae Wick and they hid tae wait till a them were discharge4
and come oot and the other half got in. That nis the wye they



rrorket. Oh Irve seen some terrible squeezes i-n l{i-ck. Div ye
mine on him that hid the Guiding Light in Portgordon?

P. Pat Cormack?

I{. Aye. His father, auld Cormack, he wi-s jamned in and he
couldna get oot. The Harbourmaster in t{ick is crying at him ye
see eh ttcuiding Light, Guiding Lightt' he says ttGo astern". He
says ttAstern. Itve been going astern since I came in here. If
ye shove off some of that boats aff the top of mett he saysftltll maybe manage tae manoeuvre and get obt.tt That wis- the
style there ye see. An then after that ye naybe gied tae
Stronsay. Sironsay wis nae bad ye see. -ye hid tia three
different places you could land i-n Stronsay.

P. Nae jist the main place?

W. Aye the islands an that wye see.

P. I suppose Yarmouth and Lowestoft boats had been up in
Lerwick in a?

W. Well there wis a lot of Yarmouth boats cam up. English
boats came up. They eeist tae fish oot o Aberdeen ye see. But
they eeist tae come north and hetve heard aboot lJilldie Bowfi-e?
Hiv ye heard aboot him?

P. Aye the Braes of Buckie?

Id. Aye. Well somebody wis tellin this Englishnan aboot
Willdie Bowfie ye see.- He says I dontt know who he is but he
says hers a buf-f he says but i donrt knory him. Of course they
didna ken the tee names. Then ye gied intae Shields and
Yarmouth an that cornpleted the journey there ye see. t{ell fin
ye cam back fae Yarmouth the winter fishin wis starin ye in the
face again.

P. Thatrs the west coast?

lI. Aye och the heerin wis square deep at that time on the
roeks ootsi-de. I -mine aye nicht I wis on the Thain. Div ye
mine on the Thain's?

P. Yes the wooden ane or the steel ane?

W. No the drifter Thaints. The wooden Thain. She wis a fine
enough boat. Did ye ken Jock Thain?

P. No I kent him tae see him but nae tae speak till?

W. Jock wis a drole lad. A great lad for the cards. So they
were playin nap and there wis a big kitty. Oh he widna quit he
says until the kitty was lost or uon. So his breether Jin wis
skipper an he cam doon an he says ttBoys if he di-nna come up ye



yinna get a netrt. True as his word fin they-gied up tae hale
;;--th";-toi -n" first net up aye the bouws after Yere a doon'
Lbst tire-lot. Full of heerin'

P. A for the sake of a game of cards?

IJ. Aye. A gane of cards. Noo that-happened'- There.wis an

^r"f" iot of E["i iinaa thing happened especial]V t] that heavy
heerin. trtoo aiter that ye ie" iire wye they eeist tae speak
aboot bloodin a net.

P. Fit div ye mean by that noo llillie?

I{. Well yetd on a clean net and the the ither ane that wis
next tae her y"--ti"a her in the middle ri-cht up an a clean net
the same again.

P. Oh so that Ye widna tak oor monY?

IJ. so that ye vidna. No but that net that wis tied 9P she

sould lock there and she nould keep up the net that wis
fishing. That wis the i-dea.

P. You wid hae a heavy ane an a licht ane time aboot' Oh I
S€€.

IJ. Depending on the licht ane tae keep the heavy an9 tae fi'sh'
it"tr;-ih; ;I they got ovr that problem. oh there wis some

gooa lads some-go6d"tt"id* in that time a day. -After.you got
the wint"r fi"ni"g-y" eeist tae come hame an they hid a their
o.i" tae mend an i that kine of things'

p. I can mine fin ny father went awa tae the sailin an my-

mither wi-d hae a the nets ment an he wid be aeross at the ither
side in Aneri""-""a-taybe jist get hame-a fortniglt afore the
fishin started-"o t. wia w6rt niybe until twa o'clock in the
mornin sleep twa hoors on top of- the nets and start at 4

orclock in the nornin repairin again tae get his nets prepared
for gaen awa tae the sea.

W. Thatrs fit they did. Ye see a lot or oor lads eeist tae
;i"g-E; the trawlin oot of Aberdeen ye see. Them that didna
?ikE iae ging-i""-it" sailin. I likel tae ging tae the
coasten. I wis on a coaster for two years. Div ye mine on

llillum !Ii11?

P. No.

W. Div ye nae mine on hin? Ye ken
tae bide- in BuckPool?

P. Is that the same !1i11 as James

auld Sandy Will that eeist

Will the chemist?



H. Aye their father, veel he lived a lang-time wi only -a l-ung

il"t ti,"v hid a-diirt6. they ca'd the Prestige. Mine on her?

P. I mine on her, turned in starn'

W. Aye. She hid a flat starn afore that'

P. Aye thatrs right they altered that boat'

IJ. She wis built for Captain. Captain Snith ower in Buckpool'
IJe wis vorkin doon af f tire Noop in- the winter time. That wis
the time she burst her starn. ^The roPe took the propellor and

;i;; ;i;-hingin[-"it--""a "h" 
t"" clapping doon. It was an awfa

sea thonner.

P. Far wis that at l{illie?

I{. Doon aff the Noop. Noop Head the west side of the Orkn-eys'
l; ";;;; ;1;di;sl-ciappi"e, clapping an a'body is wishin she

sid brak.

P. Could theY nae have cut the roPe?

I{. Ye couldna get near it. The sea wis som,ig gig-ht ower her
quarter see. -Oii*y she- freed hersell. We whirled roon aboot
ile-str- giea intie'scrabster. Speat-aboot leakin. Ye hiv
niVef Seen Sae mUekle ..........-...Mine On aUld Pat Clafk?
There wis twa-three auld lads in her at that time. Mine on

auld Pat Clark that bed in BuckPool?

P. No that wis afore my time llillie'

W. Aye well every lad wis p-icken hi:.ane burn' The Plmps-gotn
a the time. tt"it" the wi itt"y spelltt ane anither' Cam doon
an look "t 

y"ir"-burns and see- if- it wis runnin. I wis alow at
that time air we hid enough a dei tae keep the PUFPs gaen
b""",,,"" she was rrashin o6t a the sma coal an arthing oot the
;ii;;. Ve trid-tae-stand by an clean the punps a-the time' We

""""[""ffy 
goi in-ana we nid ............ the wid rris that

coorse. It wis fae the north west and it wi-s richt intae
scrabstet "od 

we could dei nithing else. We got the cargoe
b;;t; moorings aboord an moored her. Ach v-e says if she's gaen

iae-trat sh"""an brak here. But she didna brak. So we cam oot

"ii". 
ir hid ti"" lulled doon and-cam throlgh t!9 Firth and eam

richt roon aboot very near west ot Helmsdale. The rri the win
wis ye see.

P. Jist the wi she wis?

H. Aye. Ife gied across -tae Helnsdale afore I''e cut across for
guckll. Sfre iis ri-cht afore the win then. If we hid come awa

fae Wick t"" ii""tie-she wid have been ower the broad side' She

ria ft"" ro11ed.--Sfr" wid hae made a mess ot hersell' We

managed across and fin we cam intae Bucki-e we hid tae beach her



up. See far the auld lifeboat shed eeist tae be? Beached her
richt up there as far as she could gan so she nidna leak or dei-
ony i11. So the water wid run oot. So thatts the time she got
her starn sorted.

P. So they decided tae mak a tug starn?

W. Aye she did nae bad after that but she wis lost aff
Yarmooth.

P. Lot a boats lost in Yarmouth. Course they hid nae wireless
then tae tell them the kine or the weather.

IJ. It wis a coorse place. Ilave you heard them speakin aboot
..... Fit div ye ca the breeze?

P. Armistice gales?

IJ. Armistice ga1es. Aye mine on that? llell we were shot fin
ye shouldna hiv been shot. There wis an awfa boats come oot wi
us and they ran arf,a back fin they got the forecast. It wis a
bad fore"a-*t. But a he says wetil"shot awa and vetll easy
manage tae hale her if onything comes. Aye, aye but fin it
came we fin rre started tae hale ne could only get intae the
quarter bow and after that you wis bet. Sea an a'thing. So
ttrey proposed wetll pit on the hatches an pit in a good strap
forrit and let it ride tae the weather. During that time noo
rre vere riding oot oor the tap of a the boats an the boats they
were fleeing aboot. Ye di-dna ken, leavin their nets an
arthing. Day licht appeared and ye niver seen sik a mess in a
yetre life of borrs wis at your stem. A kine an colours.

P. Did they drift doon at your feet like?

IJ. Aye we wis draggin wi the force of the rreather. An we rlere
draggin a ower this boats that gied awa an left nets. The bows
floated fin the nets broke awa. Ye niver saw sik a mess.
Thaints cam up tillts an he says old Scottie yerve got a nice
bunch <lf balloons there. Oor lad says yes div ye want ony? Oh
no no he says ye can have them Scottie Itm goin hom9. So he
gied awa hame and left his. Of course we didna bather nalilg
Ehem aboord. We took our ane boats aboord and that wis tally.

P. Ye di-dna loose ony nets did Ye?

W. Lost the 1ot an a the fish. The net wid ni-ver have stood
thon.

P. Itts an awfa rough sea there.

W. Itrs the shallow water and the sandbanks.
yoursell comin in there.

P. Therers some gie photographs of the moo of

Ye hiv to watch

the river.



IJ. Oh aye that eesit tae be wicked some ti-me. Especially if
it wis an ebb time and south-east wind.

P. I mine the Mi-stletoe sunk. She took the grun coruin in.

lf. Struek the bottom. Well if ye strick the bottom it pulls
aff ye for manoeuvring. She jists gings ower the broadsi-de and
aYay.

P. Yerve nae wie tae help tae steer?

IJ- Aye they gied up either side or the pier. Oh she wis an
anfa plaee Yarmooth.

P. How many boats div ye think vid have been in Yarmouth?

W. Well the maest I ever saw in Yarmouth. Hiv ye been in
Yarmouth?

P. Aye bit it wis only aboot fi-ve years ago. I wis niver fin
the boats uere there.

IJ. Well ye ken the kine of the Yarmouth river?

P. Yes, aye.

W. Well Irve seen that river packet. Div ye see the bend of
the river far it goes doon roon fit we catd the Moose Trap tae
ging out? Well fae that bend in the riveE richt, up tae the
Iri[, boats tiered richt across fae ae side or the river tae
anither an onywy fae the top ferry doon.

P. As ticht as that?

!J. As ticht as that wi boats.

P. You wid a hiv tae hiv waited at the r,geekend afore ye got
oot.

Il. Oh ye hiv niver seen sik a consternation as thon if ye
wanted oot in an early mornin.

P. There hid been a few burst bulwarks?

W. Aye. Ye niVef SaW ............ it WiSna Only that ye See.
The Englishmen they-worket orrer the weekend and they vere comin
in on Monday. Theyrd gotten haled and were comin awa in tae
catch the market. Ye aie got a good market on Monday fin
Scotties wis awa taken their day-off. So that wis kine ot a
humbug tee. Ye jist hid tae keep ae side of the river ye s€€o

P. Oh to a1lon for them comin uP an landin their heerin?

W. Oh aye.



P. llhich is right enough an a.

lJ. Ye niver saw sik a sotter. An a the Sooth Firth motor
boats they eeist tae moor half doon Gorleston an- they were aie
lying three or four aff an -they niver eeist tae be io ? hurry.
Tfi"y"tr"tena disturbed awa doon- there ye see unti-l ye wis comin
doon. Some of them vis, oh some of them eeist tae carry ava
their moorins and they 6eist tae be fleein a ower the place.

P. I{is there a lot a motor boats in the South Firth besides
drifters?

IJ. Oh there wis a good lot.

P. Something like Findochty. They hid a lot of motor boats?

H. Oh aye that wis Yarmouth. Fin Yarmouth wis deen that wis
your next outlook the rsinter heerin.

P. I suppose you hid been ashore and boucht presents and a
yetre rock an a'thing?

IJ. Oh mercies that nis an ither stunt that buyin Presents.

P. It hid been a gie busy Yarmouth fin a the men were ashore?

W. Oh aye. Iilomen in a ye see. lJomen were the very Saltr€.

P. Gutten crews buyin Presents?

W. Oh aye there wis as muckle women sometimes mendin an there
vis a this coal lumpers ye see. They followed a the boats.
Dukie Mclean an a them wis there.

P. An ye hid runner an a hidnrt Ye?

IJ. Aye. Runners for arthing there, grocers. Dod McKenzie he
gied doon ni a shop.

P. Oh he hid a shop doon there did he?

I{. Oh aye.

P. Oh he hid a shop doon there. Tane a shoP for a season
like?

I{. Aye. He eeist tae get his breed an arthing- sent fae
Valentines. They eeist tae send cases. Great big hampersr as
you vid ca themr- full or breed an atthing.

P. Did they pit then doon on the train?

H. I dinna ken fitna why they cam doon but they were there fin
ye cam in at the weekend- or c-am in an got fit ye wanted.



P. So ye got Scotch breed?

lJ. Aye. Far better than the English anes. Engli-sh anes were
a ricirt as lang as they vere new but after a day they wid
hardly keep.

P. They didna keep very w991_. _l{aybe- it rris because there wis
nae sali in them. -The English breed hisna much salt i-n it.

W. Oh they didna harly keep. It wis a rieht if it rsis a new
EDBo Fin -Dod took doon a that breed they a clackett tae him'
He got a the trade.

P. Oh he wis a popular butcher. Of course he sis a good rnsllr
He gave oot a rolst at Christmas or the New Year'

IJ. Oh he hid twa or three coos that he eeist tae kill. An he
distributed them atween the boatsr crews. Oh aye ye jist -said
iito" boat ye wis in an that wis ltrlt ye__gol-fil-ye-wanted fae
Dod far eve-r the chapPer cane on like. He hie hid twa three
cos for that.

P. Irve heard he wis an awfa good nnan that wi'

\J. [Ie scored wi that Dod. Even at the fitba. Dod, he wis the
boss of the fiiba. IIe eeist tae,say tae them noo boys 5/- if
you drav, LO/'if you win but itts nowt if you loose'

P. An did that come oot of his ane pocket?

Y. Aye, he paid for that.

P. His son played didnrt he?

W. Aye, Dodie.

p. Dr. D.G. McKenzie. He played for Queens Park.

W- tle eeist tae play...........Div ye nae mine on the Thistle
Juni-ors?

p. No I canna mine on them. Irve heard Kenny Brookman speakin
aboot them.

IJ. That wis a the crowd the Thistle Juniors thatrs far they
sprung fae. They were a good team them.

p. The Thistle Juniors wis that afore the Rovers came on the
8o?

IJ. Aye. Ye see that Rovers. It wis local teamies thll !ll"y
made itt"* up oot ot. Thatrs far_Dy-les an them a cam oot o"
oyi"u wi" "^g""J 

pf"y"t, a good kilker, but he wis fit yetd ca
a hasher.



P. Rough player?

"d. Oh aye but fin he got intae playing Fi-rst Division he wi-s
Cifferent a the gither"

P. Of eourse he wid have hid tae conform then. They wid hae
trained hi-m.

Nl. Oh they trained hinn there doon in Falkirk.

P. Oh I mine atween the fishin the loons eeist tae play ower
in the corn pitchie, about 5O of them, 25 a side.

ii. Aye thatrs fit they did.

P, I ean mine fin I wis a liree loonie playin among them. Aye.

n-. t{ell div ye see thon park that wis at the back or the
Skemils in Birckpool? Well thatrs far oor fitba park wi-s. Ye
:ouldna kick the ba oot. Only wie you could kick her oot if it
vis i-ntae water.

P. Surrounded a wie?

-rd'. Aye. The train li-ne bank was on the north -side, the brae
r'as oir the sooth side and the skemmils wis on the front and
then it wis only that bittie open .....-----

P. Yourd only tae rin tae Portgordon tae get the ba eh?

;t{r. No.

P. No but, It* jist sayi-n ye hidna tae ging tae Portgordon- tae
get the ba. Greit times. Changed days now. I mine fin John
Eoyie eeist tae cam aff the boat on Saturday mornin.

!{. Oh John. John wis a good PlaYer.

P. Herd no trainin but yet he was one of the best football
players we hid.

W. Itve seen John. John & Gunnie Garden. Div ye mine on
Gunni-e Garden?

P. No I dinna mine on him.

IJ. They were backs an they eei-st tae play good -for Buckie
Thistle. Well thatrs fit buckie Thistle was made o that kind a
lads. Fin they can uP an the ither crovd saw them ye see t!"y
said Oh we can mak sotething of this lad take him awa and gie
him a schoolin.



F. Hov long did the heerin fishiT_c?rry on after the war. Fan

"i" it they"hai-tf," peer times. 1926 wis it? Same time as the
s trike?

lJ, Aye that wis the time. Fit happened there?

P. General stri-ke.
-ri. Aye. But this cooPers _they-gied oot and they learned the
foreilners the wie to cure heerin'

P. Oh that wis the start of it.

"d" Aye that nis the start of it. They did their ane suren and

F;. te-hid a market that market was gone by themselves.

F. Got the fish themselves.

"d-. Aye an that ruined a the markets'

p. Aye it vis gie du1l times them in the thirties.

il. Div ye mine on the walk tae Strathlene?

P. Aye.

"d. That wis the time or the peer times. Thatrs fit eaused the
peer times.

P. Of course the Russian market collapsed a the gither after
the war didntt it?

t{. Aye ye see they boeht-aboot the maest cured heerin. TF"y
eeist tae sam ";;;; the wie they test9d the heerin theyt tle)/
tart the eooper open up a barrei an they jist eei-st tae tak oot
a heerin.

P. Bite the back?

I{. Aye, ate i-t.

P. Raw?

iJ. Raw, it sis the pickle they liket'

P. The must have hid awfa constitutions, eh?

I{. It wisna that fin the foreigners cam ower for heerin they
ji"t took "o"-o"i 

oi--ttt" barrel-an took a bite or it.

P. There wis work for atbody that days'

W. Aye thatrs richt.



i. Coopers, sailmakers them makin masts an arthing.

n" Atthing ye wid think aboot.

P" A dose of different trades.

S. Ye see there wis a lot of boats built in Buckie that time.
iiv ye mine on Toshiers yard?

?. I mine the ane ower at the cave yonder, the big black shed.

r" Thatrs far Toshiefs yard wis.

!. I mine on that shed.

H. I{ell the G. Mclntosh an them nis a built there.

P. In the shed?

,d-. Aye, aye. Then there wis the slip. But the slip wisna the
slip it wi-s in the present day.

?. Oh no it wis in Finechty wisrnt it?

il. Aye they hid a slip in Finechty but Jones is still there
lut he hidna that slip that there is now.

F. Now tell me Willie did Jones build a lot of drifters?

F. t{ell after the war.

F. The First War?

u*-. Aye. He did build a 1ot an he hid a good model ye see but
i-t wis auld Thomson that wis the modeller there. He wis the
nodeller.

P. Aye he worket wi Jones first afore he started on his owrrr

nd. Aye. An then him an his Uncle Jim started on his own.

P. Oh your uncle nis the Stewart or Thomson & Stewart? Oh I
didna ken that.
'ul. Dei ye mi-ne they were repai-rin boats in the east basin.
l{ine they were a, they eeist tae be moored aff ot ane a nither.
Ihey were dein a bit bf repairin tae boats an hetd hane
something wrang wi his boat an he hid a big patch on it.

P. I mine fin he hid the patch.

W. An it blev up an he missed himsell an ye very near killed
hinsell that time.



?" Fit happened like?

ri, He didna see far he wis gaen an he stepped doon atween twa
l,oats an he near killed himsell. So I mine we wis workin at
:he boat wi nY father.

i. Fitna boat was that Willie?

il. I forget. IIis it nae the Enavent. We wis sorken in ......

?" Aye Jinmy Slater?

d, Aye Jimmy slater. I think it wis her ne wis in.

!. Hid she jist been bigget then?

n. Fa?

P. The Enavent.

h[. No she wisna auld that time she vis built in Toshiers' An

fj.n they ""* 
o*"t for my father sayin Oh yourll ae tae come

;;;.- O[r yetll ae tae tik hi-m awa Lae Aberdeen. 59 *y father
;iA thioigh wi him ye_see-tae Aberdeen.- I got orders like
E"rry on fie far ye ieft aff. Fin its time tae ging hame go
arra hame.

F. Jones there wis their first drifter the white Rose?
lomebody tellt me they bigget a drifter in 1904'

iJ. Aye she nis sellt tae Shetland.

P. Did he build many drifters afore the war?

il. No. Ken fit wis adee with that boat. There wis a motor
iru""tt gied wrang comin intae Buckie an she gfeq pP the back of
tbre harbour and Etrey took the twa engines oot of her an they
?ut them intae that boat.

P. Intae the White Rose?

il. Aye that wis the loss of her.

P. Oh she wis a motor drifter wis she?

-r[. Aye thatts far the motor came oot ot see.

p. An wis she built like a drifter the same style as a
dr if ter?

I{ell aye she wis sonethin sinilar tae a drifter.

But she hid a motor engine?

"d.

D



n. Aye motor engine.

F. Did they build nany drif ters afore the fi-rst lJorld War?

il. Fa Jones?

:. Aye.

n. I canna mine on Jones builden drifters afore the fi-rst var.

!'. I can jist mine them sayin that they built the Imbat and
:ne Icicle, twa standard drifters during the war.

,r-. Aye that ni-s the time of the war. Noo George Smith built a
I t doon at thon, far they eeist tae hae the electric shed. [Ie
:,uilt a lot there.

:. My fatherrs cousin Jin Slater, he wi-s a carpenter there.

n. Aye Jim wis a pal or ours. Itts a filey since he wis i-n
:.00.

F. I mine I saw him wi-s it twa year ago?

il. He wis in, the last time I nis speakin till him. I{isrt a
that tirne?

P. Aye it wis awfa caul that time. He wis glad to get awa
:ack hame. The day after they sailed bonny weather caile on.
It ris summer after that. Jim said he wisna comin back.

n. I think he bides wi his daugher noo.

?. Thatts right.
"r * Oh aye he wis ane or the lads that gied awa oot tae
{-merica. My Uncle Jimrs Alex in a. Div ye mine on hin?

P. No I canna mine on him.

ilJ. He served his time as a carPenter in a. Beelix an them cam
in.

P. Oh he wis oot?

L[. Aye they cam in. A curn ot them cam back in. Dodie Codlin
-sis oot that time.

P. Were they a in Philadelphia far Jim wi-s?

Iri. Aye they rtere scattered a oor the place. They gied far
they got a job but nny father hid a sister oot there an eh a
good lot of them landed there. Made that their-base ye see
Liff they got a job and they gied far the job wis.



i. They scattered. Probably never met ane anither again.

n. No I dinna think it wis as bad as that. I think they did
:ree up but an awfa lot came back hame.

]. I suppose things started getten better at hane did they?

il'. i{ell aye there wis mare work comin on at hame and I think
::rey were a kinna fed up oot there.

i. They didna tak tae the country?

n. No they didna. But a good lot of them stuek it and they
n,ade thenselves a richt the lads that stuck it.
?. lJell look at John Cowi-e. He did a richt in the airc.raf t.
n, 0h aye. That vis jist the hard ti-mes you vere gaen
:n"-rough.

P. Did ye ging in the mare modern motor boats Willie or did
l€.r......?

,i. Itve been in a different kina anes bar this big anes that
:s noo. I hivna been on them. I dinna ken them. Fin I read
:heir names in the paper landln or hear aboot then I says fars
:hat boat or far did he cam oot ot.

!. IJas the Rely or the Frugality the first motor boat that
lappie built?

'r. The Rely.

l. The Rely wis first ane. She hid a roon starn?

r. Aye. Ye see. Div ye mine on her?

:. Aye.

J. She through the lad oot that wis on the fore sten fin she
eied doon she bumpet doon. He gied ric,ht orrer the stem,

:. No I dinna mine on that.

n. No. He wisna hurt.

P. Did he land in the water?

H. Aye. After she gied doon she struck the water. She hid a"Di.t o' weep aff the walls. Mine fin she gied aff the nalls it
struck the water. That wis the tine she gied the bump.
Inrough him oot oner.
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t. Bit the Frug"_rily nrld_hae been the last Zulu type boat thatri"s bigget? she hid a Zulu starn. she hid an ootiiae roter.
;. Aye thatrs richt. r canna mine muckle on the Frugie. rt
::s. aye the Frugie tt"-t we eeist tae ca her. But Geolgie-=;zke'wis skipper ot her ye see afore Jim hid her.
i... och aye r can mine that. r can mine fin Georgie wis
ski"pper.

,r. They hid the culard Bank the drif ter. Div ye mine on her?

1. Yes BCK L44.

n. An then Jim Bruee an th_em got her af ter that. Fin they gottne Frugie see they sellt the Culard.

t " -Did Ge_orgie Gyke see the writing on the wall for the:rifters that he gied in for the Fr[gie?
rl. Possible.

i. He must have seentt.

d. Fin they were workin the balins there, the lads that r,rere
n'crken the balens were nakin a good thing-ot it.
]" Thatrs the seine net?

d. Aye. No they werena the seine net.
:. The drift net?

t. The codlin nets that gied ontae the seiner net then. An::ris auld lads -thag wis good at worken the balins jist the land
m,,ast. I{orkin the land afore radar an a modern gad[ets. They
*,'ilrked the land.

P. Different bearings fae the land?

n. -Aye thats right. oh that Transcend. r wis wi Jock, he wis
inod at that.
P. That wis the first motor boat?

ri. Aye.

F. l{ae the drif ter?

H. No, noo The drifter Transcend wis afore that.
P. Aye she wis a standard?
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It,

:iD
Aye bit afore that time at a the first Transeend eeist tae
coa1.

Oh far fae Buc,kie like?
r. No. Three or four of then eeist tae dei that. They were
: rnverted intae coal boats. A they hid rsis the bittie Labin anu'thing wis cut oot for coa1. '

i, A the lines lrere tane oot?

il'. - 4y". A hale team howl, They-eeist tae rin fae Blythe or
'*'ethil an cam richt up_an intae Finechty. If,ell they sirpplied a
--le Campbell an them wi coal.
!. An fa owned that drifters at that tine? The skippers?

1. Aye that wis Jockiers fatherrs that ye see that hid thatrranscend. His father and his breether. Noo his brother got
:ec up gaen tae sea. Ye maybe see him knoc,kin aboot in guEkie
:3o an he-gied awa sooth tae London r think he brung up atr 8o:e got a job as a pilot in London r think an he rsoikel hii wie:ntae a good job. He wis the Boss orcer a the port there.
!. Fit wis his name?

r. I forget.
l. I{is it Flett?

'r. Aye, Flett wis his ane name.

t. Thatts nae Peter Flett that wis heed salvage offic.er ower
::rg rrholg ..........
n. Aye thatrs fa it is. rtrs him. t{ell thatrs far he started
i ae.

I. He started wi the River Poliee first.
il. Aye doon there. He worket hinsell i.ntae a that jobs
:imserl. He paeket up gaen wi his breether on the Tianscend
nnd gied awa himsell.

?'. r suppose a lot of the men gied awa tae Aberdeen trawlin
i j-n the fishing..,..
n. An awfa lot gied tae Aberdeen. An a awfa 1ot gied tae:oasten. rt wis ae the coasten r liked best. Abeideen you
serena sure ot yoursell-. rf y_e 9an in rsi a bad trip ye see ifihe skipper got the sack the whole crew got the sacl.-
P. There wis no mercy?



*. No, noo

!'. Itrs a job thatrs
*. Aye thatrs richt.
1. I mine my father
::e Ashdepa the coal

[. Aye well thatrs coasten an a
-iket the coasten.

I " Did ye ever come intae Buckie

4s. Och aye. I rnine ance we took
:istillers here.

mare steady at the sailin?
Well it wis yetre ane job.

gied a wi-nter or twa in the Ashd€orlr Mine
boat?

ye see. Coasten wis fine. I

fin ye wis coasten?

a cargo of something fae the

I. Aye that wid have been barley.

'r. Barley wid it? t{eIl we took it fae Goole. we cam faei oler came up tae Buc.kie wi it and we gied fae here up tae
lnvergordog wi it. Fit did_we get i-n rnvergordon? scrap.icrap r think we landed in rnveigordon and [iea back taelrangenouth and then gied tae...... I{e eei6t tae ca intaelj.fferent ports. There wis a_e a-eargo for you. we finished up$i. a cargo ot scrap again in Londoo.- w" lairded it in, my
s,iq:,,llnoE)/ is poor peter.

!'. I{is it doon the river or up the river?
ii" up the ri-ver" r forget the name of the bit but thatrs farde finished wi the -scrap. That wis sent tae Germany tae makshells tae be sent back an fire against us.

:. Tae ki1l the rest of us. Thank you very mueh t{illie for;"ltten us through it.

i: - IJell ye see therers an avfa 1ot of bits you forget at the
: i" shing.

P. It comes tae yetre mind later on.

6. Ye think aboot it later on. My father eeist tae tell me ana"*fa lot aboot the auld boats. He wls sayin that eh. Div ye
mj-ne Punnims? I{ell Punnims my fatherts airldest breether.
?. rs that right? oh an Gash. Gash bed next door tae us.
r. Aye, well Gash wis the neesht ane.

P. The hid the Lebanon.

hi. Aye. , Punnims finished up vi the Lebanon, but he eeist tae
gang in the Mary Reid.
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F- Did he?

n- Aye. He hid the Mary Reidn-_ Aye. He-hid tle Mary Reid a good nhire. Bit my fatherd"rt tae tell me fin they were, he eould jist mine- on it aGlrt tae tel-l me fi-n they were, he eould jist mine on it and
hi.rs vis new started the sea, an they hid been workin doonworkin doon
rt, orkneys -and they-wei".---r"ii&ol"tio=if she wis sunk or rhey
Gc nashed oot ower her. thev lost the boat onvwi and fharr
dG

oot ower her, they lost the boat onywi and theydc_up tae a farn hoosie and lh"y hid jist the-clathes thly
lf,ood in. Punnims wis the smatst ane of the lot an the sifie
mL pitie on_him-ald gave-hin, she hid nae loons hersell, it
d.c a quines frock in atthing she gave him.

F. He hid been gi.e enbarassed.

ry- He eame hame ni that. IIe hidna nae clathes.
f. Hid he nae.


